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| | CHlormoTRE Lermyr 
Fire of the Altar : |} 


Or, Certain 


DIRECTIONS| 


HOW TO , 
| 


| | Raiſethe Soul into Holy Flames, J3e(82e, | 
| Ar, and Aﬀter the Receiving the 
Blelled Sacrament of the _ 


' || LORDS SUPPER. 
} * [| with ſuitable Prayers & Devotions. 


—— —l 


Y 
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Bw To which is prefix'd _ - | 
ADIALOGUE betwixt a Chri/iar 
|| and his own Corſcience, concerning ] 
The True Nature of the ' jþ 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION:\| - 


| Intended chiefly for the Inhabitants of St. Mary le | 
Strand, and the Precinct of the Savoy. [| 


The Fourth Editton. |} 


—_—— 


"By Anthony Horneek, D. D. || 


———_—— 
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' To my Beloved Pariſhioners; 
the Inhabitants of St. Mary 
' _ le Strand, and the PrecinS of 

the Sawoy. | 


| Hough T intend you a larger 
$ Treatiſe upon theSacrament 
: of the Lords Supper, by the 
': , Name and Title of The CRU CE 

FIED FESUS: Te TI nas 
' e willing to let theſe Direftions come 
* forth, to propre your Flearts for 
. thoſe larger Meditations 5 not but 
that there are Books enough already 
write upon this Subje@, and by abler 
Pens too : But you having, for ſome 
years paſt, known my Converſation , 
wy Temper, my Exhortations, and my 
manner of Speaking, and Writing ;, [1 
thought ſomething of this nature mig ht 
be more nſeful to you, than other 
more elaborate Encubrations, There 
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The Fpiltle 

is nothing I am more afraid of, than 
that the generality of you, both young 
and old, either have not, or will nat 
hawe,ric ht apprehenſions of that Chri- 
| flian Religion, you profeſs ; "Horne be- 
zng apt to place it in a careleſs, cuſto- 
mary Belief” of the Do@rine ; Sume 
in leavizg a few notorions Sins O- 
thers in ſaying their Prayers ; Others 
in doing n9 boay wrong ; Others again 
in having good deſires, and pious in- 
 elinations. All which Opinions.. are 
riotorious miſtakes of the Nature and 
Temper of Chriſtianity, which imports; 
4 change of Nature, Diſpoſitzon, and 
aiting contrary 1o the Humors, Paſ- 
frons, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Deport- 
ment of the World : And this is it I 

muſt ſee, and perceive in you, before I 
can conclude, that my pains and la« 
bors among you have not been in 
Gaim. 

Brethren , 929 Hearts Deſire and 
Prayer to God for you, #, That you 
may be ſaved. Twill aſſureyou, this is 
20 Complement, 37 form of Speech, n9 


Words 


| Dedicatary. 
Words in courſe ; but the ardent Wiſh- 
of my Soul, and my ferv:ut- Prayers. 
Day and Night : This is the deſire of 
my Soul in private, and in publick.: 
For this I fill my Mouth with Argu-- 
ments to that God who b:areth Pray- 
ers, even then when you do nt think 
of me: For this I ſtudy, and take 
pains, and am willing to ſpend my-- 
ſelf, and to be ſpent ; and your Sal 
vation is. the great Obje& of my care <- 
For this end [ venture your Anger, 
and careſs your Love: For this. end 
1 walk blameleſs among you, and. am- 
tender: of your welfare: For this end. 
I reprove, and exbort, . and entreat: 
you, and "run; and ſpend\my breath, 
and all, thit you may be ſaved. 

1 am not ignorant of the Newils: . 
devices; I am- ſenſible of the Nature 
of Sin, how apt it is to deceive youzand: 
though I am not with you in all pla- 
ces, I ſee, by the fs how the Enemy. 
| of yo-r Son's deals with yon, and what: 
will be the iſſue of a careleſs Life. I con-. 
ſrder the ſhrieks of the Damn'd in- 
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| The Epiſtle. 
Hel, and would fain keep you from that 
dangerous Gulph. I ſee you ſtand up- 
on the b:ink of BeſftruTion, and can- 
_ #::t forbear calling to you, O do your 
ſelves no harm ! 7he greateſt kind- 
neſs you can do me, the greateſt gra- 


titude you can expreſs, the greateſt ci- 


wility and reſpeF you can ſbew me, is, 
to do according to the wholſome Coun- 
fels I do give you: Whatever Con- 
ruft;ons ſome of you may put upon 
we Ad yas nd þ the S ub of all 
hearts knows this to be true, That I 
would rejoyce in nothing £ much, as 
3 your Obedience to the Goſptl. 
| I would fainrejoyce with you in the 
Great Day of the Lord Feſws : I would 
fain ſee you Glorious Saints in the 
Everlaſting Manſions: 1 would fain 
ſee you ſhine as Stars in the Firma- 
ment of Heavn : I would ſee you tri- 
unph with Angels, ſing with Cheru- 
bim, and joyr the Celeſtial Dnire in 
Eterna! Praiſes. Think what a diſ- 
mal ſight it will be inthat day, to ſee 
ſome of you weeping and howling - 
* the 
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The Epiſtle. . 
the burning Lake, that micht have 
feaſted with the Son of God, tn his 
Fathers Kingdom, We that meet to- 
ether in the Church Mulitant here, 
What a Happy, What a Glorious fight 
woulda it be, to meet all in the 
Church Triumphant, whey theſe Br- 
dies do drop from us ! 
It # no [mall grief to me, to ſees 


ſome of you,, who havelived for ſome 


years under my Miniſtry , given to 


the ſame fins and inordinate defpres., 


as Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Lying , 
Cheating, Diſſembling , Malice, Wrath, 
Hatred, Paſſion, Careleſneſs and Neg 
left of the Lord's Supper, Quarrelling, 
fooliſh Teſting, filthy Þ alk, Frothineſs, 
Pride, Uncleanneſs, &c. they were for- 
merly enamonred with :. Certaivly this 
muſt be an Argument againſt you in 
that day, when God ſhall judge the ſe- 
crets of Men, by the Everlaſting Go- 
ſpel.. - O let's not be forced to complain 
of: you , that we would have healed 

on, and you would not he healed. 7% 

this end I beſeech you... 2 
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.. I, Tomake the Rules in the follows 
ing Treatiſe familiar to you. There 
is nothing in it , but. what you'll 
find exattly agreeable to that Word , - 
on which you build your Faith. By 
making them familiar to you, I ao 
not only mean getting them by Heart, 
but applying yourſelves ts the ſerious 
 pradticeof them, till you get a habit 
of thoſe Virtues. A ſingle att now 
and then, when you are in a Religi- 
ous humour, will do no good ; but you 
muſt labor at them {o long, till they 
come to be incorporated with your Spi- 
rits, and minglewith your Complexi= 
0#, and Conſtitution. 

2. To oblize your Children, and 
Servants to learn theſe Rules with- 
out Book, and to adamoxiſh them to try, 
. and ſee, whether they obſerve them in 
their Behaviour and Converſation; to © 
ask them often, Whether their Atti- 
Ons are agreeable to theſe Rules, and 
whether they ave wot afraid of loſing 
Gods favour, by negtetting ſo great 
Satvation ? OOH 
ED 4 : But 


Dedicatory.- 
' But then you mſi fhew them 4 
good Example; for all. your Exhor«. 
tations will be but Wind, while you: 
| do- not expreſs the poſſibility. of li 
1 wing up to theſe Rules in your own 
' Lives. Tour Example will make 
theſe Chriſtian Virtues amiable, and: 
your Pradice muſt ſhew that you be- 
lieve them ' neceſſary.” Ard Oh! how: 
| comfortable will it be upon your Death-- 
. beds, and what joy will this teſti moe. 
ay of your Conſcience cauſe, that. in: 
Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, not: 
according to fleſhly Wiſdom, but ace 
» <cording to the Grace of God, you: 
have "I your Converſation in the. 
World ? God will. Iove you, even he, 
whoſe loving kindneſs 3s better thams - 
life itſelf: His Lone will cloſe your- 
Eyes: His Love will whiſper: the: 
glad tidings. of Happineſe. in your 
Fairs: His Love will: be your> 
Guigde through the Shadow. and Val- 
dey of Death; and this Love will* 
ſee you ſafe within. the Gates: off 
a Bleſe- 


The Epiſtle, ec. 
a Bleſſed Eternity. Which Love that 
it may become your Portion and In- 


heritance, is, and (hall be, the bearty 
Wiſh and Prayer of 


Your faithful Friend, and 
Miniſter in Chrift Jeſus, 


$ 
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TRUE NATURE 
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fe A Dialogue betwixt a Chriſtian and 
| his own Comnſciexce. 


. Conſcience. 


Ouze, rouze, thy ſelf, and a- 

R wake, thou ſlumbring Sinner, 

and think, what that Religion 

means thou doſt profeſs; and 

tell me ingenuouſly, What it is to bea 
Chriſtian? 

Chriſtian. It is not only to piglhl the 

|| "Dodrine of Feſws Chrift, but alſotolive, 

=— he lived ; to have the ſame Mind and 


2 The True Natureof the 


Spirit in me, that was in Him; to a& 


upon the great Principle of an unfeen. 
everlaſting Glory ; and to neglect alt 


things, rather than the Salvation of my: 
Immortal Soul, fFobx r5. 10. Phil, 2.5. 
Mitith. 16. 26. Heb, 12, 1,2, 
. Conſe. Haſttthoua Soul, that's in a-poſ- 
ſibility of being either Eternally. Happy, 
or Eternally Miferable ? © 

Chrift, T have, for my Soul certainly 
. Is not of the ſame nature with my Body, 
but is a Spiritual Subſtance , Rational, 
and Intelligent as Angels are, and theres 
fore Incorruptible;” and fignally differs 


from Bealts, -being - capable of ebeying- 


and diſobeying God; Matt. 10. 28. Pſal. 
32.9. Rev.22.8, 9. Iſa, 1.19; 20. 


Conſe. What if thy Soul be capable of 


obeying and diſobeying God, doth that 

make it either Happy, or Miſerable # 
Chrift. Yes, certainly : For to the Obe- 

dient, God hath faichfully promiſed Eter- 


nal Life, and Glory,»when- they leave this 
world ; and to the Diſobedient, He hath: 


peremptorily threatned everlaſting An- 
putſh, and Torment, Rom, 2. 6, 7, 8. 
Heb, Ge Oe 2 Theſſ. I. 6,7» 8,95 xg 
- - Conſe: What muſt-thou do then to be 
faved® © | - _ 


- Chriſt. 1muſt neccMarily obey the Pre 
cepts 


mu. 4 


Chriftian Religion. 2 
cepts and Commands of my Lord and 
Maſter, and Saviour Chri/? Jeſur, which 
he hath delivered, and enjoyn'd either- 
with his own Mouth, or by his Apoſtles, 
Jon 14.15, 2I. Jobs 15. 14. x Theff. 


' Conſe. What Precepts are. thoſe thou art 
bound to obey in order to be ſaved ? 

Cbrijt. 1. 1 muſt neceffarily curb mine 
Anger and Paſſion, and be very Meek to 
all Men. in my Speeches, Anſwers, and 
AQions; gentle, and not much concern'd 
under any Afﬀront, or Injury 'done to my. 
Perſon 3. or when any thing is ſaid, -or 
done, which difpleaſeth-me-; and be ready 
to forgive, and forget all-Injuries. - 

I muſt not. revile, when I am reviled 5; 
nor give ill Language to them that reproach 
re, nor revenge myſelf when it lies in my 
power 3 nor call Men Fools, and Rogues , 

n trivial occaſions. 

I muſt ſo far love mine Enemies, as to 
da good to them that hate me, if they 
cakes defire or want it ; blefs them that 
curfe me, and pray for them that uſe me 
mW, Mazth. 5.22, 44. Tipu 3.2. Rom. 12. 
17, I9. 1Peter2, 21,23; - 

2. t muſtbeyery "KEY ond bavetow 
and mean Thoughts of My; and of my 
TEA Knowledge , Fortune, ' Dignity , 

| Riches , 


4 The Trae Nature of the 
Riches, Means, and Condition in the” 
World. © © - HAS. $6045) $5 

I muſt, when I addreſs myſelf to God 
in Prayer , or Praiſes, be very vile and 
baſe in my. own fight, and be aſhamed to 
lift up my Eyes and Hands to God. 

I muſt efteem other Men, in whom TI 
{ce any Goodneſs, better than myſelf. 

L muſt not commend myſelf, nor take 
it ill., if other People do not; nor be 
fond of Worldly ReſpeRt and Honor , 
but muſt be Civil, Courteous, and: obli- 
ging even to the Meaneft, and Pooreſt ; 
and regard-the Honor that comes of God, 

- more than. the Honor which - comes of 
Men. Matt. 11.29. Mark 10, 15. obs 5: 
44, Gal, 5.26, 2 Sam. 6.22, 


3- I muft. be kind and cender-hearted, 
and compaſſionate, and love to do:geod: 

" temy Neighbour, either by good Advice. 
and Counſel; or Reproof', if he go on 
in. any known Sin ; orby my Means, and 
Money. and Goods, if he be in want ; or 
by my Labor and Induſtry, if I: can. do 
no more, according as my ability, and his 
neceſſity require : And if I know none , 
muſt ſeek out Objes, upon whom, and 
co-whom I may do good, Gal. 6. 6, 9, 10. 
Tim, >. Is I7.. ; j 
4. L- 
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Chriſtian Relivion.. q- 

' 4. I muſt ſhun all forefeen and known 
occaſions of Evil. 

- If, by looking on a Man or Woman, 
any diſhoneſt Luſt, or Defire, riſe in 
me, I muſt cruſh it, and look upon that 
Perfon no more: I muſt not go into com- 
pany," where I am certain I ſhall be temp- 
ted, and drawn into Sin z whether it be 
Drunkennefs, or Swearing, or Paſſion, or 
irothy or filthy Talk, or the like. 

I muſt not touch any thing, that would 
raiſe any inordinate Appetite in me; and 
muſt forbear gaudy Cloathing, and other 
exitxyal Ornaments, if they prove temp- 
tations to Pride or Loftineſs, and Vanity 
of Spirit, Marr. 5. 28, 29, 30. 1 Tim. 2. 
9. 1Pet. 3.3, 4. - 

5. F muſt labour to be very patient 
under any temporal AﬀMiGcions, whether 
Sicknefs, or Lofles,_or other Crofles and 
Diſappointments ; and neither murmur, 


- nor repine , becauſe God my Heavenly 


Father ſends it 3 and hath promiſed, Thac 
if I tove Him, to turn all theſe Troubles 
unto my unſpeakable good ; and defigns 
an infinice recompence in Heaven, for my 
Patience, Jam. 5. 7. Rom. 8.28. Heb. 12. 

7, 8,9. 
6, I muſt ſtudy great Simplicity in 
my Thoughts, Words, Actions, Garb, 
| | Cloaths , 


— he dank ot be ee Id Bs ond wet ES ME) 9%, 
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6 The True Nature of the 


Cloaths, Furniture, Houſes, Meat, Drink, 
and the like, and avoid all things that 
may puta fiop to my- progreſs in a Spi- 
ritual Life; and particularly, all ſuch Re- 
creations, as may- dull: and: damp good 
chings in me, -or. bring upon me an aver- 
fion. fromi that goodnels and ſimplicity, 
which was in. Chriſt and his. Apoſiles, 
and the PrimiciveChriſtians, 2 Cor. t. 12. 
Matt. 10, 16. Pb4,2..15. 1 Theſſ, 5. 22. 
'7. Imuſtin all places, where, ever, lam, 
watch over my Thoughts and Speeches; 
and\ Expreſſions, 'and ;\Adtions, becauſe 
God hears, and ſes me, and is every 
witere-preſent 5 and take heed, that nei- 


ther any ;, Temporal . Profit, nor Pleaſures. 


nor:the Favour of Men, make me ſay, or 


do, ; or- comply! with- any | thing; that is: 


Gaul, 'and-F ſuſpe@t to be fo, Pſa. 139. 


1,243 4: 44atth.12, 36. Cal. 4.6.1 Theſſ. 


4» 4, 55 6. Atty 3- 29» 

. '8..1 muſi not ule equivocations,pr men- 
tal reſervations,: when I (peak, or take an 
Oath.; or promiſt. any thing, or make 2: 
Bargain, | nor tell aLie' witting!y ;or wile: 


fully, though F might gain all the Riches: 
of the World, or could ſave wy life by. 


itz but ſpeak-the Truth when ever I 
think fit! to ſpeak, or give an; anſwer, let 
the inconvenience be whatit will, @ the: 

| | an- 


> 


de ils AIG A ET ey 


# 


FEA 


Chriſtian Religion. = 
{ danger never ſo great, Epbeſ. 4. 28, 1 Per. 
3+ 44 
. 9. I muſt take (pecial notice of the va» 
rious dealings of God with my Soul and 
Body, and praiſe, and admire him for. 
thoſe Providences, whether Spiritual-or 
Temporal, as many as come. within my 
cognilance. : 
I muſt oraiſe him when I riſe, when 1 
lie down, when I fit up, when 1 walk ,' 
_ when II cat or drink, or get any lawful 
gain, or Meg are kind and: favourable to 
me, Eſ.5. 11,12, Pſal. 105.5. Matt. 6. 26> 
27, 38 I Cor. 10. 31, 1 Theſſ. 518.. 
j .10; I muſt do the ſame; kindnefſes, fa-: 
vours and. ſeryices to other: Men, which I: 
would have other Men, : wha' are:in: fuch» 
circumſtances, do. to me, and therefore Þ 
muft be charitable, juſt, honeſt, faithful., 
figcere in all my dealings with them,-ahnd 
put a good. conſtruction on their doubtful: 
ations, becauſe I wpuld have them beſo, 
and do ſo to me, Mazt, 7.12. 1 Car..13.: 
451617. Rom, 13.7,8, 9. | 
11, According to the condition ; cal- 
ling, or relation I am in, I. muſt diſcharge: 
my duty belonging to that calling, condi- 
tion, or relation, with very great confci- 
entiouſneſs3/ as a Servant, I muſt be faith- 


ful a_d reſpe&ful to wy. Maſter or Mis 
ſixcſs:; 


Sas REbo do ol Abd ea AE > 
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ſtreſs 3 as a Son or Daughter, very ten- 
der of my Parents welfare , credit, and 
command ; as a Subject, obedient and 
loyal to the King, and thoſe who are in 
Authority under him, inall lawful things 3 
as a Member of a publick Chprch, carc- 
ful-to preſerve its peace and nnity ; as a 
Husband , or Wife, loving , kind , and 
amiable to my yoke fellow ; and in the 
lawful calling God hath plactd me in, di- 
ligent and induſtrious. 1 Pet: 2. 13, 143 
38. Epb.6.1,4, 5. Col. 3. 18,19, 20,2x, 
22. Col. 4. 1. Rom. 12.11. 

12. I muſt delight to think of God , 
and delight to ſpeak of Spiritual things, 
and delight to do the Will of God 3 and 
delight in all theſe, and in other good 
Works, more than in the gaudes, pomp , 
glory, and vanity of this preſent World. 

I muſt uſe the World, as if I uſed it not 
and be very indifferent, whether I have 
much of the Worlds Goods or no : And 
my chief Aim and Deſign muſt be to get 
a Share in God's everhſting Kingdem. - 
Manb. 6.33, 1 Cor. 7. 29,30, 31. Pſal. 
112. I. Pſl. 139.17. Pſal. 119.72. 

Couſc. Why art thou obliged to do all 
this, in order to Salvation? 

Chriſt. Partly, becauſe God , my Su- 
preme Goveznour , cxpreſly __ 

| encle 


Chriſtian Religion. 9 
theſe things to be done ; 'paztly, becauſe 
Eternal Happineſs is promiſed: to none 
but ſuch as in good earneſt apply them- 
ſelves eo the performance'of them part- 
ly, becauſe, infinite Glory is a thing of that 
conſequence, that it deſerves theſe pains; 
and this excellent temper; partly, becauſe 
the Love of God to me is ſo great, that 
I can do no;Jeſs in common gratitude , 
. Maith, 5.20; Matth. 19. 17. Luke 13.24. 

2 Cor. 5, 14. LID 

Conſc. What. is . that mighty Love of 
God, that challenges ſuch gratitude ? 

Chriſt. When with the reſt of Mankind 
I was loſt, and undonein my firſt Parents, 
deprived of all hopes of 'Mercy and Par- 
don, and Salvation;the Efernal Son of God, 
to reſtore. me to God's Favour, and 'to 
make me capable of Pardon, and Eternal 
Salvation, took my Nature upon him, be- 
came Man, ſuffered'and died for me; and 
having by his death purchaſed this Pardon 
and Salvation for me; offers me theſe Mer- 
cies upon condition of obeying the afore- 
ſaid Precepts, Fobn 3.16. Rom. 5. 17,21. 
2 Cor. 5.19. "mM 

Conſc, But what if thou haſt not obey- 
ed theſe Precepts of the Goſpel, is there 
any remedy or hopes to recover the fa» 
vour of God ? LEE TESTED 

[1 | Chriſt, - 
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10 The True Nature of the 
Chrift. T muſt neceſſarily repent of my 


Diſobedience wich all ſpeed; and make 


it my bufineſs for the future, to live up 
to thoſe Rules, in deſpight of all com- 


mands and allurements from Men to the 
contrary: And upon this Repentance, fin- 


cere Reſolution, and earneſt endeavours tv 


_ obey them, I may. certainly hope for Par» 


don and. Salvation, becauſe he hath pro- 
miſed-it. Matth. 11. 28, 29. Ef. 55.7. 


Foel 2.12, 13, 14- 
Conſc. But is it poſſible,doſt thou think, 


*for any Man to obey, and live up to theſe 


Precepts ? 

Chriſt. If it were not poſſible for me to 
obey them, 1 cannot imagine why God 
ſhould. peremptodrily require it of me: ' 
And therefore I may certainly ſo'fat obry 
them, as not to aQ wittingly or wilfully, 


ordecliberately againſtthem; and fo per- 


form them, as to 'make them the ſerled 
Rule of my Thoughts, Deſires, Words, 
and 'Agions, if: T will but uſe the means, 
God hath preſcribed in order to this: Ho- 
ly Obedience, Matth. 25. 26, 27. 1 Cor, 
10. 13. 1 fob. 5.3. of 

_ _ Conſc. What arc thoſe means, where- 
by this Holy Obedience may be attain» 


Chrift. They are Eight, 1. Conſiderati- 


On 


Chriſtian Religion, it 
on and Thinking. - 2. Earneft Prayer for 
the affiſtance of God's Grace and Spirit. 
3. Diligent Hearing and Reading the 
Word of God. 4. Asking Advice, and 
conſulting with faichful ' Miniſters ' of 
the Goſpel. 5. SdF-Examination. 6. A 
right apprehenſion of the Nature of: God, 
and of Spiritual things. 7. Humblling the 
Soul with Faſting. 8. A Conſcientious uſe 


| of the Two Sacraments, the Son of God | 


hath inſtitated, and ordained! © © 
Confe. How is Confideration;and Think> 
ing to be managed ? 
_ Chrift, Imuſt feriouſly, and frequently 
retire, and think with myſ{dlf, that {are- 
ly God's promiſes and threatnings will be 
falhfled ; that upon the moment of ' my 
death, there depends Erernity ; and what 
a fad and forlom condition T ſhonld bein, 
ſhoald Ecernal anguiſh ſeize on my Soal, 
when it leaves this World 3 and though 
God be patient, yet he will not be mock- 
ed; that there is no Soul in Hell at this 
time, but would be glad to obey God. if 
they might be freed, and tried once more 
hereon Earth 3 that a work of that con- 
cern is not to be neglected for trifles 3 
that my Death is very uncertain, and a 
Death-bed is no place or ' time to bring 
myfar to a habit of Obedience, ' Dewt. 
| 32. 
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32. 29. Pſal. go. 12. Pſal. 50. 22. 
Conſe, What is the nature of Prayer, 
and carneſt begging for Grace and afſiſt- 
ance of God's Spirit ? 

Chrift. 1 muſt take care, that my Heart 
and Mind do pray as well as my Lips 
I muſt be ſenſible of what I pray for, and 
fix my Thoughts upon God in Prayer , 
and earneſtly long for his Grace and Mer-. 
cy, and be importunate with him, pray 
often, and with fervour, like a Perſon that 
am concern'd at the danger Iamin; I 
muſt watch againſt wandring Thoughts, 
or expel them when they come in ; and 
my Soul muſt eſteem and prize the Grace 
of God, and aſliſtance of God's Spirit, | 
above all. the advantages of the World, >; 
and be reſile(s till I get it, and take no- 
tice how God hears and anſwers my 
Prayers, aj 4. 24. Pſal. 66. 18, Pſal. 
63.1. Pſal. 16.8. 

Conſe. What doſt thou mean by dili- 
gent Hearing and Reading of the Word of 
God? 

Chriſt. When Lead or hear it, I muſt 
read and hear it with attention, and re- 
ſolution, to know God's Will, that I may 
doit: Before I read and hear it, I muſt 
beg of God to enlighten me, and to im» 


__ thoſe good Leſlons, I ſhall hear or _ 
read, 


F 
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read, upon wy Soul, and to make them 
effeftual to me; I muſt apply the general 
Commands I read and hear, to mine own 
! Soul; and believe, that what God com» 
: mandsall Men,as Chriſtians and Believers, 
he commands me in particular. I muſt 
watch againſt worldly Thoughts in read- 
ing, and hearing and remember, I do fin, 
if I donot mind whatT read or hear,Lzk 8. 
18. Mark 4. 24. fob. 5. 39. Pſal. 119,18. 
Conſe, In what manner muſt thou ask 
advice of faithful Miniſters of the Goſ- 
el ? 

: Chriſt. T muſt go to thoſe whoare very 
«e fſcrious, or. ſend for any of them, and ask 
' them about the ſtate and condition of my 
' © Soul ; and what I muſt do to ſecure God's 
Favour ; how I muſt go about the great 
work of Salvation ; and beg their direCti- 

on in performing the Will of God; and 
acquaint them how it is with me 3 what 

| Temptations I am fſubje&t too, and what 
| Corruptions I am inclined to: And in> 
; treat them to tell me, how to be rid of 
them, and oblige them to help me with 
their Prayers, and encourage me to a vis» 
gorous perſuit of- the everlaſting Riches3 
and when I haye done ſo,muſt follow their 
Advice and Counſel, As 16. 30; 31,32: 
Ark 10. 17. CR" 7. 
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T4 The True Nature of the 
Conſe; And what is to be done with 
Self-Examination ? 
_ Cbriſt, I muſt frequently look into my 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and ſee 
whether they are agreeable to the Rules 
of the Goſpel, every night I muſt take 
an account of myſelt, and conſider what 
J] have been doing in the day times whe- 
ther I have not told a Lye, deceiv'd no 
body, broke forth into no paſſion, done 
Good, reſiſted Temptations, been often 
with God in Prayer, taken notice of God's 
Providences, &. that, where I have done * 
amiſs, I may watch againſt it the next * 
day 3 and where I have done well, I may * 
admire the Goodneſs of God, and. praiſe | 
him for it, P/ſal. 4+ 4+ 2 Cor, 13.5. Lam.” L 
40. q 
4 Conſc. What apprehenſions mult thou 
have of God, and Spiritual things ? 
Chriſt. Imuſt believe, j 
x. That God is a Spirit Omnipreſent, Þ 
Omniſcient, infinitely Good, and. Wiſe, 7 
and Holy, and Juſt, and will be a Rewar- 7 
der. to them that diligently ſeek him; and * 
puniſh the Diſobedient , either here, or ! 
hereafter, or both here and hereafter, 2? 
Heb. 11.6. 2 Theſſ. 1. 6,7. Pſal. yo. Il. þ 
Pſal. 50. 21. 4 
2. That this God is our Sypreme Go- b 
vernor, | 
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Chriſtian Relirion.. Ig 
vernor:,' and hith revealed himſelf to be 
Father ,. Son, and , Holy Ghaeft.,. or -our 

reator, Redecmer, and: SanGifier 3 and 
that. chere. is 'ſome reſemblance. of. theſe 
Three in One in the Sun, in which-is the 
Light, and Heat, and Beam, which Three 
make but one Sun, 1 Fohs 5. 7. Maith. 
28. 19. 2 Cor, 13. 14. 

. That all mankind fell in Adam, the 
firſt Man, and by that fall, moved God 
to withdraw his Love and Fayour from 
them; and that God the Son, in commi- 
{eration to our Nature, became Man of 
the Virgin Mary, ſuffered and died , and 
by his Death, rendred God the Father , 
or rather. the whole Trinity ,. kind and 
propitious to us, and willing to; receive 
us into Favour, and to give us Pardon , 
and everlaſting Life , upon the conditi- 
ons of Repentance and unfeigned Obe- 
dience; and therefore juſtly called Chriſt 
Jeſus, z. e. the Anointed Saviour, Rom. 5. 
3, 9: 10; Gal. 4. 4, 5. Matth. 1.21. . 

4-- That the:Scripture, where all this is 
revealed, isthe Word of God becauſe the 
Men who revealed this in Scripture, were 
inſpixcd by the Holy Ghoſt, and in con- 
firmation. of it, wrought true Miracles , 
Miracles tevell'd againſt the,. power of 
Sin,. and-impoſlible to be done by human 
TIT; 5 2- firength 


oe -- The True Nature of the 


ſtrength : The truth' of which Miracles 
hath been conve: ed downto Poſterity, by 
multitudes -of Eye witnefſes, and from 
them reccived by all Chriſtian People, 
Fleb. 2. 1,2,3, 4. 

5. That the Promiſes and Threatnings 
of the Golpel will infallibly be fulfilled 
ſooner or later, becauſe God cannot lie, 
T0 1520 

6. Thatcour Soul is not our Bicath, 

nor 'our Blood -, nor the Spirits of our 
Blood, but a Spiritual Subſtance, able to 
live; and a& without this groſs Body 
we carry about us; and will immediately, 
vpon leaving this Body, be obliged to ap- 
pear before'God, and to give him an ac- 
count-of its good and evil Worksz and 
according to the prevalency or predomi- 
nancy of either. be made ſenſible of the 
Sentence of Abſolution, or Condemnati- 
on, which ſhall be pronounced at the Day 
of Judgment, Luke '16. 22,23. © 

7. That at the end of this World, there 
will be a ſolemn day of Judgment, where- 
in the Bodies' of all Men thall riſe , and 
be 're-united to their Souls; and "their 

houvghts, Words, and Adions be 
rought to light, and Judged, and Sen- 
tence ſolemnly pronounced and the 


Good commanded to take pofſeſſion: of 
i» Eternal 
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Chriftiar Religion, 47 
Eternal Joys , and the Bad to go into E+ 
yerlaſting Torments, 2 Cor. 5: 10; Matith. 
2546, 4& 5252 195.0) 3310237932118 
-$, That God rcquires no more of 'us , 
than we do of our Children , and: Ser- 
vants, and that's Love; and that this 
Love, if it be truce, and hearty , muſt ne- 
ceffarily diſcover: itſelf in -Repentance , 
and forrow for offendigg-him, and*a fin- 
cere endeavour to pleaſe and obey him for 
the future, Lak, 6.46. Malach. 1.6. 

9. That thougttby Nature we are ge- 
nerally more prone to Evil than to Good, 
and have a ſtronger Byaſs' to Sin than 
Ons :: Yet God the Holy: Ghoſt, 
by his power and influences, will-certainly 
aſſiſt, and help us to abhor that which is 
Evil, and tocleave to that which is Good 
if ſo be, that by carneſt Prayer, Faſting , 
and Meditation, we long, and breath for 
his Help and Influences, Zxke 21.13. © 

10. That all the Service I offer to 
God, muſt be performed with my Mind, 
Will and Aﬀections, or with my Inward 
Man, and with my Heart 3 and that 
without my Mind have the greateſt ſhare 
tn the Service, it is inſtgnificant, and re- 
jected' by God, - Prov. 23.26. AMatth. 23: 


_ 37: 


17. That by Believing in Scripture , 
3 for 


tions, and<tontemplations of my Sins, and 


18 The True Natare of the 


for the moſt part, is meant nothing: but 
Obeying 3: and that he who obeys not the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, doth not believe 
that they :are-cither Divine; 'or neceflary 
to be obeyed, or that the Goſpel is in- 
fallibly true , AGs 6.7. Heb, 11, 24, 25, 
26, 2 Thefl. 1.11. 

12.;/Thatithat frame of Spirit, which 
fits a Man for. Eganal Happineſs, .is thei» 
ther a! cuſtomary-)frequenting the:Oxdi- 
nances.of God , nor ſhunning the grofſer 
Sins and Vices of the Age we live in 
nor being Maſter of a fingle Virtue 3 but 
a Spiritual temper: of 'Mind', -which puts 
vs ypon-'doing all that's neceflary. 'to, be 
donein order to. Salvations Rome. S. $6, 

I0. 
” Conſe. What are the Rules to ba obſer- 
ved in humbling the Soul with Faſting ? 
.  Chrift. 1 muſt frequently, as often as my 
ſtrength will bear it, give myſelf to Faſting 
and: Prayer 3: and on thoſe Fafts, wreſtle 
with God ' for growth: in: Grace » and 
ſirength againſt thoſe Sins Tarn moſt prone 
and inclined- to , and No courage 
againſt Temptations. 
- I muſt give Alms on that day:;. fot 
the refreſhing of ſome. poor Member! of 
Chriſt; and ſpend the Day in Supplica- 
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Chriſtian Religion. 19 
of the Wrath of God, TI have deſerved, 
and of Gods Mercy to penitent Sinners 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and in Holy Reſolutions 
to! be watchful | over my: Heart- for the 
future, that 1 may perform thoſe Du- 
ties I have formerly neglected, and- imi- 
tate Holy Men and Women in their Vir- 
tuous PraQices, Eſc 58. 6,7. Matth. 6. 
17; 18, 1:Cor. 7. 5: 1 Cor. 9, 27. : 

Conſe. Wherein doth, the. Conſcientis 
ous Uſe of the Holy Sacraments conſiſt? 

Chriſt, Tn entertaining right and ſuita- 
ble Notions of the nature of theſe Sa» 
craments, and uſing them to thoſe ends- 
and purpoſes, for which they are. de- 
{igned, Matth. 6. 22; 1 Cor. 10: 31... 
Conſe. What Notions muſt thou' centers 
tain 'about theſe Sacraments? 

Cbriſt. 1. That theſe Sacraments : are 
in the nature of Solemn Vows and Pro+ 
teſtations:: That I will be faithful to 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, by the affifianco 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; or.in. the nature of 
Covenants, where God and Man do-mu- 


. tually engage themſelves one-to another; 


or in the nature of outward viſible Signs, 

whereby ſome Spiritual thing is repreſent- 

ed, Rom. 4. 12. Exod; 13.9. 1 Pet. 3. 
20.27. 

' 2, That theſe Sacraments are: ordained 

B 4 and 
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and inſtituted by the Son of God, my | 


Saviour ; and that Baptiſm, and the Sup- 
per of the Lord are all the Sacraments, 
that are' either”. given by Chriſt to the 
Church, or need to be receiv'd by the 
Church of Chriſt, Matth. 28. 19. 1 Ccr- 
11. 23. 

.- 3. That Baptiſm is a ſignificant Cere- 
mony, whereby Children, Men, and Wo- 
men, are waſhed with Water; which 
Waſhing imports God's Pardon for our 
Sins, and our Daty to keep ourſelves 
pure from Sin for the future; God pre- 
miſing the one, and we the other, 1 Per. 
Je'2T."1Cor.6.1n. | | 

4.- That though Children can make no 
ſuch Promiſes, yet it's fit they ſhould be 
Baptized 3 becauſe they are part - of the 
Nations which Chriſt would have Bap- 
tized, and are Diſciples, and in the Co- 
venant of Grace: And .ic's enough, that 
other Perſons promiſe for them as their 
' Guardians 3 which Promiſe they are bound 
to perform, when they come tobeof Age, 
Afts 2.39, 39. 

5- That the Bread and Wine (et before 
the Congregation-in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, repreſents, or. puts me in 
mind of, the Crucified Body and Blood 


of Chriſt; or rather of the Benefits of 
Chriſt's 
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. Chriſtian Religion. 2L 
Chiilt's Death , which are, pardon: of 
Sin , and a right to Eternal Bliſs : And 
morcover; afſures me , that if I cat and. - 
drink in this Sacrament with unfeigned. 
purpoſe of mind, to make; Conſcience of 
whatever Chriſts mand me, that the 
Benefits of Chriſt's Death .and Suffer- 
ings, viz, God's Pardon, and a Right to 
Everlafting Glory, ſhall as- verily be ap- 
plied to me, and become one with my. 
Soul , as the Bread and Wire, which re- 
preſent. theſe Benefits; become one with 
my Subſtance, 1 Cor, 10. 16. 

6. That coming. to the Lord's. Sup 
per, is the ſlrongelt engagement to.a Ho»: 
ly Life 3 becauſe, I do there perſorally., 
freely, and ſolemnly, remember the death 
of Chriſt, and that my fins cauſed his 
death 5 and. do proteſt to allow myſelf 
no longer in them, but to-imitate Chriſt 
Feſus in his Meeknefs, Patience, Humili- 
ty, Charity, and Goodneſs , 1 Cor. x4. 
24 25- 

Conſe. How mult theſe Sacraments be 
uſed, in order to thy preſent and ever- 
laſting Comfort? 

Chriſt. x.' Asto Baptiſm, Fmuſt be bap- 
tiz?d. but once, becauſe that initiates, 
and admits me into the fellowſhip of 
Chrilfians > and gives me a Right and: 

B 5g Licle. 
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Title to the uſe of the means of Grace 3 
and this need to be done but once : All 
that is to be done after this, is to keep 
a good Conſcience towards God, ard to- 
wards Man, in the uſe of thoſe means , 
according to the promiſe made for me 
when I was waſhed with Water, Epheſ. 


4.5. 

4 As to the Swpper of the Lord , that 
requires my frequent coming ; becauſe I 
ſtand in need of frequent renewing, not 
enly of my Repentance, and love to God, 
and charity to my Neighbours ; but of 
the motives and enforcives to theſe Gra- 
ces , whereof the remembrance of the 
love of God in the death of Chriſt, is 
the greateſi, and molt remarkable, x Cor. 
11.26, 
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Fire of the Altar. 
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DIRECTIONS 


', Concerning the 


W any Receiving of the Lords. 


NT. 


RAP. 1 
A preparatory Meditation to bring the 
Mind into 4 Jeriou "gk 
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F it not fit, © my Soul, thou houldeft : 


pauſe a little on.thy Redeamers Death, 
before thou goelt: to rememberit with-the- 
Congregation? There arc thoſe; Charms 
in thas. Deaths which,:if rightly Si 


«Dis 


24 '. The Fireof the. Altar. = 
will be invincible Motives to thee to dye 
to a finful Life, and to embrace the Holy 
Life of Jefus. | z 

" © Shouldſt not thou think ? Shouldſinot * 
thou cry? ' : 


| 


O, that IT had Wings like a Dove, that 

F might fly away to Golgatba, and behold 

the dreadful Spectacle of God, crucified 
for the fins of the Children of Men! A 

mighty Myſtery this! To the Jews a 

Stumbling-block, and to the Greeky fao- 

liſhneſs :"What all the Fewiſh Rabbins could 

not ſee, what the greateſt Heathen Sages 

could not find out, that bath God revea- 
ted. O God! Thy Ways are not asour 

Ways, nor are thy Thoughts as our 

Thoughts. We entertain mean appre- 

Henſions. of Thee, fuch as our narrow 
underſtandings yield; but thou loveſt to 

| do all things- contrary to the meaſures, 
we poor Mortals take. This hath been 
Thy method, ever fince thou haſt thought 

fit to' plant 'a Church in the World 
Thou did ſend | Lot into Sodom, and, 

contrary to Mens imagination, didſt pre- 
ſerve him. from the infeQion of thae 
BFcaftly Crew. In the midſt of an Idolke . 
ke Ve ; £xous <. : 
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trous Countryz Thou did bid Eljab ftand 
up, and declare thy Name to the beſot- 
ted Iſraelites; A place, where to own the 
true God, was fatalz and to make men- 
tion of thy Worſhip, Herefie : Where to 
profeſs thy Faith, was counted -madneſs; 
and not to imitate the Luxury of the Age, 
a crime unpardonable. Among the wicked 
men of Anathoth, thou didſt ſeparate fe- 
remiab for the Prophetick Officez and in 
the Land of Vz crowded with Pagans 
and Infidels, gaveſt Foba heart to fear thy 
Providence. © Out of Vz, the Metropoks 
of Chaldean Superſtition, thou didſt call 
the Beloved Abrabam; and vouchſafedi 
to him the knowledge of thy Will, ina 
crooked and perverſe Generation. Thou 
didſt fill the baſhful 14ſes with courage 
to talk to Kings; and a timorous Aaron, 
by thy Order, can controul Atheiſts and 
Idolaters. Thou loveſi to create a World 
out of nothing ; and to call. things that 
are, out of thoſe. which do not appear. 
Thou loveſt to do things, which to us 
feem impoſſibilities, and when the Fig-tree 
doth not bloſſom, loveſt to produce moſt 
pleaſant Fruit. When calamities are be- 
come dangerous, and paſt remedy, thou 
lovelt to ſhew thy healing hand; and when 
no probabilities of help appear, w—_ 
e feng . er 
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thy Power and Glory. Thou. loveſt to 
bring forth Grapes from Thorns, and- 
Figs from Thiftlesz and out of a bar- 
ren Soil, or curfed Ground, many times 
letteſt the richeſt Spices grow. When 


all Mankind lay in darkneſs, and was co |; 


vered with the ſhadow of Death 3- when 
Devils plaid about them, and the furies 
of the burning Lake laid hold of them 3 
When the fiery Dragon was - ready to 
devour them, and the old Serpent going 
to {wallow up their Souls ; Behold, thy 
Son appears from Heaven , frights the 
Powers of Darkneſs, and all Immediately 


difappear. 
'TT. 


Ah! My deareſt Jeſu! Meekeſt of 
Kings, and fairer than all. the Children 
of Men ? Ibchold Thee reigning and hang- 
ing 'on the Croſs! Reigning ; for in de- 
ſpight of all the reproaches of thine Ene- 
mies,” thou waſt ſtill the everlafting King, 
and Saints and Angels bowed to- Thee 
when thy Body was torn, bruiſed, and 
wounded on the Free, their reproaches 
could not-dethrone Thee, their 'viralent 
Fongues could not make Thee leſs than 


thou'- -wert 7 Oe" impotent wretches 
| my 
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might bark at the Sun, but could not ec- 


| lipſe its Glory. Thou could have de- 


ſtroy*d their Tongues,but woyldft notzand 
it was a Royal a&, not to puniſh them, 
when thou hadſi the greateſt provocations, 
O my Lotd ! I ſee Thee blotting ont the 
Hand-Writing , which was againſt me! 
Huw red were the CharaQers ! How 
bloody were the Lines! yet thy Blood 
makes them as white as Snow. © 


'. © BY 


O my Lord : I hear thy words ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, arid piercing, 


to'the dividing aſunder of the Bones and, 


Marrow.: I hear thy Complaints, T'mean, 
which broke the Rocks, and ſhook the 
Earth, and ſhall not my heart be moyed 
at them ?; For Thee, the Son of God, to 
cry out, 'My Sout is exceeding ſor rowfuljeven 


unto de#th'! Who '<an hear 'this'?' Who 


can think of jt, and not ſtand confound- 
ed ! For Omnipatence to fink thus! 'For 
infinite Perfe&tion to faint thus! For Him 
that ſat on the Circle of the Earth, and 
before - whom all Nations wer big 

Graſhoppers'; for 'Him thus to 'fyood', 
ehus to weep, thus to mourn? Whi 

couta* be the” reaſon ? © thou Prince* 
i | * Peace ! 
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Peace! Fer the iniquity of thy People, . 
Thou waſt firuck ; for the fins of - the 
World, Thou didſt ſuffer baniſhment, and 
waſt uſed, as if Thou hadit not been a- 
nointed with Oyl, or been guilty of the 
crimes, Thy Foes accuſed Thee of.. The 
Snares of Death did encompaſs Thee, 
Thy Friends forſook Thee! and thy He- 
ritage, like a Lion out of the Wood, did 
roar againſt Thee ! O my Bowels, be ye. 
troubled at this remembrance ! © my 
finty Heart, canſt thou ſee thy Lord, as 
it were, crucified before thine cyes, and 
not break out into Floods -of Tears ! O 
Jefu ! Thou crycſt to thy Father, and he 
hears Thee not ! He ſeems to be cruelto. 
his Son, and deaf to Thy Iamentations ! 
The windows of Heaven ſeem to be ſhut, 
and a Veil to be drawn over all. the Joys 
and Comforts and Canfſ@lations., that for- 
mexly. water'd and cnrich'd thy Soul! 
See, how dry, and barren, and burnt up, 
this precious. Soil appears. _. No ſhowers 
from above come down, no Sun ſhines 
upon itz the Stars of Heaven withhold 
their influence, and ſcarce an Angel will. 
tir co Thy aſliſtance. O Thou who. art 
- all Glorious within, and art Thy (elf the 
Glory of che Univerſe! Were my Sins 
laid in a Balance, they would weigh hea- 

VIER 
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vier than the Sand on the Seca-ſhore ; and 
then, What need I wonder, that Thou 
? cryeſt ſo loud under the heavy load? : For 
2 . the Arrows of the Lord ſiick in Thee; 
” and his Hand preſſes Thee ſore. 


; wy | £ 

 O Bleſſed Nazarite ! whiter than Snow, 
brighter than the Sky, purer than the Sun; 
How is Thy Face disfigured with Grief! 
How do Thine Eies languiſh ! How difmal 
doſt thou appear / Isthis the Face that was 
' the PerfeQion of Beauty ? Is this the Face 
” that was once the Defire of all Nations ? 
|. Is this the Face which ſo many Prophets 

and Righteous Men have deſired to ſee? 
eIs this the Face that Abrabam long'd'to 
behold, and the Patriarchs were.-ambiti- 
ous to have a view of? Is this the Face, 
admired by Angels, and dreaded by De- 
vils? What is thy Beloved more than 
another Beloved? O Thou faireſt among 
Women! Is this the mighty Bridegroom 
of the Church, who was once trans : 
red on the Holy Mount, and his Face did | 
1} Mſhineas the Sun, andhis Raiment became 
7 white as the Light? Is chis he, whom 
' God anointed wich the Oil of Gladneſs 
above his Fellows ; whoſe Garments ſmell 


of Myrth, Aloes and Caſha 3 and caſt ſuch 
Fl 
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a ſcent, that the Daughter-of Tyre came 
withia Gift, and the rich among the peo- 
ple entreated' his Favour ? How. is he al- 


ter'd; How is-his Countenance chang'd / |! 
How is the Gold become'dim , and the : 


fine Gold chang'd ! Yet till thou art 


lovely to a Soul that ſees farther than : 


the outſide, ' Still Thou art a Cordial to 
fainting! Spirits. Still Thou art a Fountain 
of living waters. iStill Thou art the Joy 


of the "whole Earth,” the Light of Hea- 


ven, andthe Song of Si9u. My! Thoughts, 
O Lord, ſhall follow Thee to the Croſs. 


Methinks. I ſee, how Thou art going to - 
die; thou lookeſt back on thine Enemicsy | 


and, notwithſtanding all their! Aﬀronts, 


offercſtthem Mercy.* 'O Incomprehenfi- 


ble Goodneſs! Even then,when Thouart 
lifted up ' to- the infamous Tree, Thou 
draweſt, - and inviteſt all Men to-Thee, 
Fhou”Preacheſt on the Croſs, and Thy 


very wounds are Sernions to the-Children 


of 'Men ; and thy Blood trickling down, 
is an exhortation to Repentance. Sure- 
ly it is good for me to adhere unto Thee, 


.and to count it-death to be ſeparated from 
Thee. 


V. © 
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it Witi:: | 
/ -:.O, whither ſhall I go'but t6- Thee, who 
' haſt words of Eternal Life! Thou art wy 
: Sun, by Thee I ſhall be enlightned , by 
{ Thee my Soul ſhall be warmed; O, how 
comfortable are Thy beams ! What a 
progreſs muſt that Soul make,” on iwhich 
Thou ſhineſt , and<darteſt Thy glorious 
Rayes! Thon art that lofty Cedar, whoſe 
boughs overſpread the Believing World !- 


y 4 

h . E's #* 4 
& . . 
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-./Under the ſhadow of that” Tree will T 
reli: Tt is for the healing of 'the Nations. 
I will be glad in the- Lord, and rejoyce in 
my bleeding Jeſus. While the World 
deſpiſes Thee , I will honour Thee ; 
While great Men paſs by ,--and regard 
Thee not, I that am-poor and needy will 
wait to be refreſhed by Thee! | 


VIE. 


Go, ye fools! Be, be enamoured with 
your Trifles, admire your Butterflies , 
doat i on * your ſenſiia} Pleaſures : Here 
is one that looks charming in his Tears , 

| lovely 
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lovely in his Blood,amiable in his Wounds, 4 
and is more beautiful in the midſt of all | 
his diſireſſes, than the brighteſt Virgins * 
Face, adorned with all the glittering Trea- © 
fares of the Exft, > 


V 1111. 


\ . O my Strength ! By Thee I defire to | 
be comforted, and ſupported... O: anoint * 
my Eyes with thy Sovercign Eye-ſalve, : 
and I ſhall ſee , and live. O that the ' 

| Clouds, which dwell on my Underſtand- ! 
ing, where diſperſed, that I might look | 
upon Thee ftedfaltly ! O then Thou | 

_ would appear more lovely to me on'the | 
Crofs, than Greſ«: in his Throne, or Sole- 
2604 in all his Glory! God forbid that I | 
ſhould glory in any thing, fave in the 
Croſs of Chrift. In this lie hid vaſt trea- 

' ſures of Sweetneſs ! O my Jeſus! Make 
me conformable to Thy death, and give 
me leave to carry Thy marks in my Body: 
Let me be crucified with Thee, and let 
Chriſt for ever live in me, 


I X. 


Canſt thou live in'a Soul that hath a- 
buſed I hy Mercy, Nlighted Thy Patience, 
| | - 
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and ſo often baffled the Rratagems of 
/ Thy compaſſion ? I believe, Lord! © 
* help my Unbelief. Thou cameſt to call , 
* not the Righteous, but Sinners, to repen- 
tance. Oh then my Husband will love 
me, my Redcemer will come and live 
with me; for my repentings are kindled, 
I hate the ſins that have defiled my Soul! 
Away, ye Swine ! Here are'no Devils to 
enter in. I am to receive my Bride- 
groom into ty heart. Come, Lord Jeſu, 
Come quickly ! Thou art the welcomeſt 
Gueſt T know ! How happy ſhall I be, if 
Thou wilt lodge in this earthly Taber- 
nacle ! Happicr, than if all' the Angels 
of Heaven took up their habitation 
| ®here 


RX. 


O ye beſotted Fews, what makes you . 
run ſo faſt to kill the Lord of Life? Ye 
cannot live without him , and what evil 
ſpirit doth poſſeſs you, to kill and murther 
him ? Can you think of his Miracles, and 
do ſo? Can you refle& 'upon his Do- 
Qrine, and attempt ſuch villanies ? Can 
you remember, how he taught you in the 
Temple, even to aſtoniſhment, and ven- 
ture on ſuch proceedings? Can you call 
| | ”s 
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to mind how he hath purged your. Coun» | 
try of Devils, and your Sick. of their | 
Diſeaſes , and ſuffer the Devil to enter | 
into you ? ; 


X 1. 


|| 
| 
| 


O dreadful ſpeRtacle! O that my Head 
were Water! Who will riſe with me a- 
gainſt the Wicked ? O Thou that art pu- Þ 
rer than the Lilies,purge me with Hyflop, * 
and I ſhall be clean 3 waſh me, and my } 
filthineſs ſhall not be ſeen! O bathe me 
in the Fountain open'd for the Houſe of |: 
Fadah, and Feruſalem; and I ſhall look ||, 
fairer than the Children, which fed on the | 
Meat of the King of Babylon's Table. O» | 
my God, I thirſt for Thee, as dry 'Land 
after Water, My Soul flies and flutters 
about, like Noah's Dove, and can find 
no reſt, till it gets into the Ark. Great 
Gate of Mercy , open to me; hide me 
from the wrath of an offended God, and 
make a Covenant of Peace with me. Ab! 
Who would not ;love Thee , that hears 
Thee pray for Thy greateſt Enemies. 


X II. 


\'O lovely Bridegroom..of. my. Soul! 
Fw Fo - Yoo 
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5 Wound my Heart, that it may be fick 
! of Love. How kind art Thou, :evento 
* thy moſt hard-hearted Foes! What'a 
? Motiveis this to love Thee / What:need- 
? eft Thoucare what becomes of ſtubborn 
; Sinners! Why ſhouldeſt Thou trouble chy 
= ſelf about Wretches, that will have none 
of Thee, that will have their Dirt and 
Dung, and Traſh, and Husks, and pre- | 
fer theſe trifles before Heaven, and a Sea 
of Glory? Thou canft live without the 
Society of Men; atleaſt, Thounced*ſt no 
ſuch company : Yet thou lengeſt for 
their Pardon and Happineſs, as if they 
had been Thy greateſt Friends, * Was 
{ ever Goodneſs like this? O that my 
* e Thoughts and Contemplations might be 
always buſie about this Love! This 1S no 
vulgar Love, the Love of David to 
Fonathan ;, the Love of Facob to Rachel, 
the Love of Brethren, Siſters, Friends, 


e {| will bear no reſemblance here! Moſes his 
JI } Loueto the 1/elites, for whoſe ſake, and 
! | fo they might but continue in God's Fa- 
vour, he was 'content to be blotted out of 


God's Book; and St. Paxl's wiſh to be 
even accurſed of Chriſt, for his Kinſmen 
of the Jewiſh Nation : Theſe demonſtra- 
tions of Love come ſomewhat nearer, 
bue -Rill-thy Love, my deareſt _ . 

| ur- 
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ſurpaſſes all theſe, as the light of the Sun | 
doth that of the Moon, ,and the leſſer * 
Stars. They borrow'd their love from | 
Thine, and lighted their Candle by Thy © 
brighter Fire; that which was exceſs of | 
love in them , was but a ſpark of that ' 
Charity , which. overſpread thy larger | 
Soul. | 


XIII, 


They did but wiſh todye for the Peo- | 
ple; Thou didſt aQually expire for their ' 
good : Their love was confined to a fin- | 
gle Nation ; Thine extended to the whole | 
World; Theſe Men were fill their «/ 
Friends, that they wiſh*'d to be miſerable 
for 3 but thoſe Thou ſuffereſt for, were 
Thine Enemies : Their Love had great * 
defe&s mingled with it; but Thine was 
pure and ſpotleſs: Theirs had Clouds | 
and Mifts to darken it; Thine was all ' 
Light and Glory : Theirs was a ſudden | 
tranſport , which might not laſt many | 
days; but Thine was conſtant to a Mi- 
racle, and thoſe whom thou lovedtiti, 
Thouloved t unto the end. 


XIV. Great © 
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Thy & , Great Emperor of Souls! Thou 
Z Hangedſi betwixt Thieves,and not with» 
out reaſon; for Thou ſtealeſt the Heart 
away. What Heart can ſce Thy Beauty, 
and +forbear being enamoured with it ? 
7 Thou doſt raviſh my Soul with Thine 

: # Eyes of piry. To ſee Thee caſta favour- 
” able Jookon ſuch a Monſter as I am; Who 

= can forbear falling in love with fo much 
 clemency? Tama Captive in this World. 


e0- 
eir © The Law of my Members makes me cap- 
In- tive to-the Law of Sin: O take 'me by 


ole | force from that Priſon / 'O ſet meas a _, 
eir «©  Scal upon Thy Heart ! Rule Thou in my 
le | Members, exe&t a Trophee over my 
re Head, and rejoyce in conquering me. O 
at 7 let me be content to undergo the Crols, 
as ©: and reproach wich Thee! that Thou 
ds } mayſt remember me now Thou art in 
all } Thy Kingdom! O remember me with'the 
-n | favour Thou beareft unto thy People ? 
y | 
[- f RVs 
1 
O my Jeſus! Whocan hear Thee cry 7 
Thirſt, and not wiſh for Rivers of Tears? 4 


t {| What canit Thou thirlt for, but the Sal> 
| 1 3 vation 


a.place where to lay Thy Head; for this 


are the Drink the Son of God thirfis af- 
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vation of Mankind? Thou cameſt for 
that purpoſe from Heaven ; left'!t thoſe 
brighter Manftons to invite poor finners 
tothe mighty Banquet there. For this * 
Thou did it Travel up and down, and en- 
duredſt Cold and Hunger , and Weari- |} 
nefs, for this Thou wroughteft Miracles; 
for this Thou didit intreat, rebuke, preach 
the Word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; 
for this Thou cou!dft be content to want 


Thou tavghteſt daily in the Temple, 
ſomtimes on the Mount, ſomtimes in a 
Ship, ſomtimes in a Deſart; for this thy |: 
Soul did long ; for this thou ſufferedſt ; | 
for this Thou waſt buffeted, beaten, bruiſ- * 
ed and wounded, even becauſe Thou »} 
wouldſt not give over calling poor de- * 
Juded Sinners to a ſenfe of their Duty; *Þ 
for this Thou thirftedſt here; The rude *? 
multitude fancies, it is either Water or | 
ſome Cordial Thou wiſheſt for : They | 
meaſure thy condition by their own ſen- 
ſual appetite. Put they were purer de- | 
fires that glow'd in Thy Breaſt. It is © 
Water, indeed, Thou thirſtedſi for ; but | 
ſuch Watcr as David made - his Bed to # 
ſmim in. The Tears of a penitent Soul ©! 
are the Wine Thou longeſt for 3 They ' 


T ter ; 
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! ter. Weep, weep, mine Eyes, that the 
Lord Jeſus may drink, and be ſatisfied | 
O Lord, I have given Thee Gall to 
drink, :I have offered Thee the Cup 
of trembling and aſtoniſhment. Ah bir- 
ter, Ah wretched Drink ! worſe than the 
fouleſt Ditch- water ! Drink , my deareſt 
Lord', Drink, of the Brook by the Way. 
Drink of theſe Tears :' Drink of this Holy 

Water, I do ſhed. O it is the Sweat of 
a grieved Soul ; of a Soul weary of Sin, 
and heavy laden with the ſenſe of it! My 
Heart melts, my Souls diſſolves at the 
thoughts of my follies. Drink up this 
Heart of mine, and let it mingle with 
thy Bowels of Mercy. Here, Lord! ac- 
cept of the Vows I offer Thee! Behold , 
and viſit this Vine, which thine own 
right hand hath planted : Shine upon it, 
Lord ; let it bring forth pleaſant Grapes , 
no more Grapes of the Vine of Sodom; 


but Grapes ſweet, and which may cheer 
the Heart of God and man. 


XVI, 

The Drink-O flerings IT bring to Thee, 
are inſatiable Deſires after Thee, the 
moſt fervent breathings of my Heart at- 
ter Thy Grace and Mercy. ©. receive 
them graciouſly, and love me freely. I 
þ + H- bring 
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bring no Rivers of Oyl, no Ranis , no 
Bullocks with Horns and 'Hoofs. Thou 
deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would I giveltc 
Thee; Thou delighteſt not in Burnt-of= ? 
ferings : Thou wilt take no Bullock out * 
of my Houſe , nor He:Goats out of my © 
Folds ; for every. Bea{t of the-Foreſt is | 
[Thine, and ſo is the' Cattel upon a thou- ! 
TYand Hills. Thou kneweſt all the Fowls | 
of the Mountains, and the wild Beaſts of | 
the Field are Thine: If Thou werthun=- | 
ery, Thou wouldſt not tell me 3 for the 
World is Thine , and the fulneſs there- | 
of. Thou wilt not cat the Fleſh of Bulls, | 
nor drink the Blood of Goats; but the 
Offerings Thou expeCteft, are Thank(- * 
givings, and-paying-my humble Vows to 3! 
Thy Divine Majeſiy, and -calling upon 
Thee in the Day of Trouble. '@ my God ! 
my Soul fairteth'for Thee , when ſhall 
I come-to appear before Thee? My Soul 
15 caſt down within me; When wilt Thou 
comfort me? 1 long for thy Salvation ; T 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs; I 
ſee Beauty and Splendor and Excellency 
in.it , and would fain be cleathed with 


't1at Ornament. . Thou deferveſt my 


Nrongeſt delires, my wWoſt vigorous 
Breathings , my molt lively Pantings after 
Thee, Not to .long after Thee, is to be 

| 4 
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a Stranger to real BliG 3 not to follow 

hard after Thee, is to be ignorant of Thy 

* Riches, and the plenty of Thy Houſe- 
! But whatdoT tak of deſires of a fingle 

: Heart? Would to God, that a% Man- 

; Kind might offer unto-Thee their reaſon- 
7 able ſervice; Thou deferveſtit; and de- 

ferveſt all the love of Angels too. Bur 
Thou deſireſt nothing ſo much as tie 
Hearts of the Children of Men. The 

Angels are bappy already , only Mankind 
lies ingulfed in miſeryz and fo great is 

Thy Charity, that, having taken their 
Nature upon Thee, Thou would*ft wil- 

liogly make them equal with Angels. 


-XVIT 


Great Darling of the Holy Trinity! 

What haſte doſt Thou make to dye! 
How doſt Thou run to redeem the Sons” 
of Men} Nothing can hold thee, nothing 
can reſirain Theez not thine own Great- 
neſs, not thy Majeſty, not thy being the: 
Son of God, not love: to thine own pre- 
ſervation. Thou didſt love me better 
than- Thy: fclf. How: didſt Thou fly to. 
my deliverance !! How doſt Thou leap; 
in to prevent my hurt ! No Devils can 
fright Thee, no danger terrific Thee, 
C 3 no- 
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no pain diſcourage Thee , no anguiſh 
make Thee afraid. Thoulongelſt till the * 


"on great Work be done. The other Male- | 


tacors that are Crucified with Thee * 
( what honour had theſe Wretches, and *' 
yet were not ſenſible of it ! One at laſk ' 


_ - opens his Eye, and ſees it, and ſlands | 


amazed : Theſe, ) held out longer on © 
the Gibbet, but Thou bidſi death come | 
away , and ſeize Thy Life ! It's a. plea- * 
fure to Thee to die. O ſurprizing Mer» ! 
cy! Other men ſeek to eſcape Death as ! 
long as they can ; they ryn away from the | 
fght of the Monſter : If they do but | 
ſee the ſhadow of jt, they tremble, and © 
to them death is truly a King of Ter- *' 
rors. Thou goeſt oyt to meet it, as that 
which muſt put an end to thy ſufferings, 
and-my. miſery. It's death to thee not 
_ to die. Thouchideſt it for ſtaying. Thou 
haſt a Baptiſm to be baptized: with, and 
Oh what wouldeſt Thou , that it were 
accorypliſh'd ! 


X VIII. 


Ah ! My Lord, I ſee Thy dying Lips, 
from which dropt Speeches ſweeter than 
Honey, and the Honey-comb. Death is 
going to. cloſe them up, yet O vouchſafe 

me 
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me a Look that may refreſh my Soul. 


And now the Glory is departed from. - - .j4 
Iſrael : the Saviour of the World gives |; *3 


up the Ghoſt ! O let me dye with Thee! 
O draw meafter Thee, and I ſhall live. 
I wonder not that the Graves open at 
Thy death, and the Rocks rend, and 
the Sun hides his Facez but I wonder 
the whole Earth did not diſſolve, and 
nature itſelf did not run into its primi- 
tive Chaos and Confulion. 


XIX, 

© my crucified Maſter / How i art 
Thou rewarded for Thy kindneſs ? Thou 
.wert Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, Thou wert a Father to the Poor, 
and a Staff to the Aged : Thou didſicaufe 
the Widows Heart to fing for joy : Thou 
did deliver the Poor that cryed , the 
Fatherleſs, and him that had no helper. 
Unto Thee Men gave Ear, and waited: 
and kept filence at Thy Countel; after 
thy Words they ſpake not again, and Thy- 
Speech dropt upon them: The naked: 
deck'd themſelves with the Woollof Thy. 
Sheep, and Thy. door was open to the 
weary Traveller. - But now, they thatare 
yonngen than: Thou, have Thee inderi- 
C * ſion, 
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ſion ; and they that were Children of 
Fools, Children of baſe: Men, Men viler 
than the Earth,-gape upon thee : Thon 
art their Song, and art become their by- 


word they abhor thee, and flee far from - 


thee, and ſpare not to ſpit in thy Face : 
They marr thy path,-they fet forward 
thy calamity : -Terrors are turned upon 
ehee, they perſue thy Soul as the Wind; 
and thy welfare paſſes away as a Cloud. 


RX, 


O -infinife Patience! Yet theſe Sinners 
are offered Salvation by him, whom they 
abuſed thus. Salvation ! What do I hear ! 
Othen there is hopes for me, ſor I have 
been one of T hy Enemies! Ihave mock'd 
Thee by -my fins; F have derided: Thy 
{ufferings by my contempt of thy Laws 
I have fcorned T hee, by preferring mine 
own Wilt betore Thinez I have ſpit upon 
Thee by my filthy communications; I 
have 'abuſed Thee by ſheltring my Sins 
under Thy Croſs; I have diſhonoured 
Thee by my Life, difgraced Thee by my 
carelefiefs. bufſeted 1 hee by my impa=- 
tience, affronted Fhee by my pride, 
, made light of thy Power and: Goodneſs 
by my miſtcuſt of Thy Providence ; un- 
dervalued. 
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dervaliicd Thy Love by my affe&ion to 


| - vanity : . And yet Thou firetcheſt forth 


Thine arms to lay hold on me, art loth' 
to ſee me periſh, unwilling to ſee me. 
undone, and proclaimeſt mercy to a for- 
lorn Wretch ! Blefſed News! © King of. 
Kings, Thou cryeſt, It is fulfilled 3 The 
Work is done; the vaſt Work of Redempti- D 
on; Now Thy Fathers- anger is broke. - 

Now the Floud- Gates of indignation are . - 
ſhut; Now Heaven ſtands open ; Now- 

Thy Fathers boſome is held out to-all 

that thirſt after Thee. 


XXI. 


Hear this, all ye Priſoners ! Liſten to- 
this Meſſage, ye guilty Souls ! Come all - 
that are laden with the ſenſe'of Sin! Open - 
the Door ! 'T hrow off your Chains! Run - 
to this Rock'! Make haſte. to this..Foun-- 
tain! Kiſs this Son ! Make much” of * this-- 
Light ! Embrace this Mercy ! * Do you-- 
diſpute the thing? Do you queſtion whe- 
ther you ſhall doit, or no? Is it poſſible. 
you can ſtand out 2' Ts it. poſſible you can- 
derpur ppon! it ?, Exit pofhble your Hearts 
'do not turn | within you ?, Can you* refuſe - 
your C6rdial ? negfe& th&Medicine thit. 
. muſt: recover you ? flight the Reimedy- 

6&5 that: 
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that muſt fetch you to life again ? O.Jeſa! * 


Thou haſt done all things well? Thou haſt 
made the'Blind to fee, and the Dumb to | 
fpeak,and the deaf to hear. O open Thou | 
my Lips, and my Mcuth ſhall ſhew forth © 
Thy Praiſe. Open Thou mine Ears, ' 
and Ict me hear Thy loving kindneſs be» | 
_ times"in the Morning. O open Thoy | 
mine Eyes, and I hall Ee how Sweet and 
Gracious Thou art. : 


XXIL ; 

O my Life! Tkoudyed*ſt; and dying, * 
fulfilled'ft Thy Fatbers Will ; for indeed # 
it was fit, that one Man ſhould dye for | 
the People, and that the whole Nation 
periſh not. Ah! What would Mankind « 
have done, if Thou hadfi not paid the * 
Ranſome ?. Whither muſt they, have fled * 
for refiige , if Thoa hadſt not given Thy | 
ſelf a Sacrihice ? They muſt have wandred 
about in Caves and Dens, deſtitute, tor- © 
mented, affli&ed, diſconſolate, lived in 
perpefual fear of Death, and the dread- | 
ful conſequences. of it. . Neath muſt have 
been for ever a King. of Terrors to.them: | 
If they had but look'd,, upon that Hell " 
that Deathw.quld have open'd: into, how | 
could they - but bave lived in perpetual | 
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of Mercy, no probability of Bliſs their- 
Souls; would have been in Eternal: confu- 
fion, always: doubting, always afraid, al- 
ways-upor-the rack. O my Jeſus! Thou, 
through Death,haft deliver'd them,who, . 


through fear of Death , were all their. 
life-time ſubjeQ,unts bondage ! Thou haſt 
knock'd off their Shackles! looſed their 


Bands, freed thcir Souls! ſet their Spirits - 
at liberty-! I- feel the power of Thy. 
Death. My Heart takes courage; O let. 
me riſe with Thee to Eternal Life! O let - 
me not lye ir- the Mire, but fet my Feet - 


upon a Rock, and cftablifh ; my. Goings: 


I haye gone aſtray like a loſe; Sheep .O - 
ſeek 'Thy- Servant, that I .may not forget . 
Thy Cemmandments/ | 


XXII. | | 

Thou axt the Bread'which came down 
from Heaven, and with the Bread in Thy © 
Sacred Supper;. Thou: offereſt me all the - 
Benefits of” Thy. Death and Paſſion; ſuch - 
a Feaſt haſt Thou, prepared for me4 fuch 
a: Table haſt Thou! ſpread for:me./ My 
Soulis invited te Sup \with the Lamb thac 
was flain. What;an honour is this ! Wiiat - 
a-condeſcenfion is it! In this Sacrament - 
Thou ereGteſt a Banner for me, bid(ſt y : 
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horror! There could have been- no hope 
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fit under Thy Vine, andfireng then myſelf 7 
with the Fruit that drops from-it. Were - | 
all the Fiſhes of the Sea, and all the Fowls 
of the. Air,and-all the Beaſt of the Field, 
dre(sd-- for. my Entertainment, it would 
not be. ſo much as this plain, but Heaven- 
ly, Diet js. Tell not» me of- Belſhazzar's 
Banquet, nor-of \Abaſhnerus s Feaſt; nor 
of the rich Man's curious' Diſhes 5 "they 
are all Scraps and Offals to this Entertain- 
ment. Here-my Bleſfed Redeemercourts * 
my Soul; Here he makes love to a mife- _ !: 
xable Sinner ; Here he preſents me with Þ 
the Riches of his Merits : + No Africa 
Gold, no Eaſtern Pearls,. no Tadian Stones 
are to be compared with theſe. ' Here the 
Lord of. Glory offers to Marry me, to 
unite me to him to make -an- everlaſting 
Covenant with me, to be fleſh of his ficth, 
and bones of his bones, promiſes to en- 
dow me with all his Goods, puts a Ring 
on my Finger, and bids: me lye in hisbo- 
fom. This is Honour, this if Glory; this 
is Preferment, which no Royal Courts 
can give, no Solomox can afford; no Em- 
peror grant, -no- Monarch cenfer, no 
[King beſtow. This is the mighty Wed-= 
ding. Feaſt, at which'the' Bleſſed: Angels 
. wait; how ſhould they not be there, when 
aheir Mafter is Preſident, -and Dire@or 
&} © 
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1 b of- the- Banquet? This puts*me in mind 
- | of alt the-admirable oo; Thou: haſt 


done for- me +- in this' Brea are contrac= 
ed all' the Dainties and Dtlicacies ima- 


XXIV. 


O' wonderful Love, that waſt'notcon- 
tent'to be known to me, but art willing 
to give Thy 'Self for Food to me? What 
pains doſt Thou take to melt my ſtubborn 
Heart / Thou art willing to live-in me; 
Thou art willing to be one with me, that 
I'may not warp from Thee. | Thou art 
willing to. be- my Meat'and Drink:; not 
only-my-King- to proteCt me, - not only my 
Father to tender me, not. only my: Mafter 
to take care of me, not only my Saviour 
to ſnatch me out of the Burning Lake, 
not only my Mediator to ſecure me a- 
gainſt Heavens Vengeancez but my Diet 
too; Thow ſeeft- my Soul- wants' Meat 
proper for her'nature::' Alas !* the World 
cannot be that Meat : That's an heteroge- 
neous thing :- As well may Angels food on 
Hay or Graſs, as my Soul- on things'that 
profitcinot, '- That "which my Soul muſt 
feed on; muſt | be'- fomthing- Spiritual! 
Thou, O Jeſu !/art that Great* Spiritual 
Gor my- Soulmuſt fix on; 3 nothing =_ 

WI 


go Lhe Fire of the Altar. 


will content.it: And when my: Thoughts: | 
contemplate Thee, when: my: Soul bl n 
tates.of Thy Charity,wheo my AﬀeRions: | 
lave Thee, when my Deſires long for 
Thee, when my Will ſubmics to Thy eafy 
Yoke» when all my Faculties delight in- 
Thee, when Thou appeareſt lovely and- 
and amiable to my mind 3 then, |: 
then my Soul hath its, proper Food, then. © 
it's. like to live,then it's.in- away to thrive; | 
then it proſpers, then. it grows, then it ' 
gets: 2 chearful Look, then the Angels- ' 
viſit it, the. World: perſe@ly ſowres it, 
fenſual plcaſures ruine it, carnal- ſatisfa- 
Rions: make it Meager, - Thou, O-Loxd, | 
thou alone, cant make it fourifh like, the. | 
Palm-tree, and ſatishe it with che. Rivers- 3 
ef: Thy Pleaſures. 2 
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O-my-Lard; bow: ſweet is-it- to ſtick! © 
Honey out' of this Rock | Thy - Bread- © 
ſtrengthens toa Miracle, and Thy. Blood ' 
makes Souls drunk. It is-as the Dew of ; 
Hermon, and as! the Dew that deſcends | 
on. the Mountains of Zion; for there the. |: 
Lard- commanded the Bleſſing, even Life | 
for eyermore. | Q my God, 1-care-nat: 
for Abanoand Pharpar now, not. for the 
Rivers 


The Fire of dhe Altar. Fr 
ts: * Rivers of Dameſous.;;: I will ſtand under 
i» | Thy Croſs, and: open: my Mouth. Or: 
as | do Thou fill it ! While ethers go to 
dr. | rejoyce in theix Corn and Wine and Oyl, 
I will go to the Supper of the Lamb. 
Here, Lord , here is my Heart, ready 
to receive that Heavenly Food Thou 
offereſt me. Awake, thou Eternal Spirit, 
awake, blow upon my Garden, that the 
Spices may flow out ! O let this Manna 
fatisfie my taſte, that I may forget the 
Fleſh Pots of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here 
T make a Vow, That if Ihou wilt give 
me this Bread to eat , which endures to 
Everlaſting Life, Thou ſhalt be my God, 
I will ſerve no other Gods but Thee 
Thou ſhalt command my Heart, my De- 
fixes. and my Aﬀections; and without 
Thee, no paſtion ſhall lift up its Hand 
or Foot in all the Land of Goſhex : I will 
ſet Thee over all that I have, and all 
fhall be at thy diſpoſe. 

Chriſt, | feel my Heart warmed with 
this Conſideration. IF will now turn aſide; 
and fee this great Sight , who it is that 
hangs upon the Croſs, and bleeds for 
my Sins, Oh ! it is the Son of God; 
He that was in the form) of God , and 
thought it no robbery to be equal with 

| - God, 
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God , but-made himſelf of :no reputati<' 
tion , an took upon him the form of *' 
a Servant-, and became obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs, that I might be 


| made the: Righteouſneſs 'of God: through 
him. 
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CHAP. H. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved be- 
fore we come 10 the Lords Table. 


'* onſcience. 


5 B u T is there nothing elſe to be done 


by way. of preparation for this Ble(s 
fed Sacrament ? 


L. 


» Chriſt. © yes! For I muſt, firft, retire 


fomtimes, and: celebrate, and admire the 
Love of God to me in Chrift-Jeſas,in ſome 
fuch RefleQions as theſe : | 

Be aſtoniſh?d, ye Heavens, fiand ama- 
zed, ye Choixs of Angels, at the conde- 
ſcenfion of-my. God. I have betray*d him 
to the Philiftines 5 yet he loves the. miſe» 
rable Wretch, and- fo loves him, that he 
gives. his. Son to redeem him. 

O God, what doſt Thou ſee in me? 
Nothing but Miſery, nothing but Rags, 
nothing, but Poyerty.z and: yet Thou lo- 


velt. me, 
Tim 
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Iam but Duſt and Aſhes, and will God} 
vouchſafe a Gracious Look to fo mean an 
Object ? O Sovereign Being ! Didfi Thou} 
ever behold a viler Creature than I am? 
And wilt Thou go out of the common} 
Road of Love, and ſpread Thy Gar-j 
ments over me, and offer me Thy friend-# 
ſhip ? | 

O Love! which Cherubim admire,and | 
Seraphim adore! It paſſes Underſtanding: | 
Te goes beyond' my Cognizance : It con- | 
founds my. Reaſon : I admire the Love of 
a Prince to a Subjet; but that will bear 
no reſemblance to this Love ! 

God might have- triumph'd in my 
Groans , glorified his Juſtice by my 
Nripess but Pity abounds in him, it hath'} 
No Banks, it flows at large, it's exteaded | 

even to. the moſt abjeQ Creature, as T am. | 

OLove! How humbleart thou ! How 
violent art thou? Thou breakecſt through | 
all the Clouds of Heaven to come down. | 

Thou foregoeft the Rules of Greatneſs | 

and Majeſty, to ſhew thy Glory. © That | 

the Eternal Son 'of God ſhould take Fleſh | 
upon him, and die to pive life to the | 

World / Oh where can I parallel chis 

Love ! | | 2097: 

"JT will fing of Love;I will fpeak of Love, | 
I will think of Love, my very dreams _ | 
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God} be employ'd about it. O that I could 
| an} write Panepyricks of it ! Were not my 
hou} Tongue confined , it ſhould do nothing 
m2? elſe but talk of Love. | 
non} Here is Love, to which all natural Sym- 
zar-} pathies muſt vail. I ſee no end thereof 
nd-5 the farther I go in the ſearch, the more 

| LTloſe myfelf: But how fhould a Creature 
nd |} find out theend of that which. is infinite ? 
12:) WherethallI find out the Spring of this 
2n- | mighty Stream ? Where ſhall I find the be- 
of | ginning of it ? Alaz! The line of Reafon bs 
rar | too ſhore! There is no fathoming of this 
Depth. Whocan fearch into the recefies 
of Eternity? In that vaſt Abyſs, the 
head of this great River lies ; but who 

# o ſhall dive Into-it ? It's enough that Tam 
d } fo happy as tobe acquainted with it: It's 
enough that- the Almighty hath revealed 
it unto Babes; even fo, Father, it feemed 
good in thy fight. I can give no reaſon 
of it. Thy Love, Lord, was the cauſe of 
this Love; Thy Love was the motive : 
Nothing elſe could be any enforcive. I 
am ſenfible Thou art merciful, becaufe 
Fhou wile be merciful. | 

O Thou Eternal Wiſdom, whom the 
Lord-poffeſſed in the beginning of his way, 
before his Works of old, who waft ſet 
| up'from everlaſting ,, from the-beginning 
- Or 
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or ever the Earth was 3 when there were | 
no depths, T hou waſt brought forth; when ! 
there were no Fonntains abounding with * 


"Water , before the Mountains were ſct- 
led, before the Hills, waſt Thou brought 


forth, while as yet he had not made the Þ 
Earth, nor the Fields, nor the higheſt: | 
part of the Duſt of the World » who walt | 
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there when he prepared .the Heavens, | 
when he ſet a compaſs upon.the face of | 
the Depth, when he eſtabliſ'd the Clouds: | 
above, when he ſtrengthned the Deep, | 
when he gave to the Sea his Decree, that | 
the. Waters ſhould not paſs his Command=- | 


ment :-O Thou who waſt by him, as one: 
brought up with him, who waſt daily his | 


delight, rejoycing always before him, ens: $ 


lighten wy Mind, that I may have clearcr: Þ 


apprehenſion of this Charity ! | 

. Ariſe, my. Thoughts ! Awake up, my 
Glary ! See, O my Soul, how that Love 
fmiles upon Thee ! See how-bright, how 


clear, how charming it'is ! See how! De- Þ 


vils tremble at it! See how they grin,and 


fret, to. think they muſt have no ſbare in. 


it! See what Glorious Beams it darts on 
penitent Sinners > See how it warms their 


Hearts! Sce how it follows them , how 


loth it is to leave them.! See how ir ad- 
jures them, and how importunate. it. is 
with 
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with them, to ſuffer themſelves to be con- 


| _ by it. 
© 74 


I muſt examine myſelf, not only what, 


; and where, and, when, and how I have 


(eſpecially of late, ) been aQing againſt 
God, and affronted his Goodneſs, Mercy, 


and Patience ; and what Sorrow, Gricf , 


and Fear, theſe particular Offences have 


* cauſed-in me ; but whether Tam unfeign- 


edly reſolv'd to part with all theſe par- 
ticular ſins, T am moſt prone and inclined 
toz whether my Heart and purpoſe be 
fix*d to know the Will of God, and todo 


; if '» it ; whether I do fincerely, and without 
- | 


reſervation, intend for the future, to pre- 
fer God's Will before my Will, and his 
Favour before the Favour of Men 3 and 
whether I do in good earneſt defi ign to 
forgo my Profit, Gain, or Intereſt in the 
World,rathey than to-do any thing that is 
diſpleaſing to God , whether I do truly 
prize the Love of God above all the Ri- 
ches of this World, and'ſce'greater Beau- 
ty in that Holineſe, to which I am invited 
by this Love, than in all the Gaudes and 
ſatisfaRtions of the World. And if I do, 
and wy Conſcience bears me witneſs of it, 
I may 
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T may chearfully go to the Lord's Table, | 
and expeR the Benefits that are offered | 
there,” ©: 5: 5: | 


ITI 


If T have done any ſignal wrong to my | 
Neighbour, I muſt make him either re- | 
ticution or ſatisfation ; I muſt either | 
reſtore to him what I have cheated or | 
wronged him in, or have ſecretly and a- | 
gainſt his Will taken away from him: 
Or, if | am not able to reſtore, make con- | 
feſfion of the Fault, and beg his forgive- | 
neſs. I muſt be reconciled to him, if I þ 
have offended him, or given him juſt oc- 
caſion to be angry 3 and if after that at- 1! 
ternpt, he will ſill Keep his- Anger, I Þ 
have delivered my own Soul. | 

I muſt let my Neighbour know, that I 
do as truly forgive him, as I hope to be | 
forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus; and to be as rea« | 
dy to give, as my Neighbour to ask my | 
pardon. | { 
" I muſt remember, how God hath en- | 
tailed his Pardon upon minez and if 1 
forgive not from my Heart, neither will 
my Heavenly Father forgive my Treſpaſ= | 
ſes. If T have abuſed my Neighbour, ei- | 
ther in Words or Deeds, and he OT 

 tath þ 
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ble, | hath recciv'd, @r is like to receive any 
red | prejudice by it, I muſt not be aſhamed to 
Z acknowledge my error, but prefer a quiet 
# Conſcience before my Reputation in the 

# World. | 


my þ IV. 
re-ſ 7 | 
her | T maſt ſurvey the bitter ſufferings of my 
Or # Blefſed Saviour, as they are laid down and 
a= # deſcribed by the Evangeliſts. I muſt fol- 
mn: 7 bw Him into: the Garden of Gerbſemane, 
N- EZ and do up' with Him to the Mount of O. 
'E- & lives, and there behold how His Heart 
| I & was troubled, and how the fears of Death 
C- ® fell upon Him 3 How his Soul was filled 
t- if owith Sorrow , and hew his Life drew 
I 7 near unto the Grave 3 how he trode the 
” Wine-preſs of God's Anger: alone, and 
I ® humbled Himſelf before His Father ; how, 
e | as Man,he begg'd, that the Cup might 
i= | paſs from Him, and yet, as Mediator, 
y | freely conſented -to His Fathers Will; 
* how Diftreſs and Angaiſh came upon 
- | Him), and in the midſt of thoſe Miſe- 
I ® ries, the weary Diſciples fell afleep ; 
1 how he wept and- mourned, and ſweat 
- | Drops of Blood; and how Hell open'd 
- | her Mouth upon Him 3 how He bore 
© | our Gricfs, and-took the chaſtiſement of 
= 


our 


_ 
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our Peace upon Him ; - ow He drank 
the bitter Cup, and His Heart within 
Him became as melting Wax, how He 
was led to Amnas, and He to whom all 
the Angels in Heaven bowed, flood be- 
fore a ſinful Man ; how from An#as He 
was dragg*d to Catapbes, and like a Lamb 
Icd to the Slaughter ; how He was ac- 
cuſed before Pontius Pilate, and there be- 
ſpatter'd with all the ill Language that 
Men or Devils could invent., how He 
was ſet at nought by Herod, and in ſcorn 
deck'd with a Purple Robe; how from 
thence He returned to Pilate, and there- 
upon was ſcourged, and crowned with 
Thorns; how after this He bore His 


Croſs, and was aQtually, Crucified 3 how, | 


He was made to drink Gall and. Vine- 
” and at laſt, bowed the Head, and 
ied. | 
But then, I muſt not only barely ſurvey 
theſe Sufferings, but refleCt at the ſame 
time upon my Sins that procured them; 
and accuſe, not only. my .groſſer Sins, it 
I have been guilty of any, but my leſſer 
Errors, of uſing the -Son of God fo bar- 
barouſly: T muſt not refle> upon His ' 
blood, Sweat, without thinking of my 
proud Thoughts,and Speeches, and Acti- 
ons, that pulled it on Him; nor upon 
» His 
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in 
Go my Envy-an » and x xeve - 

J on my {5 FL e t them ,- nox oo 
p Ky Crown of Thorns Witt detelting 
| my Tntenipetance, and niltcr defigns-in 
| doing 200d, and Mectation of vain-Glo- 
| ry, that ſec it on His Head , nor on the 
Nails that tore His Fleſh, without taking 


# a' view of my Pertjſhnels 3 "and_-Peeviſh- 
+ nels, and [mpatience,. hich firuck them 
- | in3'n0r "upon the: Spear that opencd His. 
4 ide without: entertaining ſome diſmal 


| thoughts of my negle& of Meditation; 
1 and Prayer,and fervency of Spirit,and Diſ- 
| » courſes, and bearing of Injuries, and holy. 


| heavenly Thoughts; fi-k upon His Tears, 


MN 


V. | »*withbut looking ſtern u on my Night and 
| | ſuperficial' performances : For all theſe. 
help*d towards His Death and Ago- 
nics. 
ET ban 
7 
r | 1 
wht thew! my willing] FI to. imitate 
. Chriſt Jeſus; by Hos fo hes good. Work, 
", | if health and firength'do' give me leave. 
4 


This muſt be the firſt- res of my future 
freading in "His ps, and. will make my 
coming to the Holy ' Sacrament. more com=- 
fortable. 'Tmuſt hoo imitate the Wo- 
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-man that poured, out the Ointment on- | 
Chriſt's Head, before His Syffcrings . be> 
gan; and Chriſt himſelf, who, waſbe His 
Diſciples Feet, before He refreſhed theix- 
Souls with the Holy Sacrament. I myſt 8 
either free ſome Priſoxter, to teſtifie my * 
reſentment of the Mercy Chrift ſhewed 
me, in freeing me from. the bondage. of 
the Devil; or relieve ſome poor, Family, 3 
to expreſs. my Senſe of Chriſt's relieving 
my. Soul in the greateſt ſtrait 3 or. import | 
-ſome good Counſel to a wicked and careleſs © 
Neighbour, to ſhew how kind Chriſt was 

m viſiting me with His Admonitions; or. 
viſit ſome Sick: Perſons that are. under great i, 
ditreſs, and comfort them, or help them, Mt | 
or give them, or procure them ſome Phy-if « 
tick that may. do: theth good, if they be 
needy ; to ſhew. how. ſenſible TI am of 
Chriſt's being my Phyſician : Or forgive = ' 
ſome ſmall Debt a poor Man owes me, to ih + 


ſhew how I rejoyce at Chriſt's forgiving 
me Ten thouſand Talents; or vifit a Man 
that hates me, and behave Myſclf- moſt coxr- 
reonſly fo bim,” to (ee whether his Heart IN * 
will melt, and come; to a better temper, il | 
thereby to. expreſs my ſenſe of Chrift's F * 
Love to me, that have been His-Enemys, | 
or give a good Book, to. one that bath no-Mo- | 
ney to buy one, to-ſhew my {cnſe,of Wu R's 
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feeding, me. with the; Word of Life; or | 


| deny myſelf in a lawful Recreation, or law- 


fil Ornarnent, or Jawful Meal, to ſhew I. 
am ſcnfiblehow-Chrifſt hath. denied-him- 
ſelf for my ſake; or pray earneſtly for the 
converſion of a Perſon 1 bave no acquaintance 
with, and whom I hear to be very viti- 
ous, to expreſs my ſenſe of Chrilt's care 


of my Salvation. 


V I, 
I muſt frequently pray,that God would 


give me a Heart to breath'and- pant after 
Him, and particularly, a Heart to eſteem 


' and prize his Love manifeſted in this Sa- 
,crament, above all the Pleaſures of this 


World ; that He would give -me-a Faith 
active and vigorous, and which may preſs 
through all Impediments, and purifie my. 
Heart and Life,and forget what is behind 
it ; that He would give me a contrite Spi- 
rit, and Grace to tremble at His'Word 
and. Threatnings ;- that He would-giveme 
courage to. undervalue and. deſpiſe the 
World, and the Glories and: Vanities of 


it; that He would -give 'me a burning 


Zeal to. his Glory, a tranſcendent Love; 

to his Name; and Ways, and Ordinarices ; . 

that-He would make me ſincere in Devo. 
\ W 2 _ ion, 
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tion, in Prayer, and in all 'good Works. | 


Hi baniſh from.,me all ſiniſter and world- 
y 'ends and defi Igns. in holy peformances; 
t 


at He would give me, firſt reſolution to 
imitate the Saints of old, and the beſt Ex- 
amples at this day, and to ſtop my Ears 


againſt /all the ſuggeſtions of Fleſh and 
Blood to thecontrary ; that He would give 
me a Mind which may dettght in contem- 
plating the Divine Goodneſs and Perfedi- 
on, and would teach me the great Art of 
Self-reſignation, of truſting him with my 
Soul and Body,and of relyingintirely upon 
Us Providence. ae 


'VIL 


_ Imuſi telolyecand unfeignedly upon my 
bendedEnees,or ina very ſolemn manner,) 
to watch and ftrive for the future, againſt 
thoſe particular Sins and Errors, and fin- 


ful Inclinations 1 am moſt inclined to5. 


if I havenegledted ſuch a Self-denial, to' 
negle@ it no more 3 if I have been guilty 
of ſuch a&s of Pride, and Envy, and Ill- 
nature , to be guilty. of them. no-more ; 
if I have been careleſs and ſloveniy in my 
* Prayers, to beſo no more; if I have 


pleaſed myſelf with vain Thoughts, to' 


pleaſe "myſelf with them no more; if I 
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Z have delighted in fine Cloaths, to delight 
& in them no more 3 .if iÞ have been falſe to” 

| my Vows and Promiſes, to be falſe: to 
Z them no' more, it; 1 have: made''nothing 
® of i!l Names and-ill Language, toldread 
& it like Poiſon for the future'z I:muſrt re- 


ſolve to mortifie ſuch a habit of fin with 


| rigours, withibeing.unkind to my Fleſh , 


with Faſting,and. with mulcts of Money;if 
I commit; but'a ſingle a& of Sin, I muftre- 
folve to uſe the proper 'means to ſubdue . 
ſuch a -corruption; 1 muſt reſolve to a= 
void that Company ,'where I am, and 
have been ,, apt_to yicld to a certain fin; 
I muſt reſolve to ſpend: my time better ; 
and if I have ſpent too much of it in Dre(- 


o ling, in Fleaſure, in Carding and Dice, ec. 


to do ſo no More, whatever diſgrace, dif- - 
re{peR, or frowns I may meet with from 
the World, or from mine Acquaintance ; 
and if I have been careleſs of meditating , 
and being ſerious on the Lords: Day, to 
make a better improvement. of that Day. 
And I-mulſt-fo reſolve, as te think myſelf 
concerned. to fulfil and perform my. ſo» 
lemn Reſolution,unto which I have called 
God as. a witneſs, | 


D 5 VIII. 
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V III. 
- I muſt watch againſt all things that} 
would diſcompoſe and difordex wy Mind, Z 
put me into.a rage or paſſion, and make| 
me peeviſh and diſcontented, and conſe- 
quently unfic for the worthy recciving of 
this Sacrament. I muſt labour to pre- | 
ſerve a calmneſs, -and ſerenity of Mind ; 
and that neither multitude of worldly 
Bufineſs do diſtract me, nor injurics paſt 
and gone diſcompoſe me, or put me into 
umpatient Thoughts and Expreftions, -nor 
preſent Diſappointments rob me of my 
quiet. I muſt watch againſt impediments, 
that would tempt'me to delay my coming}! 
to this Table, and take heed I donot yield 
to. Temptations, that would make me 
neglect the opportunity put into my hand, 
of making peace with God, and mineown 
Conſcience. I muſt reject. ſuggeſtions of 
this nature , and regard more the neceſ- 


fary concerns of my Soul; than things, that, 
at the beſt, are but ſenſual ſatisfaCtions. 


CHAP, 
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B of the particulars fo be er 
" when.we are at.the Lords Table. 


ES . Conſcience. 

" A Nd what muſt thy Thoughts be,and-. 
what frame muſt thy Heart be in, 

when thou comelt to the Holy Table of 

the Lord ? 

.. Chriſt, I muſt, 


E. 


Employ my Soul in Holy Ejaculations; 
ach as theſe: * | beg 
©! who will give me to drink of the. 
Water of the Well of Bethlehem! Where- 
with ſhall I come before: the Lord ? How- 
ſhall T bow myſelf before the moſt High ?. 
Shall T come before him with Burnt-Of-- 
ferings, with Calves of a year old? | 
_ O my Lord. Thou haſt ſhew?d me, 
what 'is good, and what doſt Thou re- 
quire. of me,. but to- do jufily , to ſhew 
mercy, and to walk humbly wich my God?: 
O my God! _—_— an humble Hearr, 
4. _ 
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a Soul that defiresto lye low before Thee3 
a Soul that 0ngs to be clean, and to be 
waſhed in.th& Blond of by Lamb; a Soul 
weary of Sin, that ſees no comfort , no 
ſatisfaCtion, ino content in things below 3 
but beholds afar off the Treaſures of Con- 
ſolation, that lye hid in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Theſe are things to. be defired : Theſe 
are Mercies worth having : Theſe enrich 
Bankrupt Souls ; with theſe, Pardon is 
purchaſed, and Heaven is procured. 'O 
ofve me a Title to them ! Thon that art 
the true Morning Star, O ſhine upon me! 
O enlighten me ! O let me feel, Thy com- 
fortable Beams! Theſe burn not , Theſe 
ſcorch not; but ſancihe, , and poliſh, and 
adorn. 

I have ſcen an end of all Perfe&ion : 
But Thy Merits are exceeding broad 3 
they enlarge. Heaven, ſubdue Death, con- 
quer Hell, expel Devils, and make God 
my_F nd. | 

How have I doted on the vanities of 
his World ! They are Bubbles, all : But 
Thou, ſweet Jeſu, art perfe& Beauty , 
a Foyntain, of. Joy, which neycr wants 
Waiter, hever ries up, never fails., and 

n ever 'Aies: woke 
"How muth better is 'it ko be tiers in the 


Courts of the Lord, thail in the ka 1d 
""o 
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of the proudeſt Monarchs ! ' One day' here 
is better than 'a thouſand elſewhere. 

Here God bows topoor Sinners ! 'Here 
infinite Majeſty converſes with Duſt and 
Aſhes! Here the King of Heaven is noc' 
aſhamed to call ſuch poor Worms, as we 
arc, Brethren / | 

How Cifferent! are the ways of - God 
from the ways of 'men / They: ſhun a 
Lazarus, and'a'Begpar : ; God receives 
them : And the Soul that's fenfibte of her 
poverty, and begs to be enrich'd, is re- 
freſh'd by him, and invited into his bo- 
ſom. 

3 How lovely art: Thon , my oreat Re- 
deemer/ How amiable ! How kind ! How 
- » beautiful ! Therefore do the Virgins love*® 
Thee, 

Could there be greater Love, than to 
ſpill Thy Blood for me? Could there be 
greater Charity than to dye for me? What 
Miracles of Mercy are theſe ? 

''I come to beg an almsat-T hine hands; 
it's too great a Gift for me to ask, but 
not too great for I hee to give for it is 
Thy Self I beg. 

 _ O warm 'my Heart! Touch | it with 4 
Coal from'the Altar!, O kindle holy, Fire 
in my Breaſt ! Burn up the Droſs and Tin 
there, and let nothing but pure Gold re- 
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main. . Let Love prevail. O change 


my Heazt into fervent Love, and turn 
alt my faculties into Charity ! 


IT. 


I muſt j joyn with the Caen in 
their Prayers.; I muſt put my Perfumes 
into that common Cenfer, that the Holy 
Smoak may go up with joined Force to 
the T hrone of Mercy. 

I. muſt got come behind my Fellow- 
Members in Zeal, and Earneftneſs. 

' They pray for the proſperity of the 
Univerſal Church, that God: would guide , 
her by bis Holy Spirit; ſo muſt I. 

They pray for all Chriſtian Kings and .. 
Princes, that they may promote the Glory 
of God, and the Churches welfare 3 fo 
muſt} 1. 

They pray for the Miniſters of God's 
Holy Word , that they. may be ſound in 
the Faith, and Patterns of Holineſs; ſo 
muſt 1. 

\. They pray for all diftrefſed Members of. 
gh » that the Conſolations of Chritt 
aj a>opee in them 3 ſo muſt I, _ 

proſtrate themfelves in Holy 


Cn” of their. Sins, and. pray OO 


d 


} 
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Remiſſion and Pardon, and*SanGtifications. 
ſo muſt I. | _—_ 

They Pray to be made Partakers of-. 
the Benefits of Chrift's Body and Blood;. -- © 
fo muſt I, | | 


IE 


= 


I muſt ſhew my compaſſion to tlie Poor; 
by contributing to their neceſficies, it F3 
am able. | j” | 
I. muſt remember , how poor. , how 
wretched, how naked, how miferabte L 
was, when'the Son of God firſt took pity... 
oh me; being yet! in the Loins of my. Fa- 
0-13 chav adn nt of) £27 
TIT 'muft confider, that myſcIat this in- - 
fant am lying at the Pool of Berheſda , 
waiting for the Angel of the Covenantto-, 
come down, and ſtir the Waters, that T-. 
- 1 truſt look upon myfelf 2s a Perſon 
full of Sores and Sicknels, and rcAle&, that: 
JT comme to be cured for God*s fake, by-the -: - 
Great Phyſician of Saks: - _ E 
- From myſ{df, 1 muſt look-down onthe, = 
Pbos, that want my help anda Iwould+ . 
have my Great Maſter have cottipaffivn on. _ 
m6; fo I mult have cotrpaſſion on wy; Fete | 
low-Scrvants... IS CL Omng 
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Tv. 


T muſt at Wo time reſili all worldly 


thoughts, and bid my Oxen, and my « 


Farms, and my. Domeſtick Aﬀairs, ſiand 
aloof, like Lepers ,; that muſt not come 


near a place ſo full of Majeſty, and a Work 


ſo. big with Wonders... .. 

I muſt with Mary chuſe the Ub part, 
and look upon Martha” - ſerving as unſcas 
ſonable..... 

I.muſt lay afide .contrivances how to 
makea Bargain with my Neighbour, and 
know nq other Covenant, but. what Iam 
making with God in the Blood of Jeſus. | 

I muſt not think of my Tradeand-Trat- 


fick 3 but remember, it is for the Pearl of | 


Price that Iam txading now , and laying 
out my ſtrength and labour. . | 

. I muſt not be diſturbed with a deſpe- 
rate Debt, that's owing me; but remem- 
ber the Debts I owe to God, and how I 
do expe that at this time they ſhould be 
ſtruck out, and cancglFd for ever. 

1 muft not now toxment myſclf about 
a livelihood, when I come.to get a Title 
to a Life of everlaſting Glory. 
- I muſt not now think how to get Bread; 
and make proviſion for my Family 3 but 

rather 


| 
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rather 'refle& with joy 5-what large pro»: . 
viſion .the' Almighty makes for my. Soul. 


arid what care he- takes to. make me a:.Son | 
_ of -God, an Heir of Heaven, and Cohcir: | 


- with. Chriſt. 


- When. ſenſual thoughts fly through my. 
Mind at this time,:I-mufi contimueto! fay. 
to-them, Ariſe, and Departs here hall 
_not- be your reſts; | | 

- V. 
I. muſt now make ſome Spieiinal cen 
Qions on.the breaking of the Bread, and 
_—_ pouring out of the Holy Wine. 


On the breaking of the Bread, 


bd Sai 'O my Soul, thus was thy Ble(- 
+ Saviour? s;; Body. broken : > Thus was 
His unſpotted Fleſh toxn-aſunder, 'O my 
Sins, ye did this barbazous act. 'The 
- Jews were but, the external Inſtruments , 
ye were the fatal Cauſes of that torture! 
Had- it not-been-for. you ; the Crown'of 
Fhows had Never wounded that: Sacted, 
ead;. .-' HODGE £1 
"Break » my. Heart, Break-z--it is Jiſ1 
mal fight! A broken Heart 154 pr” 
7 whi 


* 
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which He, that'was broke-upow the ac+ 


count of thy 'Sins, wilt not deſpiſe. 


Nay, He wilt comfort the humble 'Soat; 


and the contrite Spirit ; He will pour Wine 


and Oll into its Wounds, ſupple it with 
 Baln, heal it with his Death, and. 'Theke, 


itwhole by his Agonies. - 


. See here; -O my Soul, the Bread which 
is broke, is it not the Communion of-the- 


Body of Chriſt ? See how many broken 
pieces are here, whicly all make but one 


Loaf. So Thou, and Thy Fellow-Belic- 


vers, : thake one myftical Body, where- 
of the 'Crucified Jeſus is Head and 'Gover- 
nor, who . influences the Body by: his 
- Spirit, and from his fulneſs diſpenſes 
Grace for Grace. 


Rejoyce, O my Soul! For now the | 


Waves and: Billows -of God*s wrath arc 
laid. 'The Storm of vengeance: is huſh'd, 
The Thunder isgone, The Clouds clear 

up, ' Thy -broken/Savjour hach turt'd the 
Sound of the Tramper of War ititoa ſtill 
ſmall Voic& 

''O break with him'no more? O pre- 
ſerve that- friendſhip which was ſd proce 
bought? A friendſhip purchaſed by Blvs 
fare-muſt never dye; Thow art his Friefd; 
O do nor become his Enemy agaip, foe: 


fear he be never Friends with thee again. 
On 


OS 
- - 
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On'the powning-own of the Hol Wine. 


Thus, O my Soul, thus flow'd the- 1 
cious Bloud of the tormented Jeſus ! 

ſuch' Streams it ifſued' from his puree 
Body ! Thus was the coftly Jaice Tet out ! 


. Thus the rich Veins emptied themfelyes 


of their Treaſure, and all, that thou might- 


eſt be clean. 


And, 0 Fernſalem, wilt thou be clean ? 
When ſhall it once be * When God makes 
uſe of his own Blood to purifie thee, O 
my Soul, Wilt thou wallow fill in hy 
Dung and Naftineſs.? This would be in- 
excuſable. Ariſe , waſh thyfelf in this 
» Jordan, and thy Fleſh ſhall come again , 
like unto the Fleſh of a lictle Child. 

O my Soul ! Had not this Blood been 
ſhed , there had been 'no- remiſſion -of 
Sins: . From the ſhedding of 'this Blood:, 
date thy happineſs ; when God ſaw” this 
Bloed, the-Tide turned; and thy offend- 
ed Father looked on thee with a merciful | 


Face. ; 
How: ſweet is this Blood! It nouriſhes, 


unto Eternal Life, Weg 

| How -highthe/valae of jet: Te redeemed 
a whole World. | 

How PEER expely all Vkieties,* 


What 


/ 
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What pity was It, fic the leaſt drop 


- : of it ihould fall upon the:-Ground'! It was 


| fit to be received by the hands of Angels ! 
But the Earth,on which finful Men walk'd, 
.. was defiled and. curfed ; and' therefore it 


muſt fall upon it to. take away the Curſe, 


Man's Sin-had made it ſubject to. 
O precious Blood! Drop .,' drop ,/ upon 


my Soul! Let me feel thy Virtue! Drive: 
out the Curſe, water this barren Ground , 


that hath brought forth Bryars and 
Thorns, and let it bring forth pleaſant 
Fruit again 


VT. 


When I receive the Holy Bread, my 


Mind muft vent itſelf in ſome ſuch Breath- 
ings, as theſe : 
- O my Lord, I do remember v ith Joy 


and Grief, that thy Body was crucified: 


for me, the meaneſt of -thy ſervants. | 


remember it. with joy, becauſe Thy Love 


is wonderful. -.O how vehement , how 
violent was it to love an Enemy, and by 
that Love to charm me into Obedience! 


I remember it with grief, becauſe my Sins 


were. Thy Murtherers:-.O\my i'Lord, I 


will Rand out againſt-Thy Offers of Grace 


© no fOnger: Here, take my Heart : I 


ſolemnly 


_ 9. £4 


: 
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ſolemnly. xcſolve,t&. dedicate. myſelf;,and 


: 


all I have to, Thy Service. DD, 


&-; _ PE 
* FI 


| | O God \This Sacred Bread puts me in 

mind how,the Lamb: of Ged. was offered 
for me. Do I believe this, and ſhall not 
my. Soul make -Fhee,her.higheft,  and.her 
chickeſt_ good? O my; God, I take. Thee 
here , not-only for-my . Saviour , but-for 
my King and Maſter-too. Come , Holy 
Spirit, rule my Heart for I will hence- 
forward ſerve no other Gods but the 
F Great Jehovah alone, who loved me; and 
. '| , 83Yc himſelf forme... - _ - 

, ; . -- Or, | x, = 
| _ _ O my Jeſus! My Life! My Joy ! My 
Comfort ! Thou diedft that I might live. 
| TI remember it, and adore Thy Majeſty 
| | in miſery. O make me Thine; and as this 
Bread doth mingle with-my.: Subſtance 3 

ſo let Thy Spirit mingle with my Soul; that 

the ſame Mind may be in me, which was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. - 


þ .; Look upon this Bread, O rp Squl!' ie 
repreſents the bleeding Bodyot thy deareſt 
Lord, Bleed, O my Heart! Give thyſelf 
| ng up 
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up'to him thit groancd "for thee." Tr's | 
| done, O God,:neither Death', nor Life | 
ſhall ſeparate me from the Love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Tefus my_Lord. 


VII. 


When I receive the Holy Wine, my 
Thoughts mult ſtill -be at work, and ad- 
dreſs themſelves to God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſome ſuch way as this : * 


Either, 


O Jeſu, I thankfulty remember, that 
Thy Blood was ſpilt for me 5; What am, 
and what.is my Fathers Houſe, that Thou 8 
' haft brought merhus far ! Thou haſt loved 
me better than Thave done myſelf! O my 
Lord, give me Thy ſweet, Thy tetider, 
Thy free, Thy humble” Spirit, thatT may 
be one with Thee, and defire nothing 
on Earth befides Thee. 


Or, | | 

O Bleſſed Balſom of my wounded 
Heart ! Welcome, thou Sovercign.Salve.! 
How feafonable is this Medicine !, 1 dy 
If Thy Blood relieye me.not. O waſh 
. me, and T fhall be whiter than og" I 
have 


e 
S 
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have deſerved to drink the Cup of Trem- 
bling and Altoniſhment, and Thou holdefi 
out to me the Cup of Salvation.. - O my 
Soul, remember who it is thatis ſo kind 
to Thee. O elteem, adore, magnific, and 
love him, ſor ever. 
Or, s 

O Thou Blefſed Shepherd of my Soul ! 

How. ought T to bluſh when I think' of 


Thy Blood, which my Sins did ſpill! Thou 


haſt turned my. Darkneſs into Light, and 
my Treaſon into Antidote. - Thou cureſt 
me by Contradicions. and the Blood , 
my Sins have drawn from Thy Fleſh, is be- 
come the only refugeI haye in the Day of 
Wrath. O Took opon Thy own Blood, 


af eand hide me. in Thy Wounds. _ I know 


0 *; =. af Sg.  a_ 


not howto prize Thy favour; O do Thou 
teach me to dogreat things for TI hee, to 
deny myſelf, to take.up my Croſs, and to 
follow Thee. | 
| Or , ; 
. O ty Lord ! By Thy Tears, and by 
Thy. Blood Thou adjureſt me this day. to: . 
imitate Thee in Thy Graces:in Thy Meek- 
nefs,in Thy Patience, in Thy Humility,ia 
Thy Charity, in Thy Contempt of the 
World,and in Thy Heavenly Mindednels. 
My Heart is fixed, O God ! my Heart 1s 
frxed, I will ſing and give Praife. T0 
| ait 
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ſhalt be my Pattern. Here under, Thy Croſs 
T-promiſe Obedience. and Conformity to 
"Thy Graces. Odo Thou help:me.! O af 
ft me! Uphold me with Thy, free Spirit 3 
' fo hall I teach Tranſgreſſors Thy Way , 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto Thee. : 
Or, | | 
_ Great Biſhop of my. Soul, who. haſt left 
the ninety. and nine in the Wilderne(s,and 
art come to ſeek this ſiraying Sheep ! Be- 
hold; Lord, the Prodigal is. coming home 
" again ! Thoncomelt toward me bleeding, 
groaning; dying3 Thou comeſt to receive 
_ him that hath forſaken Thee, to draw him 
that hath fled from Thee, to kiſs him that 
did ſcourge Thee, to crown him that did 
prick Thee, to embrace him that did cru-,, 
cifie Thee, to revive him that did kill 
Thee, and to love him that did hate Thee. 
O fiupendous Mercy ! Henceforward no 
vain Glary, no Worldly Pomp, nooutward, 
Riches, no Smiles of Great Men, no out-. 
ward Comfort, ſhall have ſo much of my 
Heart as Thy ſweet ſelf. O encreaſe my 
Faith, my Hope, my Love, my Charity 
make my Soul a Temple of the Holy. 
Ghoſt ! O come, come, Thou Bridegroom-- 
of my Soul,. come and dwell: in me for; 
cVcr: | | bs | 
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*+ 


of the Particulars to be' obferied after, 3 we 
have been at the Lords Table. 


fe = 

£ | li iow = ys Conſcience. | 

\C BYY is TE all; that i is to * obſerved | 
3d . upon this occafl ian.? -_. 

5 = Chriſt. No : For after I have been made 


" Partaker of *theſe Myſteries and Tokens 
al BY of God's Love, I muſt, | 


al 

0 LT! ht > 

7% 8 Ugh 

Go _ 'Bleſs ; God for the” opportunity. 1 EPL 


0 had of going with. the Multicude tO! the 
4, Hoyle of God,* with the-Voice of, Joy and 
Wo Pg. * with flie Myſcjtude, which Meeps 


y Holy; .diy. 

y 1 muſt lhagnific his Goodneſs; ZN fo 
>: Þ laved the World, as to give his only Be» 
y. | gotten Son, to the end that all choſe that, 
n''} believe.in him, ſhould'not periſh. : 1 
b 'T muſt fumron my, thoughts to enter. 


N into ſome ſuch! Meditation as this : 


5 


Whence 
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Whence is it, that the King of Kings | 


and the Lprd of Lords, in whoſe eyes the 
very Arigels are not Pure, ſhould come to 
viſit ſucha Wretchas 1? --Q: my Lord ! to 
whom doeſt Thou ſtoop! What is that 
« Creature, that Thou boweſt thusilow to? 
ADen of Thieves;an Habitation of Vipers, 
a Veſlſcl of Diſhonour ! O how often have 
I polluted myſelf, even 'after Thou haſt 
waſhed me ! Is it poffible, that God will 
dwell in ſuch a polluted Houſe! Is it poſ- 
fible, that God will come and feaſt and 


ſyp with. ſuch an unprofitable Servant !: 
O ry Soul! It is not only poſſible , buts 


thy Lord* hath done it to day :: Thine 
eyes have ſeen the mighty Works of thy 
Redeemer. Thou haſt ſeen him converſe. 


to day with a Wretch, that hath undone 
what God hath done, hath rendred him- 


evil bred , and. hatred for his good 
will. Thou. haſt ſeen thy Lord'this.day 


vonchſafing 'to fit with one who is full of 


Bruifes and' putrefying Sores, andthole 
not bound up, nor mollified with Oiat- 
tent.” ; 4 
Alas; my Lord! have abuſed the migh- 
ty Creator, to pleaſe a _Murtherecr; af7 
fronted the . great Preſerver_of Men, to 


Pteaſe a Fiend; and undervalued him,that'. 


call'd me'to Salvation, to pleaſe an uſur- 


ping 


a. lt 1a fa wk 


a ma Aa tn YO oncl Be — = — a. _ 
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$3 
s ping Ty Te give ng reaſon why 
eB Thaveo med. hee, Except it be Thy 
0 W Gondaeſ: Paticyce.;. and; could. fair 


0 Wea : Me. apgry 2. FR 
t Crs t Thou ſee in me, BY f 
{chat oo attra&t Thee, and make Thee 
> leave the higheſt -4 way to. deſcend into 
< i an Abu of. Miſery ? 
t Jeſus! Water my-Soul with the 
ren ra haſt ſhed, anoint me with 
- E the Myrrh of Thy Grief and Sorrow, tye 
1 & me by Thy Bonds,let Thy Scourges ſoften 
my. Heart, let Thy Derifions ſtrengthen 
me, let Thy Croſs raiſe me; Reign over 
me, do with. me what ſeems good.to Thy 
Power, Wiſdomand Goodneſs, O let. me 
pever depart from 'Fhee: Lethotthe Crea- 
ture draw. me more than the Creator, Va- 
nity more than Eternity, Miſery more 
than Felicity, Filchineſs more than Beauty, 
Slavery. moxe. than. Greatneſs, Bitterneſs 
more than Sweetne(s. . My. Beloved is 
mine, and I am his; he feeds among the 
Likes. , -Q-that thou, wertzas my; Brother 
that ſuck*d the: Breaſts of my Mother, I 
would kiſs Thee,. yeay I ſhould not be 
» Nord all defrel before-Thee, 
0 my, delire.is E J 
take a ba ; from, me- whatever. doth dif- 
BIR, Thee.. Give.mean. lnpble Hogs, 
taat 


"A. hy 
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heart; that-E may” be 'intire Sided” 
Thee: Give me ene} hat mdf 
chectfully Bear Whatevet. thy hand. lay 
upon me : ' Give me a tender heart, that? 
may be kindly affeionate to my Nejgh: 
bour : Give me a free tigarr, that ror 
may hinder me from runging' to The 
Give mie a heart of Fleſh that I may. Jon 
Thee perfeRly. ' ' 4 7: 

Praiſe ye the Lord, T will praiſe the 
Lord with my whole heart in the Aſſembly 
of 'the Upright, and in the Congregation. 
The Works of the Lordare'great, foughtl 
out of all them that have'pleaſure therein: 
His'Work'is honourable and'glorious, andPl o 
his Righteouſneſs endireth for ever. He 
hath" made his -wonderful Works to be 
remembred. The Lord is gracious and 
fulli'of 'Compaſſion,. he hath-given: Meat 
eo then that'fear him';” He will ever be 
mindful6f- his Covenants He hath ſhewed 
his People /thePoWer of his Whrks ;; that 
he may give them*the* Hetitage of the 
Heathen: The' Works: of -his hands are 
Verity and Judgment 3 all ks CMIPAT 44 
ments ate ſure,they ſtand faft rn 
ever, andare'donein Trath a Fi: np: ght- 
neſs, He (ent Redemption unte hisPeopt 
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nded his Covenant fot ever:* 
Holy and; pen 7 Mme is his Name':n He Falſes! 
=o Poox-butiofthe Duſt and[lifts the-Nees! 
ofthe; Duogbil; that he may: fer tim 
with: Princes, Dog with the Princes of his 
People.” \Praiſeye! the op Tg 70s: 1 
{6.10 5b: s« i-J&\13 my 6: DIE OI62% 
ng by 's , D216: veſel 

© ::I-muſopita Se Sine A ation,and iny” 
oY plow Cluiftians, chat ido car of ther fatarr 
Bread, and:drivk-of the-ſame Cup with tey 

he thatthey may'allbeſatisfied, as with -Mar-' 
row. and Fatne($, and their Souls may live. / 
mn. I muſt beg,chat none of them may receive' 
bt, theGraceof God in viih,That theymay keep 
1:8 and ſtand to the Condition of the Covenant 
16] « they Havematicorrentiv'd with God, That 
Te they may infleed fight for the future againft- 
ef the World,: the Fleſh'and: the Devil; and be. 
4 | more-thati Conquerors, through him: that lo=: 
at veg them; the*Lord Jefus Chrift. 3 {1 
be fl © Myolone: to: Chrift muſi: confliain' meto! 
4 | wiſbiavd beg;thatevery Mdy:maytlove ies) 

cle he doth notappear truely lovelyito me. 

; I:myſ}.tntreati the Father of Mercies to' 
diſpenſe his Spivit abundantly at this time, 
-Thay!thej loveof Chiilt prevailing: may pull 
dabarinMyFellow-RedtivirsalfcheShong-" 


ce 


211} | | E = 
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aSin them,govern chemby his-SpirityThati 


chew re bring forth thobruitsofithe! 
SpixleLlove;!Jbys Patt; GobdneſsoÞaich, 
Gentlazefs, Matkneſs; /Tympiraticdy Grey 1 > 
T wuſi be importunace with Goditomake 
them all Partakersof the: Benefirs'bf Chriſt's 
Death and Paſſion, even of that Pardon.and . 
Peace, and Salvation h#hath purchaſed, and 
© conſethemtowalk worthy ir tihoporſcns 
that.are: fenfible —_—_— reatnefs oFthrecHa- 
your andthe depth;and breadth;andlengrh; 


and 'height.of :the love of -God';: and:corife- 
+> Ik may be fil [ with all _-- 9.7 rot ofi 


Tien! 
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<. 


1 mil be chankfol fr the Noartian 
enetings at fuch atime.'' 1 muftlookupon't 
as inbre than ordinary Preſet, thar-God? 
hath youchſafed:me a place-aphis/Table;ad-' 
mitted me into\thenumberofhis Childrgn,/ 
made: me Partaker:of the! promiſes! ofithe 
Goſpel,- apen?d(bis' Boſons 76-me;/ reveived 
me: into. Fayour;atfiſted: me with the Spirit, 
given-me'a right to the Free of LEP! and 
vilited me with his. Salvation; ?': - 

Here the. Words of | David: may! juſt be 
app Aied;My Sauk ſhalt j6y ine'Thiy/ Str, 

O Lord: 3 and ig: Lhy [Sabvaction how grea 
rpay-I rejoyce! Thouhatt given ine my 


delire., and haſt:not-withheld the Reque 
- x _g Lips: Thou —_ prevented me: with- 


2 | 


oY 


} 
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the Bleffings of Goodneſs, Thou ſerreſt x 
| Crown of pure God'onmy head, Piasked 
| Life of Thee, arid Thou gaveft it me;eveh 
Ietigth of days for ever'and ever. My Glory 
H oe in Thy Salyation, 'Honor and Ma- 
| y haſt Th irrtriven Mo for Thonhaft 
| Dae mePBleffed forever, Thou haſtmade 
re Te WY te with Thy: Contitenarice. 

re il F rroft- ip He tor &#;*atd 
NMNthe' Metcy of Me MoſtH ih EGan 
not miſcarry. Thins harid "(Ralf find out aft 


miy;Spiritoal Enemies, Thy right hayd i 
fo 


find out all thofe that Hate Thek.. Be Th 
exaltcd; Ford, in;Thirie own! ſtrength; 1 
C6 , Will we ſing ami praife Thy Power,” © 


7 ; Meth 3yctag ie" 
1 naiſt one rejo 2 and: prajfing 
God. RF is cometly forthe U Upri Tt 
pogr Cripple: ple « ' ſo when tre was heated, arid 
Save not:Ffar greater reafor'to 46 19?! Be- 
hold; 7 dhe cl 'ar"this ime froth winrte 
dj Nr "It Ft ok his” Pr ( 'Bejcongi- 


ne Firm ok, Ny Sooldrh mag- 


nib the Lotd: I wy romeo God, 
Salvation? willext IT O God my 
| WL WP Nr ky 'Narne' for: ewe 
r. ts ep 'F blefs Thee, ant 


Tn ever'and'eyer; ' O'all- 

hk "Thy Lotd; comeant I wil tell ye 
= he bath done for my Soul. His Love 
E 2 hath 


*S##>44 
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' hath overcome my corruption, his fervent - 
Charity my coldneſs, his Goodneſs my {ins 
and follies. Except the Loxd had been onmy 
fide; now might I lay. , if the Lord bad. not 
been on my fide when Tewptations and Cor- 
xuptions roſe up againſt me , then-chey,had 
ſwallowed me;up quick, when their Wrat 
was kindled ggain me,thenthe Waters ha 
pyrrmbelmed e, the Stream, had gone oye 
m5 Soul ;;.B! &d. be the Lord, grey kar 

Mig over,as a Prey-ugto their teeth, 


1 is eſcaped as a Bird outof the Snare 
p 4% Fowleisz the. Snare is broken.and lam 


RNs My elp is ja. the pame of the jou 


whom cayen-and.Farth. ...-. + 


j 


Beivg made. hole! [ muſt fox the future” 
take heed, and Gn wilfully no more:: Having 
waſhed wy Feet, muſt not hg themagain. 

(Ond upon my my. ward Tie wg of 

Qeaines formerly r 

| muſt; be. cautious and, 

WET. much as of an.evil Fen in gn 

very Thoughts muſt be, purged: from that 
filth, that uſed to cleave. to.them. ._. 

PR: muſt ſtrangle an evil, ſuggeſtion in,j its 
birth, and ben 2 nd ay y; motion riling. 

my wind>that ke NE 1y;;0T, 
delixe of. Vain TEN r,greed incſs fr 
.Wosld.,.l mu FReSke, it, ; Þpon. its fk ap* ; 
| \Prarance. Fo 

: I 1 mult 
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"The Fire of the Altar, Ty 
' I muft bid an etctnal farewel to Unbelicf 
"and Miftraft'of God?s Providence, 46d Rhiin 
thoſe ſinful compliances with Men, which 
'heretofore 1 was uſed to be guilty of” © © 
'T muſt not only watch againſt groſſer Sins, 
and fuch as Jews and Heathens can avoid ,bur 
againſt the ſecret diſorders and errors of my 
Heart, which none ſees but God, whois over 
all,'Blefſed for evermore; © 


WW ge 1 WP. | 
' Tmuſt frequently compare my Actionsand 
Behaviour with the Vow and Promiſe, and 
ſolemn' Reſolution Thave made in the Holy 
, Sacrament, whether my Deportment be a- 
* greeable to thoſe Engagements ; Whether T 
fiand in aweof thoſe Vows. and Promiſes ; 
And whether they influence my Thoughts, 
+ and Words and PraQtices ; Whether my ha- 
ne. | tredofSinencreaſcs,and my love to Holineſs 
ſc | prows ficady and unmoveable;' Whether I 
4 check myfelf upon feeling an inclination or 
yl propenſity to a ſinful att with ſach thoughes 
as theſe : Is this the effet of my late Vow?ls 
at this to ſtand to the Covenant | lately made 
r with God; Is it poſlible I can be fo perfi- 
ts dious;asto break with God ? Hath the Croſs 

X* of Chriſt ſo little power with me ? Shall. 
oy it not reſtrain me from ſuch a ſin, as this ? 
he Fooliſh Creature ! Shall a little Profit or 
_ Pleafure tempt me to pleaſe the Devil, and 
wrong my Immortal Soul ? I am tied by 

WY E 3 ſolemn 
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Hema Froniſeemade, a Woſe folemn Place, 

poi Saarpet Tio a Frome ſeal- 

Ft Wi 1,095 ode ita aug 
hall] wt to ys x. or hope- for Paxdon, 
wn this Preſumption ? ? 
| take notice, Whether the thoughts 
of port s Death make my Paſſions weak 3 
Whether they leſſen theheat of them; Whe- 
ther they repreſs theix ficrceneſs z Whether 
they work in me that contempt of theWorld, 
which was ſo ſignal-in my dear L080 and 
Maſſer. © 

I muſt cver and anon look,how | my Graces 
thrive, whether. no Weeds grgaw amo Tee, 
chat axe like tochoks the » wh icſome 


2 tg. vil. 
7 muſt: now ſtudy Sclf-denial, even in 
things:lawfu) ,, and. that ſeem to. haye no 
barmjo them; Self-denial in. Eating. and 
Dripkipgs in my. Cloaths, in. my Recreati- 
Ons, in my Time, in my Diſcourſes, in my 
Wit, in my Reading, jn my Profit, in my 
Eaſe, and in my Sleep. 

I muſt now take heed, 1 do not eat and 
drink to fatiety»but Jabour (till to riſe from 

my Meals. with an Appetite. | 
Fwy | muſt now.and then humble my Soul with 
3 religious Faſt, and many times forbear cat- 
ing of that Diſh | haye moſt mind to,to bring 


wx  nſal Defires | into- order: p” 
; | f owt 


wv awe jj 
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-_ þ muſt not imitate every-vain faſhion 1 ſee 
othet people-tiſe, but nuiſt-be very! modeſt 


and decent;niity:Garb;? alt, having? means 


and-opportabitiesroduy mt better, reſtryc 
ony,:1iwould have laid 'out upon a 


That:M Have 
':T:mvſt not think! every Rectcation' law- 
#aljbecauſe igis;commontly: uſed by: Men who 
are none of the worſt. I muſt not encollrage - 
the. vanity oÞ--Meri:and'/ Women; thar' arc 
:inilove with 'Stage-Plays' by 'niy <xarnple; 
-as being thirgs 1abjured in my Baptiſin - 
But my Recreation' mult be ſuch as may fic 
me for Spiritual Nevotions — 
-: TImuftinot{ſpend my time,as ſome laxurl- 
60s and {ale people ids, jr nitedlefs and come 
plemental Viſits, in playing ut ''Caids'and 
. Dice z but in Words and Actions, and Dif. 
courſes, that may be uſeful and profitable 
either to the Souls or Bodies of my Family, 
TN Add nth 33K 5K) ( $140. 
muſt not cenſure or, judge my. Neighbour 
raſhly in-my Speeches La SEA. z and 
not be cafily drawn to-givea Verdict orJudg- 
- ment 'of Pebple,except it be intheir praiſe 
afid commendation, if they do deſerve.it.. 
-:/Þ- ruſt nor give rmiyfelt roo- great liberty 
\ in. jeſting/3 but forbear blurting out-a witty 
| Saying, ib it be ſmarty' or: abutive j-orany 
* way prejudicial tomy-Neighbors'credi6and 
. reputations: . At fog 4 20s Bil 
* Imuft not give myſelf to-rcading vfRo- 
a2-5i1 E 4 man- 


: 3 
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-mances, and ſuch; Books as:ſerve to.retider 
the Mind , vain, and the AﬀeRions looſe, 
and zcgaxdleſsiof. Spiritua} things-225 ho 

I muſþ-expreſs;my Gratitude to. God; for 
the temporal [Gain and Profithis Handiſends 
'me, by conſecrating ſome part of it to good 
uſes; z nor muſt I be fond; of that Profit, 
hichariſech, from yondermialing wy Neigh- 

Uo; fo 205 

T7 au not ftady.the af of my fleſh 
-nuchs. b take. opportunities. to uſe. itto 
- {ome hard{hjps,: that it' may become: hore 
-qbedicnt to. my. Reaſon, | 

'T muſt not flay at, my: ks ſo labs: s as 
.my-ſenſuat) Deſires crave; but,uſe only ſo 
. much of ic; as may ny me pwn to 
;Godand MAN: 7 ig3:217 
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.CHAP. V..: 
| of the ab abſolute neceſſity oy living «6 fo 
"the , wes aforeſaid. 


- Conſcience. 7 

'N D dot thou verily Lathes this 
is the way to Eternal Life?  - 

ww Chrift, Yes certainly ; for this is theiway 
- that the Primitive Believers walked in, They 
. didnot think'that Heaven was to be-gained 
; at acheaper xate, and-why ſhould 12: ” Thus 
did the-Apoſiles, thus did their: Followers, 
-anid, without ſuch Self- TO they _—_— 
| t ROY 
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| there was no-arriving to Happineſs, Be 


fides, this is moſt agreeable to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel ; and why ſhould I think,that 
I may be faved another way,than God him- 
felf hath appointed? © 071 
.  Conſ*.'If thou art perſuaded,that thisisthe 
way ; Lord, Why doſt not thou ſer aboat ic? 
Why art thou ſo loth to cometo it? Why'doſt 
thou a& ſo contrary to it, when every mo- 
ment thou art in danger of Death, and upon 
thy Death there depends Eternity ? 
Chriſt. O this baſe, this wicked, World 

hinders me; the ill! Examples of my carelefs 
Neighbours, care of. getting a Livelihood , 


.the many Crofles and 'Diſappointments FI 


meet with, Hopes of having more time here- 
after z the Company I converſe: with, the 
People I have to deal with, fearof Wantzand 
the Calling and Condition Iam in, are ſuch 
impediments I know not how to ſhake off. 


. Conſc.Isit not poſſibleto live in the World, 
| and to keep thyſelf unſpotted from it? Kic 


be not, livea Beggar rather ; live deſpiſed ; 


live-.contemptible , live diſregarded by -alb 


Men, rather than not-cnterinto thefe cver- 
JlaRting*Joys.:Shall:a plcafanc ſinful Liſehin= 
der thee:from- the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
God ?Shall the/fawnings and applaufes. of 
Men hinder. thee from the Eternab-applauſ& 
of Angels ? Think, if thou wert ſtanding at 
the Great Tribunal, trembling at the Erer- 
ral horror thon art hang to thinks” 
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9 The'Fire of the Altar. 
whether thou would*ſ not wiſh, that thou 
hadſt lived in Caves and Holes, poor, defii- 
tate, afflicted, for a few years, rather than 
have come to this miſerable end ? -Why 
ſhould the Examples of thy careleſs Neigh- 
bours move thee, when thou knoweſt there 
are but few that will be ſaved ?: Canſt not 
thou-get a livelihood, except thou art ich 
and greedy after the Glories of the World ? 
If thou canſt but get Food and Raiment,con- 
tent thyſelf; and that moſt certainly thou 
wilt get, if thou art induſtrious in thy law- 
tu] Calling,and darefibut truſt:God. Croſſes, 
{ offes and Diſappointments are neceſſary 
tor thee,to drive thee from Earth to Heaven 
and if all this while chou doſt not loſe 
thy Soul, thou art fafe enough. Do bat look 
apon thy Soul as worth more than. a thou- ' 
fand Worlds, and none of theſe things will 
deject thee. TFhy hopes of having time to. 
xepent hereafter is a mere cheat; andif thou. 
truſt to that, thou wilt never be ſaved. A 
SpiritualiLife is a thing of labor and pains, 
and'circumfpection ; and cank thou beſo fil- 
ly, asto. think a:few careleſs Prayers will/at 
lal plant it in; thee'?-Alas !\Thefe-are child+ 
ih Reaſonings. The Company thou:conver- 
feſt withal, if-they are thy Bane, muſt be 
ſhaken: off, what ever comes on?t. There is 
no dallying in a thing of this conſequence; 
and-it other Men will poiſon themſelves, why 
fhouldeſt-theu > Let the [people thoudealett 
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with'be never fo bad;thar's no Example for 
thee teBllow." If they tre tthreafonable, why, 
ſhould'ſ: thou bofe thy: wits, and cthy.Salva»- 
ejon, for their ſakes? If they chear or abuſe 
thee, they do themſelves more wrong than 
thee z hoe will thy filming and* frerting ac 
them, convert, or bring them into a better 
temper; Why ſhoold"ii thou be afraid of 
Want, whenthon doft riot fee a-Bird ftarvs 
or die for wantof Food > And can Want be 

zrievous, when the Aurhor and Captain of 
thy Salvarfon waSin want, and-hisFollow- 
ers'were fo too.and yer did live in Heaven? 

Either thy Calling is honeſt, or. diſhoncRt; if 
diſhoneſt, and'an inevitable occaſion-of Tin- 

ning, away with it, and turn Plowmar or 

Servant, rather than live in it: If honeſt, 

do not involvethy (elf in too'much bulinels; 

for that will certainly hinder thee from fre- 

quent Prayer and Meditation, and'looking. 
aftcy che: concerns of thy Cobl';' And as for 
Neceſſaries, thy God: wilf not ſuffer thee 

to wafit ther. | 
-- Life upthine Eycs,look gpon this World < 
The greateſt part of the Men thou ſeeft, will. 
certain lybecternallymifcrable. Why ſhould- 
eſt thou venture with'them?Doft thou think, 
that howling with them at laſt, will give thee 
any comfort * There is a Prize put into.thy 
hand, why ſhould*ſt thou flight it, and la- 
TWeite'rhy contempt for ever Neglect not 
the preſent time : Do xotletthis opportunis 

oy 
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ty ſlip: Thy God, waits for thee.: Come in 
before the Door be ſhut, believe in;good car- 
veſt, and nothing will ſeem difficult. 

_ Chrift. Jam convinced; lyicld; I have 
nothing to ſay againſt all this. Great God ! 
Help me : Draw meafter-thee,.and I will 
run. - Up, up, my lazy,idle, flecping,Soul-: 
Open thine Eyes; put on Reſolution; waſh 


- 


away thy filth; ſhake off thy Priſon-Gar- 
ments gird up thy Loins axpakehaſtey'run 
to God, break the Chains of Sin,and preſent 
thy Heart to the living God, Lift.up thine 
Eyes; Look into: Heaven; liſten with thine 
Ears-;:view the Holy Angels, hearken to 
ther Hallelujah's ; chaſe away thy darkneſs; 
cleanſe thyſz:if, become an humble Spouſe 
of the Lord Jeſus;feed thyſelf with his Beau- 
ty, kiſs him with the Lips of Faith; Make * 
him thy Darling, receive him into thy. Bo- 


ſome; quench, thy Thirſt with-his Blood. 
- hold him faſtz,,do not let him go ;. fing his 
Praiſes ; admixe his Love; meet him by Re- 
pentance 3 Keep him by Holy Fervors 3 Ho» 
nor his Name,. dare. to ſpeak for. him ; be 
aot' aſhamed, of him z ; confeſs him.; before 
Men, and he. willconfels:thee before his Fa- 


» « - 


ther, and his Holy Angels. .. 
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| AND 
DEVOTIONS 


To be: uſed Before and Afﬀter Recei- 


ving of the Holy Sacrament of the 
- 1 *LORDS SUPPER. 


PRAYERS 


I. 


4 Confe/ſia an, to be fail 7 ”e 7 
_ Enxporatien.. 66 eek 
O Thou day / ARES Redeemer 
SanQifier of Men ! When 1 refleRt up- 
on my Life,how- contrary to Thy Holy and 
whoalſon Law, how unlike, the Lives.of 
Thy. Saints, how,unyworth hy hy Mercigs 
and.F aVOUrS, it hathibeen3 hew.can lforbeay 
bluſhing ! "How, can; Liforbeas. -proſtrating 
prict before Thee + How can*1 forbear fa]- 
into the/humblett .poſtures my Soul and 
rf is capable of ! How have Ll abuſed Thy 
Goodneſs! How havel affronted ThyChagi- 
Fe. How: have I tecſpaſſed upon. thy. Pati- 
nun) _ Ence? 
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ence! How have reliſted thy tender Calls !. 
How haſt Thou waited for me, while T have. 
been ſtybborn ! How haſt Thou courted me, . 
while 1 have been vain! How haſt Thou ca- 
fd ne, while I have been carclefs. L How 
deep ought ny contrigjn, tobe! How pro- 
found my ſorrow ! How profuſe my tears / I 
have movrted far a'dead Corgs 5 1 have. 
wept for a deceafed Relation; I bavegriev- 
ed to fee: the Body of wy Friend ft without- 
a Soul, Yet have not mourvedifor God's de- 
parting frog;mey nor. wept for the dead- 
neſs of my Heart, nor grieved to ſee my- 

ived of Thy Grace-and Mercy. 

O my Lord ! Iſce wy folly, I perceive F 
have gone aſtray,I amſenfible I have diſho- 
noured Thee ! How different do-my Sins ap- 
pear to menow; from what they: aid befbre / 
hy look more mw = es dreadft, more. 


oo >u 


| apr Fr de plore and ' "On deny this vo 


Hetrbtharf it may melt? O-Jeſu ! Eook upon 
theſe me Ryes te thatthey may' flow with. 
'O- behold*nit" Av od he: Erdls!, 
war® T 'may weep bitterly. © Thais: hd 
that if I mot T ſhall'be &mforteds3 Fe 
veep, I ſhall Jaugh at faſt; if F grieve; E 
ſhall rcjoyce. © O''my 66d; FT Jong to hear 


= joyful voice ; Be-of goo 1d hier | 
eforgiven ebeet 1 long to' £7 86y yectir Thee? | 


F ig tobe blefed- with He RekeeP! Thi 
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Prayers and Devotions. ©099 
Conntenance! But the Sun will not ſhine our, 
till after the Rain. O then water this Face 
of mine, ſpeak the Word, bid the Waters 
flo w,bid penitential Showres enrich this bav- 
ren Ground , and | ſhall feet Thy warmer 
Beams 3 Thy Love will refreſh me; Thy 
Preſence will revive me, and my Garments 
of Heavinefs. will be turned into Garments 
of Praiſe and Exultation. O My-Jeſus! Thou 
hanged} naked on the Croſs, that TI mighe 
be deck'd with Thy Purple Robes ! Thou 
waſt wounded, that I might be-healed !'© 
heal me,and I ſhall be healed ! Come,deaveſt 
Phyſician, and Thy Servant ſhall be whole. - 
Behold, Lord ! Here comes a poor Prodi- 
ga! quaking, and trembling to Thy Throne! 

come from a far Country, from-the Land 
of Darkneſs, from the Boxders of the Burr» 
ing Lake, fromthe Frontiers of Helll: I come 
miſerable and naked !' I come begging, that 
Thou 'wouleft put a-Ring upon my-Finger, 
and betroth' me unto Thyſtlf in righteouf- | 
nefs. The Merey is too big for me to ask, 
but not for Thee to grant. I have no metir, 
F can pleadino deſert.” Here *Fhou: feeft is- 
thing but filthy Rags. Q-throw Thy Mantle 
over me !: have heard, that Thou loveſt to 
manifeſt Thy greate& power in the greateſt 
weakneſs, Fhy-greateſt ftrength in the great» 
eſt infirmity. 1 have heard, Thou-loveſtte- 
| Þread Fhy Skirts over-thoſe-that are! deſti- 
tte, and aflictcd; thatarecaltabroad, have 
f £3 25 Ro: 
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400 .Prayers and Devotions. 
no Eye to pity them, and know net where 
to addreſs themſelves for relief. :, 1 hou haft 
promiſed to ſuch , to open River$'for. them 
in high places, and Fountains in the midſi of 
valleys, When the needy-and thisſty ſeck 
for Water, Thou, the God of Iſrael, wilt not 
torſake them. | J 

O my Lord ! If Miſery be a motive to 
Mercy, here Thou ſec it in the higheſt de- 
 gree! What mighty,what marvellous, things 

haſt Thou done for me ! Yet have I run a- 
way from Thee! What haſte have made to 
getout of Thy bght ! how afraid have I been 
of ſerving Thee ! Thou haſt been my great-. 


eſt Friend,and I have uſed Theelike an Ene-. 


my ! How have I ſhunn'd Thy Counſels,as if 
they had-been big-with Death and Thunder! 
Ah fooliſh Creature! How-have I forſaken 
Thee; the Fountain of living Watess ! How 
fond have I been of broken Ciſterns ! How 
enamoured with muddy Puddles ! Ah, my 
Father, how did(t. Thou pity me ! How 
didſt Thou bewail my blindne(s! With what 
 forrawful Eyes did Thou. look upon my 
wiltulneſs! Behold, My Lord! 1.doireturn. 
I-refurn, thae Imaylookupon Thee ; 1 re- 
turn that thou mayfſi- look vpon rhe ! | re+ 
turn, O do Thou rejoyce: over me !. ©: let 
there. be joy in the preſence of Thy holy 
Angels over this.Sinner, who repents! Lam 
troubled, I am exceedingly troubled, that i 
have made no anſwerable xetuzns' co Thy 
Gi Love 2 
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Love z that Thy C Grace hath been beſtowed 
uport me! in” vain" that Thy Mercy hath 
been thrown awayupon facha Wretch': Oh 
thebaſeneſs ! Ol the' ingratitade!' Oh' the 
ditingenuity !*that I have been guilty of ! 
Thou haſt- been my greateſt BencfaRor ! 
How treely, -how lovingly, how candidly, 
haſt Thewviſited me!-" Yer Thavs | reſiſted 
- Thy Power;'\difpiſed 'Thy Willi 
valued:Thy :Goodneſs ! Theu wowld 
torri down ny ſtrongholds of iniquity 
I would 'not; Thou would*ſt have taught 
my Duty'to God and Man; and I refuſed'ity_ 
Thou would?ſt have made me Holy;as Thou 
_ artHoly,and Hcorned it Ungrat FwWorm! 
' :DbTchus reward the Lord my God?! Could 
| Fxrecompenſe ſuch Mercies with ſach Sins ! 
* Such Favours with ſiich roſsnegleRs! Thy 
Condeſcenſion with" Pride ! Thy Humilja- 
tion with Envy ! Thy Love with Anger. / 
'Thy Bountyiwith Nlight'and flovenly: Per+ 
formances ! :Thy' Bowels* with Di obedi- 
ence?:/Thy Charity: with ' contempt of my 
Neighbour!- Thy Bleſfings'with Revenge? 
Thy- Benefits with averſene(s from Virtue 
and Goodneſs! Thy Munificence with Va- 
nity ! And.the Showres of Thy Grace with 
Earthily-mindedneſs vue 

{Ah! How aremy Sins moltiplies: Howe 
like w heavy baicks are they become, -too 
heavy for meto bear But Oh my God! Thy 
Mercy. i is. over all Thy Works /”Fhy Mercy 
0 is 


Ea 
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is greater than my Sins! My Sins have take 
hold upon me What ſhalliI do? Tam a-bur- 
_den.to hs 1 am bow:d-down with the 
ab 4 of. my. Tranſgreſſions) Whither, © 
ord, ſhould 1 goz but:to Thee,” who 
haſt the words of Eternal Life? Thou haft- 
pity on Sinners, Thou converſeft-with thems 
TpOn cateſt with them 3; rective.,ane graci- 
qul ys, love. me freely > | e>j6k 1 upoti 'Pliy 
, think upon' Thy: Blodd ; think-ap- 
on 'T y Tears ;-and accept.of me ! » Fam 
ſurrounded withDangers,encompaſſed with 
Enemies, encizcled 'with- heliſh Monſters; 
yet pep ge onjghh of patgt—moronr ge I hear 
&-laying, 70 megan yt woo ateicary 
bo auy laden. Shall lhide myſclfas Adi | 
did. Ferry) Shall chis Word fright-me 
away? - Shall I xefuſe to come when!Thon ' 
calle i in-thisftill yo!ce?./ No, No;E willcon» 
W725 my Tranſgreſlion,and Thou wilt forgive 
the; ipiquicy of my Sin.) [FE will: harden; my 
Heart ng more 3-1 will curn a deaf Ear: t 
Thee no more,.I wilh Rend/tatno 1 
Lwill.zcfſt Thy- Light no!lonper/ /F will 
grieve Thee no more, I will flick and-vex 
Thy: Holy-Spiritno/more. |: 

'Q infinite Gqodveſs | "Quwouderial Loved 
though with the Publican;Þ-Gademor lift: wp, 
wy: Eycs 0. Heauan, yet: with-tlid humble 
Macdale dalen] will come behind Fhee! weep? 

—— waſh Thy Feet with-my'Tears.and 
ki them., O let rue hear the bleſſed: —_ 
<1 | © 
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of Pardon from Thy. Moyth 3 Thou came, 
Lord, Thou cameſt, notto call the Rights 
ous, but Sinners to Repentance; and of theſe 
I amchicf! If Thou wile conyerſe with Sin- 
ners, here is one that wants Thy help, and 
that lands in need of Thy Core, full of Dif- | 
eaſes, full of Sores, full of Weakneſs, full of 
Exrors, full of Infixmities, a Prodigy. of Erail- 
ty. Here, Lord, here,is work for Thy firong 
Hand, and for, Thy. mighty Arm: In this 
Heart .axe Devils that muſt be, expelled by 
Thy Power. Stretch forth THy Hand, ant 
fave me. Here is an Objc to exerciſe Thy 
Omynipotent Hand upon. My. Cure requires 
Miracles: It's no ordinary Vittue that will 
{ct meta rights again. Thou, Thou,O Lord, 
muſt-come and fixike Thy Hand -over the 
ſore-place, and my Leprofie will be gone. 
Thy Prophet crics by Thy Order, Return 
ante the Lord your Cod, for heir gracious and 
mexciful,, ſlaw: #9 auger, 8nd repents him of the 
evi] {1 believe, Lord! Tbelieyes My Heart 
is wounded within me.. I come, Icome. Fa- 
ther, | have fined againſt Heaven, and be- 
fore Thee, and am no more warthy..to be 
called Thy Son; make me as one of Thy 
hired Servants. . But then 1 defire no. other 
bire, no ather Wages, but Thyſelf ; Thou 


ut my exceeding great reward. 


Oh! how bitter a thing is it to forſake 
Thee ! What hive | got by offending Thee! 
What have 1 gaizes by (inging againſt Ties 

Q* 
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Nothing but, S hapue,any Horror,and Trem- 
bling, and Confuſion. Darkneſs hath cover- 
ed.me., the Shadow.of Death hath fallen vp- 
on me! What fruit had Then in thofe things, 
whereof 1 am now aſhamed ! My Soul hath 
been diveſted of her Innocence, her Joy,her 
Peace, her Comfort, and. her Satisfaction. 
And, O my Jeſus, didſt not Thou ſtand my 
Friend now; Great Mediator,didit not Thou 
ſtand in' the Gap now; and plead for me;. 
O my Redeemer, didit not Thou intercede_ 
for me; I muſt be proſtituted, and expoſed 
to eternal Laughter and. Derifion'! Good 
Lord ! How pitiful, how wretched, how tri- 
vial, how impertinent, how inconfiderable | 
was that Pleaſure, that: Profit, that Thing, 
for which Idid affront and diſhonour Thee ! | 
Whei I Took upon Thy Creatures, either 
above, or below; T wonder, how they were 
able to contain themſelves, and not vindi- 
cite their Maſters, Honor, which they faw 
abufed by me; T wonder, they did not fall 
upbri me; and cruſh re into perdition, when 
they faw, how bold, how preſumptuous,this 
Caitift was ! Ek 
__ O myLord! For this my Soul ſhall mourn 
in ſecret ; even for this, that I have-not I6- 
ved Thee better , that T have not ſoughe 
Thee. more, that I have not approach'd 
Thee with greater veneration ! Hence for- 
ward, Lord, if all the Pleaſures, all the Ri- 
_ ches, all the Honors of this Wort4 , wete 
w_ cons 
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conprafencyls in this Sinthat formerly I lived 
ſhould be no .temptation to, me.” 
BR tear the Tyrgnt, out of its. Seats Ft 
ſhould uſurp,Thy Lploces no, more : I' woulc 
ult it out of its Throne; ic ſhold fitid ni 
arbourx in,me; 'Thy Love ſhould conſtrain 
me. to part with ic. I will ctucifie Thee no 
more,. I havetrampled too long upon Thy 
Mercy... 1 will make. light of it tio more! * 

. O my Jeſiy ; Reaninbel Thy Aponics'; 
remember Thy Pain,remember Thy Siffer- 
ings, remember Thy Death, and forget my 
Sins. Thy.Seryant David cryed once,1 bave 
fe. ant Thou didſt preſently rake aWay 

7 ighing is not hid from” Thee: 

ods: not. WAL. Thy F: ace from me! Mangzſſc h 
Took'd:up to ones and Thou had refpect 
unto mY Prayer. O give ear tomy Prayet 
too, that goes not out of feigned Lips! The 
Ninevites humbled themiſclves,- and Thou 
walt FRenh. O. rex ent Thyfelf of the 
evil Thou aid 1h ou would'ft do 'Un=- 
ko me, and do it not. ' Peter wept.;' and 
Thou gaveſt him a gracious Lobk. I water | 
my Couch with my, tears O ſmile upon me 
too, and lay, 1 have redeemed thee, thou art 
mine. | 
*1 love Tice” '0 'Lord, and would have 
every, Crbarute? love Thee. I would h = 
things, thathave breathi, praift'the Lor 
would have every Creature thew: forth'T 
Glory. ; Thou haſt loved me from all pity 


+ 
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mity! ! Was ever ſich Love heard of as Thine 
was ! To con vine from, Ka Manſions of the 
TO into a Valley of Tears, to2dvarice 
a Creatuze from Deaths Life Eternal! 

ro haſt made my Death a harmleſs, ray, 
ainfal.thing, ' | Thy Croſs hath fweerned 
eb there was Death in the Pot, but Thou 
threwelt i in Meal, and didft [weeteh all.” .O 
blot out the very F oorſteps of 1 my Sins, 4nd 
let: me 25-2 Seal upon Thy Heart 3, ſo will 


I give Thanks in' the (great © Congregation, | 


my Lips ſhall praiſe Thee: 
O my Life! 1 would prefe: Thee above 


all Thy Creatures ! I would. ook opp. al} 


theſe outward Comforts as a, Drop 1 n. the | 


Bucket , and on, Thee as the Ocean On 


theſe, as the ſmall Duſt in the Babes, 
a ;Thee,, as the Rock of Ages. 6uld 


ep: T hee with. all my Heart, T would Fave , 


moxe, than myſelf ! O that my whok 
FN ory united i to Thee! O thatIlm ght 
any nothin fave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucifix d!.O that all Fd Powers of my Soul 
he. gf 1-24 Thee !” O: that F might 
oh Thy Glory with ſtronger Defires than 
Worldlings do their, Wealth, or the Cove- 
< us: the, cncreale of, their-Incores ! : Othat 1 
4. adhers, unto Thes joſeparab'y ! O 
withdraw, my. Heart from. every evil Way: 
End ncline.my, Heart to all Coodnefs: Let not 
my. Aﬀecions be henceforth corrupted with 
Loycof the Creature : Let me not be weary 
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of loving ma Aer thing Sf come my 
_ M0 bi wb, enable" me 
ſays Who hal Fih "out of 
bp Oldraw my Ove, 
withthis Love Na Vet 54 cart, 
arid make'it ſick, that it may infitiably Tong 
for- Thee? O- 7 coptd tove ! Thee. without 
teaſing, Tove Thee out. oyngs love 
Thee wittiour meaftiteF Q letny,: Hot 
with this*Fire AinFptirge awa Kat f 
which ork fo calily befer me! Takeaway 
from-me-all that duthr difpteaſe. Thee 3" re> 
fe in'me all that pas) Thee.z be "Thou 
ever. preſent with me'; live in me, 
\|. Fotinfaih of Tjfe;* and le eh five in Thee: 
andlet thif attry1iye me, which ſub, 
| fets lot and 4s kind: 3, BOIey 'envies n 
"which vauneeth | - fg © which is not pi 
vp, which doth't Fa iefelf, were, 


ſecks'not' het a ly prov: 
think?o &vil oo in any bib 
rejoyce$in' Me Kh bears al itn wn \ be- 
hevesall thing pejh ro IRR 
all ing, heal Joke Chri oF, Loxd., . 


—_—_ | 
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on hou 2froj whom eh good 

ake& "Gift deſttenids,; who vel 
all Men liberally, and upbraideſt not.z Thou 
alleſ Seek-ye my Face; Thy. Face, —_ 


"REI. 


Io08 Prayers and Devotions:: 


_ will I ſeek ! Thou: haſt Gid, O :Lord;;I'hy 
Mouth. hath ſpoke. it, - If ye had but. Faith 


tia 1. ave Rocks to. be dif] laced; Moun- 
tains fo.by. remoycd,'y all lgads tobe freed 
from; R .. ocks of. Uobclicfs: Moyn tains! :0 
in, ; Load Is JE. I qabty!, Otvlevd -me-Tby 
bg. Hang. . None Ins give relief z Hong 

Fn SES none can:do;me any good,;but 
Thy ſelf. How dark, how, dull. how. doubtful; 


Is hs F aith ! Sometimes it blazes, then it dif- 
Weg again 3 ons rms ap, Ten 


$7OF $ F- yy BRINE .\ 
het” in. Sq Sap-pne » fh, - 
Storm © <7 rein ; pie — of Eby 
Glory, then 1 Ale. it again - ks ooo 


ver is my Faith! When Thy. Candle ſhines 
over my Head,and I waſh myFeet in Butter, | 
] balievezbut. where i is my Faith. inchedark | | 
when the Figrtree « doth not, bloſſom, -when | : 
there is 'no Fruit in the ' Vine ;, when the 
labour of the Olive = fail !. Q, how it 
finks at ſuch' times! Oh-how weak it grows! 
Lord, I believe, help my unbelief ! © Thou 
Sun of Rig Raef 1 a0g ight Morning 
Star, , Gor mighty Slat of acob, ſhine up- 
pn me, ſhipe.upon. "this dark: Saut. of 
en by piercing Beams, ry ov 
uds of my A at ; Diſpel choſe Miſts, 
as Chalf' i is driven away by the Wag fo, | * 
rive | 
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Prayers ahd Devotions. Toy 
drive them away , O' Thou Holy One of 
Ifrael. BRIT | FIR | LE) 
 T believe, but my Faith. doth not rouze 
me from my. ſpiritual ſlumber; I believe; 
buttmy Faith doth not overcome difficulties; 
I believe; but my Faith doth riot put me up» 
on Self-denial 3 I believe, but my Faith.doth 
not engage me to that cautiouſnels af offend- 
ing Thee, which. is neceſfary to Salvation 3 

- I, believe, but my: Faith doth not make me_ 
laborious,- doth- not make me ſtrive;- and 
fight, and work; and enter in at the firait 
Gate ; I do not believe, as if I ſaw. My 
Faith is not the ſubſtance of things unſeen. 
I do. not-repreſent that future Glory tomy 
Mind -in ſuch lively[CharaQters, as if it were 

| "Se to.my ſight. _I ſeem to' rejoyce in 
'Þ| * Thy Promilſes;but when I am to apply them, 
what doubts, what ſcruples, what perplext- 
ties ariſe in my mind ! I believe Thou haſt 
overcome Death; yet how do I tremble' at 
its approaches ! I. believe Thoda art preſent 
with me in affliion;: yet how 'often do I 
loſe Thy Image !I believe, my deareſt Lord, 
that Thou cameſt from Heaven to' reveal 
to me Thy Fathers, Will ; yet I -do not fo 
readily obey it as I would ! I believe, but 
am [too 'often overcome by a Paſſion , too 
often.by a Temptation, too often by the 
World! © 6 

O my Lord! give me an adive Faith, 8 
working Faith, a vigorous Faith, a lively 
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Faith, an efMeQual Faich; a Faith which tmey 
oblige me to ſhake off all Dulneſs, all Drow- 
-zinefs, all Lazincfs,and which'may makerme 
awaketo Righteouſneſs. Give-me a Faith, 
that may furmount all hardſhips, tmiy be a> 
_ aid of nothing, of no Bear, no Lion in the | 
way. Give-mea Flith-that: way make me | 
bold -as a Lion, courageous in Danger, re- | 
ſolace in che greateſt Tryals, and-magnani- | 
mous underthe greateſt: Burdens. AFrith | 
TI'want, which may- make all thac-is within 
meHtoop to the-Yoke-of Jefas, which-me 
croſs my-Fleſhand Bteod, crucifie my-va 
Deſires, andidahh mine- inordinate AﬀeQi- | 
ons:0 give me-a Faith, which may make me |. 
tender of Thy Glory, 'loth to do any thing 
that may: be offenfive-to, Thee, unwilling, 
todifpleaſe Thee che- Author of 'my - Being, 
Give, me 2- Faith. which -may oblige me-to6 
labour in-Thy Vineyard, and 'work out amy 
Salvation with:foar and/tromblings aÞaith 
that- may: look jineo- Eternity, fwrvey the 
Glorious 'Manſfions propared-by-the-Son- of 
God, live there, and: converſe -there, and 
draw. Comforts. and Confolations from that | 
perfection of - Glory 3 a Faith- which may | 
live upon. Thy. Promiſes, lay:hold 'on:themn 
in. defpight- of oppoſition, and claim them 
as my. Heritage- forever; a Faith which | 
may look Death in the Face, defic its Pow- 
er, ſupport - itſelf 'with/ Chriſt's ViQtory, 
and fing with Triumph over-it; age” 
ere 
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Prayers ana: Devotions. xxx 
Whers iraby Sting? A Faith which niay:make 


_ Aflition caſie, my Burden light;and {weet- 


enall my Tronbles = Ups which may pus 
rificimy Heart, -con!train me co Obedience, 
and compel metoa-cheerful runningat Thy 
Command and:Order 3' a' Faith which may 
controut all my! Luſts; check'my inorti rate 
Deſires, bear down all before-it, ſetup the 
Lord Jeſus in my-Soul, and make every-ima- 
gination ſabje& ro him, who muſt 'reign'till 
he hath pur'all Enemies under his Feet; 
O Bleſſed Light / which:enlighteneſtieve- 
ry Man that'comes intothe World 7'Dire& 
my Steps , illuminate my- Underſtanding , 
ſhew;'me'the'way muſt*walk'in, thatino 
Error may-miflead me\,-no falſe Dofrine 
corrupt me; no Herefiedeceive me;-no falfe 
Fire beguite me'3 ftretch forth Thy Hand, 
and-hold Thou up'my-Goings in Thy Path, 
that I may get ſafe to my Journeys -end. I 
ama Traveller and Pilgrim here, go Thou 
before me, and 'T'I0 follow 'Thee 3: lead me 
through this barren Wilderneſs, and:leave 
me not till T enter into Canzan. Tt is not, 
Lord , of him that runs, nor- of him 'that 
wills, but of Thee who ſhewelt Mercy. As 
Fleſh and Blood -could not have revealed 
theſe things, unto me, ſo Thou alone muſt 
enable my Faithto quench all the fiery Darts 
of the Devil. Ariſe, O God, and let 'Thise 
Enemies be ſcattered. | 
Ohow-m 1-beholders to Thee! what 
F 2 — Thavks, 


'Fx2 F: Prayers and Devotions. 

- Thanks, what Praiſes do I owe Thee, that 
Thou haft call'd me to the light of Thy 
Goſpel ! That Thou haſt diſcover*'d'tome 
thoſe Errors. which Perſons of other Re- 
ligions in the World lie involved in! That | 
I have liberty to read: Thy Word , to pe- 
ruſe it, and to know the: things belonging 
to my Peace! Thou haſt not dealt.ſo with | 
ether Perſons; and as for Thy Judgments, 
they have not known them. But what will 
this Knowledge profit me , if- my Practice 
be not ſuitable , or my Belicf ſtrong ,:; and 
firm, and vigorous ? I tremble to think how 
' many thouſands are like to periſh for want 
of this Faith. Ah / how few do believe in 
good earneſt! How few believe with any ' 
_ lively Aﬀections ! How few a&, and live, 


as if they did believe! O moſt patient God,'Þ 


pity , pity , that vaſt multitude .of Chri- 
ſtian Unbelievers ! See how Hell. hath open- 
ed her Mouth to ſwallow them up ! O Thou 
that haſt redeemed:them with Thy Blood! 
- Why ſhould the Enemy run away with Thy 
Purchaſe ! See how theſe puor Creatures 
wander like Sheep without a Shepherd ! 
O gather them ! O ſeek them, that Thou 
may*ſi find them ! Undeceive them, let them 
ſce how far they are from the Kingdom of 
God! O my Lord! I believe that Thou 
art and wilt bea Rewarder to them that di- 
ligently ſeek Thee I believe, if any Man 
will do Thy Will, he ſhall know of aoy 

Q. 


Prayers and Devotion? 11] 
Dodrine,' whether it be of God or no ; 1 


- believe ; that not the leaſt ticle of Thy 


Word ſha!l fail + O encreaſe my Belicf! 
Let not my Faith reſt upon T by Doctrine 
only; but let it-have regard to all Thy 
Laws! Oler me fo believe an approaching 
Eternity, as to be concerned at the thoughts 
of it ! O let me not only talk of it, but let - 
my Belief rouze my affcctions from their 
ſlumber. 

O my Jeſus! I believe Thou waſt cruct- 
fied for my Sins > Bow then ſhou'd TI live 
m ſin! Aſſure me, that if I do, I do-but 
mock Thee : How can I believe my Sin 


+ odious, while T embrace and cherifh- it / 


How can I belfeve it killed Thee, while 


| , make much of it ! How can | believe it drew 


Sweats of Blood from Thee, while I water 
it, and keep it warm! O Tam weary of 
this vain Belief; rid me of it ; deliver me 
from it ! Let all my Neighbours ſee, that: 
F believe theſe things indeed. Let the 
World ſee by my Converſation , that theſe 
things Work upon me. O letme notonly 
believe theſe great Things , 'but live them 
over ! Come forth, my deareſt Lord, and 
meet me! No man can come to Thee, bur: 


he whom Thou draweſt to Thee  O let me 


touch but the Hem of T.hy Garment, and F 
ſhall recover !- Let me ſo believe in Thee. 
that it may appear Thou liveſt in me, that 
F may at laſt obtain the-end of my Faith 
3-4 F 3 even 
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_ even the Salvation of my Soulz Great-Au» | 
thor and Finiſher of my Faith, hear me for 
Thy Mergics fake. Amen. | 


bogs 
A Prayer far a lively. Hape. 


O Thou in whom my Fathers hoped ! 
they hoped in Thee, and T hou didft 
dcliver them 3 Thou arc all'Goodneſs , all 
Sweetneſs, all Clemency > who would not 
hope in Thee ! Thy Mercies bid me hope, 
Thy Promiſes bid me hope, and all Thy Re= 
velations bid me hope. \O Thou Hope of 
Bo { Here 1 am, heze I lie proſtrate be- 
are Thy Face; here my 'Soul intends (0, 
breath qut her Deſires ! -O my Lord! When 
will. that app Day come , that Gloxious 
Day which,ſhall have no Night, no Clouds, 
no Daraneſs! Thou haſt ſpoke of it; Thy 
Prophets have ſeen Viſions of it 5 Thy App- 
ſtkes'have deglared it ; One was wrapt up 
abpve:the Clouds 3o takea viewof it. The 
Son that came out of Thy Boſom hath afſu- 
red me of If. It is the bright day, when I. 
ſhall enter inco Thy Joy, be mate a Coheir 
with Chriſt, be clothed in White, ſhine as 
the' Stars, look upon Thee, and.not be atha- 
med! Thou haſt pzomiſcd it, and ſhall not 
I hope for it? @ my Lord, that feeſt me, 
that art preſent with tac, and ack” - my 
| | cart 


a en. i ee a a ee 


Aus 


| Body toffee evcriafting 
| wilcraiſe mefrom- tx Daft ac. laft, all'my - 
, Bancs- fhall-fay., Loxd; Whois like unto - 


— 
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| Heart, my Sighs,jmy Defaves, 'F hou knoweſt.. « 
| Fhope fox ie4 'Q let this' Hope be lively, 

| letit bea Hope which may purifie | me,: 6« 

| vewas God is pure. 'Nay my very fleſh ſhalt 


xefi/in-Hope, and 'Thow wilt nor fuffer my 
Corruption 5 Thoy-: - 


Thee ! Lknbw. that: my Redeemer lives,.. 
and chat 'He thallfiand-atthe hter day ups- 
onthe Earth; and thouph, after 'my Skin, 
Worms - 4tftroy <hK&Body, yet in-my Fleſh 
thall ſee God. whom-b fall ſte for myletk 
and mine Eyes fhall betiold, and nor anv-- 


ther: Aud'\baving this Hope, 'O aflift riie,.. 


O porſuade mb, O'prompe me to- cleanſe - 
wyſcif from aid filchines, both of 'Fleſh'and 
pinks and tolptefect Holineſs the-feur/of' + 


we Soul with Hucmility, with-Paris-. 
ence, with Conſtancy, that no Rods, 'n@-- 
Stxipes, no Prifon, no Torment, no Ship- 
werack, no perils of Waters, no- perils of: 
Robbers, 'no perils among; my own Coun» 
try-men, '\noiperils2mong Heathenb, no. pes. 
rils inthe City, no ;perils-in the Wilder - 
neſs, 'no/perils inthe Sea, no perils aryong, - 
falſc: Brethren, :no Wearineſs, no P fl - 

neſs, no Watchings, no Hunger, no Thirſt, 
nb Cold, no Nakedne(s,. no Weakngfs,. iO. 
Infirniity,no Honour, or Diſhonour nogood:? 


Bayer ax.evil _ wy — ME. 
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* F$omtruſting in Thee ! Though the Lord 


" "S<2 © © 


ſhould kill me, yet let me-hope in him. If 
kn this Life only I have Hope in Chrift, I 
am of all Men moft-mifſerable. I he Lord 
is my Light, and my Salvation, whom ſhall 
T fear? The Lord is. the ſtrength of my 
Life, of whom [ſhall I be afraid ? Though 
an, Hoſt-ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart 
ſhall not fear 3 though War ſhould riſe a- 
oainſt me, in this will 1 be confident for 
in the time of Trouble he ſhall hide me 
in his Pavillion, in theſecret of. his Taber- 
nacle -he ſhall hide me, -he ſhall ſet me up 
upon a;Rock., ' Thou art he that took me 
out. of 'the Womb 3  Thou'didſti make .me 
hope when I was upon my Mothers Breaſts : 
O let it not be in the power of Men, or 
Devils, to: ſhake this Hope! Let. it be my 
Anchor, ſure and ſtedfaſt, which no Waves; 
no Billows, no Storms,-no Tempeſts can 
MOVE. | | : , 

Whatever evils befal me, Tet me think 
they come from a Father's Hand. Let no 
-Proſperity, no Sun-ſhine, no Calmneſs, no 
ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this Hope in my 
Soul. Let me look upon all theſe outward 
Comforts, as Vanity, Vanity of Vanityes, 
which can give no Eaſe, no Comfort,-no 
SatisfaQtion toa Soul of a Spiritual. Appe- 
tite. Let me-thirft after nothing ſo-much, 
as after thy Love, as after Spiritual Blef- 
lings, as after the hidden 'Manna,: as he: 


a*V 


- 
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the white Stone, which no Man knows, fave 
he who receives it, 24 

I will not hope in any Creature,l will arife, 
and depart, for here is 'not my Reſt. Why 
art thou caſt down, © my Soul,and why.art 
thou diſquieted within me ? Hope thou in 
God, for I ſhall yet praiſe Him, who'is the 
health of my Countenance, and my God. 
My Soul, wait thou only upon God, for my 
expeQation is from Him; He only is my 
Rock, and my Salvation,He is my Defence, 
I ſhall not be moved. In God is my Salvatis 
on,and my Glory,the Rock of my Strength; 
and my Refuge is in God. Truft in him at 
all times, ye People, pour out your Hearts 
before Him. Thou haſt been a Shelter for 
me, and a {trong Tower from the Enemy. 
From the end of the Earth will I cry unto 
; Thee, when my Heart is overwhelmed ! © 


my God!my Goodneſs extends not'to Thee; 
'The Lord is the Portion of my Inheritance: 


ar-d of my Cup, T hou maintaineſt my Lot. 
Who was ever confounded, that trufted in 


- Fhee ? Who was ever forſaken, that hoped. 


-m Thee? Who was ever- deſpiſed, that in 
good carneſt called upon Thee ? - All hajt, 


my dearceli Loxd; my Hope ! Tlove Thee, 
iT embrace Thee, I renounce all thoſe lefſer- 


-Goods, which are in. the World , that 
may make Thee my higheſt, and my chict> 


_ et Good. . 


It. is true, Lord, I am a Sinner, and have. 
F5 been 


% 
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been a very uograteful Wretch ; the leaft 
of Thy Mercies is more than I have deferveds 
my very Righteouſneffes have been as Hithy 


Rags: But I will not truſt in my Bow, rici- | 
cher is it my Sword that fhall ſave me ; but | 
Thy Mercy, O Lord, Thy Mercy, and the | 
Palms of Thy Hands, on which Thou haft | 
engraven my Name, fhall be my refuge, I | 
have no merits, no deferts,to traſt to; 1 can | 
claim nothing as my Right; all t am, and all | 


F have, is Thy Charity : What Goodnefs 
ehere is in me, is intircly owing to Thy 
Grace and Compaſſion : With this Thou 
erowneſt me; with this Thou Enricheſt me ; 
with this Thou anointeſt my Head , that I 
may work in Thy Vineyard, and receive the 
Penny at Night : 1confide not in my Works, 
I depend rot upon my Induſtry, I reft not 
in my own Labours; but in thy Blood, in 
Thy Sweat, in Thy good Pleafure, O Glo- 
.rious Son of God! Curſed is the Man that 
trufis im Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm. 1 
will hope in Thy Mercy, my Heart fhall re- 
joycc in Thy Salvation : Evening and Morn- 
ing, and at Noon, will I pray, and Thou 
wilt hear my voice. Thou haſt ſaid, Ask, 
and ye ſhall have; Seck, and ye ſhall find; 
Rnock;, and it ſballbe opened to you: Who 


would not hope after this * Who would not 


zclie upon Thee after ſuch a Promiſe? © 
let me find Grace in the ſight of my Lord ! 
I defire nothing elſe ; this is the height of 


wy 
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my-Withcs; this is it-which ingroffes the - 
faculties of my-Soul. Thy Graceis the Jews. 
a1 want, 'the Pearl 1 ftand in need of, the-.. 
Crown ray Soul longs for.. Thou art my . 
fo; Thou haft Treaſures -of Mercy, Thy. 
Stoxes arclarge, and inexhauſtible / Thoi - 
bid*ſt me'comeandbuy wichout Mony, and” 
vie RI gem fhall live : Thou 
doſt promiſe me-more. than Kings can pro® - 
miſe "and no wonder, for Thou art greats -- 
erand richer than all the Kings ofthe Earth. 
Thou giveft Reſt to the weary Soul, and'- 


Strength'to the faint ; therefore. mine. Eyes = 


ſhall be toward Thee! © tet Thine Eyes be 
open,,and Thine Earsattent anto the Pray®. - 
ex of Thy Servant. ! Do Thou chufe and + 
SanQifte this Houſe, that Thy Name way : 
be there for ever, and let Thinc Eyes; and - . 
'Fhy Heart be here perpetually... 4 
Tliy Liberality and Bounty is immenſcand © 


tnfnite / I cannot but hope in Thee! O-my - © 


anbelicving Heart / Coutd?*ſt thou but Truft=:- 
Him more,what great things would*& thou > 
fee! His Mercy. is. upon Thee, according '. 
as thou hopeſt in him. The more-thou hos«.. 
peſt, the greater is His Mercy 4 

O. my Lord ! What Rupendous Gifts doſt** 


Thou prefent me with: What amazing OS +- - 

fers doſt Thon make to my Sou]: Thou .-  * 
art not only willing to impart Thy Graces - 
to me; but in_Thy- S»pper giyeſt me. "— 


Fo ? 


| 
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Self ' And here Thou offcreſt to carry me- 
in Thy Arms, to be my nurfing Father, and 
to be Food to my hungry Soul 'May it be 
unto me according to Thy Word ! Comie, 
Lord, lodge 'Fhou in my Soul,make it Thy 
' Dwelling-place, anoint it . with the Oil of 
Mexcy; I will go and take the Cup of Salva- 
tion, and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
Thy loving kindneſs. ſhall be before mine 
Eyes, and I will walk in'thy Truth; I will 
not. fit with vain Perfons, neither will | go- 
in with the Diffemblers';; IT will waſh mine 
hands in innocency,ſo will I compaſs Thine 
Altar, O Lord That I may publiſh with 
the voice of Thanſgiving , and tell of all 
Thy wondrous Works : My Heart ſhall be 
indicting a good Matter, and I will ſpeak 
of things touching the King of Saints. Into 
Thy hands. I commit my Spirit, Thou haſt 
xedeemedit,O Lord God of T rath ! O make 
Thy Face to ſhine upon T hy Servant, and 
O let me hope unto the end, for the Grace 
that is brought unto me, at the Revelation 
- of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


: AW: 
"a Prayer for Love and Charity. 
Thou who haſt ſo-loved the Worlg, 
as tO give Thine only Son to the end, 


that all thac believe in him ſhould not pe- 


rilh., 
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xith, but have everlaſtiog Life / What-ſhall- 
I do to-love Thee ' What ſhall I do to be 
united to Thee! What fhall I do to get a 


place in Thy Bofom ! if I love Thee not, F 


am undone; if Thou doſt not ook exceed-' - 
ing lovely in-mine Eyes, I am loft; if my 
AﬀeQions do not fix upon Thee, I periſh ; 
FE cannot be happy without loving Thee ? 
My Soul is deſticute of her proper Good, if 
Thou be not the ObjeRt of my Delight / T 
am perfectly miſerable, if Thou be not the 
Center of my Spirit. Love is the greateſt 
Gift that's given to poor Creatures: Love 
enriches their Souls: Love makes their Fa- 
ces ſhine : Love muſt brighten their Souls, 
and make them appear lovely in the Eyes 
of God. O my Lord ! Thou haft given me 
faculties to love Thee, Underſtanding to 
contemplate Thy Beauty, and Mercy, and 
PerfeQion ; Memory to retain the lively ap- 
prehenfions of Thy Glory 3 and a Will to - 
prompt'my whole Man into ſuitable AQi- 
ons The moreTI Love Thee, the Holier Þ 
am; the morel love Thee, themoreI am 
with Thee: Fcrx where I love, there is my 
Soul ; where my AﬀeCtions are, there is my 
Spirit ; where my Treaſure is; there will 


my Heart be alſo. Who would look upon 


a Dunghil, that can view a Glorious Palace! 
Who would hear the Screeches of Owls 
and: Night-Ravens, that can hear melodious 


Muſick ? And why ſhould I be taken with the 
Way 74 2 ; Pomp 


bats  _ 
od 6 
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Pomp and Glory of the Warld, which -it-- 
compariſon of Thee is a mere Dunghil? 
Or. with the Carefſes and Praifts of mortal 
Men, which are perfet howlings compared-- 
with the Harmony Thy Love doth. maker 
Shall Il love Honour, and not love Thee who 
art the Fountainof it ? Shall Llove Pleaſure, 
and not love Thee in whoſe Preſence there 
ts fulne(s of Joy & Who can be likened un- 
to Thee, O Lord / And, ifnothing can be 
likened unto Thee, I muſt love nothing like 
Thee! And if I juſtly love that which is- 
oood,Fmult neceffarily love Thee more than. 
all things in this World.; for Thou art in- 
fanitely better thanall things in this World, 
There is nothing fo good, nothing {© preci- 
ous, nothing; ſo zich, nothing ſo-amiable as-- 
- Thou art. 
- O my Jcſus,' How great is Thy Conde- 
ſcenſion./- Thou knowelt 1 conld love no» 
thing fo well;as what was like me 3 and in 
compliance with my. Temper, (for Thou 
kneweſt my Frame,) Thou becameft like 
me indeed. ; thelmmortal became mortal 3 
the Eternal became an Infant : If therefore 
I love Man, who is naturally like me, How 
much moream [I bound to love Thee, who 
wzoughteſt a Miracle to become Man, that 
Thou mightelt be like me} Love defires the 
peceſence of its delightful Objeft, and can 
any thing be more preſent than Thou art? 
Thou art in me; and with me, and without 

me z 


e 
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me; Thou art preſent in all places, at all 
times, in all Companies:; Thon art willing 
co-dwell in me, and tro make Thine abode 
in mes Thou art content never to depart 
from me. Thou art firangely bountiful; 
who would not love Thee ? Who ever 
gave greater or larger Gifts, either more 
in number, or more in quantity, or longer 
for duration, than Thy libers} Hand ? From 
Thee every good and perfect Gift comes 
downs whatever Gifts I receive from Thy 
Creatures, Thon ſendeft them: The Crea-s 
tures are but the Chanels or the Pipes , 
chrough which they are conveyed ; and ſhall 
not I love the Fountain more than the Cha» 
nel? The Spring more than the Pipe,through 
which the Water runs? And the great Gi» . 
ver more than the Meſſengers that carry it ? 
Thon workeft in all , Thou inclineft the 


| Hearts -of the bountiful, Thou openeſt their 


hands, Thou turneſt their Hearts into Cha- 
rity ; "Thou feafoneft. their Minds with 
thoughts of me, and Thou bendeſt their 
Wills co dome good ! And thallnot 1 look 
up from the Creature to the Creator, and 
give him my dearclt Love? 


I will love Thee, O Lord! I:muRt love 
Thee, for Thou art ſweetbeyond' compari» 
fon, amiable without a Parallel, lovely toa 
Miracle! Thou art the true Fatherof my Sou}, 
Thou providett for me, Thou: takeht carcof 

- : me 5 
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me, Thou art exceeding tender of me, Thou 
beareſt me on Thy hands, en 'Thy Wings , 
Fhou carrieſt me, as the Eagle: doth her 
young; nay, Thou offereſt me to be thy Bro-' 
ther,thy Siſter,and thy Mother : For he that 
doth thy Will, ſhall be al this in thy Eſteem; 
He ſhall be as dear to Fhee; as theſe Rela- 
tions are to mortal Men. Thou art my: 
Friend indeed! O my Lord, whither doth: 
Fhy Love carry Thee ! Thou layeſt afide 
Fhy Glorious -Titles , and magnificent 
Names, and becomeſt my Friend ! And 
never was a-truer Friend than Thou art, 
and haſt been to me ! No viciffitude hath 
changed .Thee, no revolution hath altered: 
Thee,no accident hath eſtranged Thy Heart 
from me! My unworthineſs doth not turn 
away Thy Aﬀections from me! Though 
Thou dwellke& on high , yet Thou hum- 
blieſt Thyfelf to behold the ways of the 
Children of Men! My Sores do not make 
Thce loath me, my Infirmities do not move 
'Fhee to caſt me away, my Vileneſs:doth not 
tempt Theeto deſpiſe me ! Thou loveſt at 
all times; if Lam wounded, Thoubindeſt 
up my Wounds; it I am broken, Thou heal 
eſt me; if I am grieved, Thoa refreſheſt 
me;.if I atn in danger, Thou'delivereſt me 3 
if ander pain, Thou giveſt me caſe; if un- 
der trouble, Thou comforteſt me. Omy Je- 
ſus-! Thou art gone up to Thy-Father, and 
to-my Father, and haſi made us Friends! 

Thou 
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Thou-haſt reconciled 'Him to my Soul ! 
Thou haſt loved me before the Foundation 
of the World:! How often haſt Thou in 
Mercy look'd upon me! How often haſt - 
Thou pitied me! I was unworthy of Thy . 
compaſhon 3; yet ſceing me lie in my Blood, 
Thou ſaidſt, Live, in thy Blood, live. 

' Whatſhall I fayi unto Thee,O Thougreat 
Preſerver of Men ? No Words, no Language 
will reach Thy Love, or give a tolcrable- 
_ deſcription 'of itz yet ill this encreaſes my 
Obligations to love Thee ! And what a mer- 
cy is it, that Thou wilt give me leave to love 
Thee! That this Great, this Glorious, this 
, Imnienſe, this Incomprehenſible God will, 
© youchfafe' to be loved bya Worm ! What: 
a favour is it / Prize it, © my' Soul! Andi 
* think thou heareſt every Creature, that is 
beneficial to thee; calling upon Thee to love 
Him! The Sun that ſhines npon thee calls 
to thee, I give thee lighs, that thou mayſt ad- 
mire the Father of Lights; ſo doth the Moon, 
ſo do the Stars,ſo ao all thoſe things where- 
by thou art fed,maintained,clothed and pre- 
ſerved in Health : Theſe all call; Fe ſerve 
thee that thow mayſt ſerve thy God ;, and do 

good to thee, that thow mayſt love Him, whoſe 
Lend bath placed Us in theſe ſtations, '0 my 

God! Shall I have ſuch Monitors to love 
Thee, and be deaf to the Call? How will 
all theſe. riſe in judgment againſt me one 
Gy; I love Thee not /- How juſtly = 
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fall a-Sacrifice to Thy wrath,if under-fuchr | « 
Exhortations I.deſpiſe Thy Love! 
-How many Souls: haye,periſhid, and I:afm. | 
yet alive/ How many have been feruck-dead 
in. their Sins, and | am-yet called co:Repen- 
tance/rHow. many do.yet walk in -Dazkneſs, | 
and [| have.the honour to-ſce Thy marvel- | 
lous Light-! Thou haſt deale more. Jiudly | 
by. me, than Thou haſt-done by-others! © | 
bow .am I bonnd to love Thee / -|-ſec !the | 
odiouſne(s of .that:Sin, which others dote 
on. 1ſcethedefermity of-thaſe Vices,wvhizdh 
others wallow in | ſce:the Beauty: of: thet 
Virtue, whichothers-Teorn ! 1Ifce-the charms 
of that Grace, which. .echers laughrat! 4 |, 
"taſte of thoſe Comforts, whith-ethots'con- 
" finue ignorant -of ! I-ifce:the reaſunableneſs 
, of Thy Precepts, which others:count anu- * | * 
tolemble Yoke.! 1.have {ome ſenſe :of 'ano- 
ther World, while.thouſands liye.asitf there 
werenoue. I ſee: the neceſſity of Holineſs, 
while ethersmakea mock'of Sin'! What mo- 
tives axe theſe to>loye Thee! Shall .] be a= 
fraid,or aſhamed afterall-chis, tolove Thee 
Every.Senſe, 1 have, bids me:love:Thee! 1 
cammot ſmell to. any-thing, but 1 ſmell che 
fragrancy of Thy Lave. I cannot: taſte any. 
thing, but Imuſt taſt how Sweet, and how- 
Gracious I houart ! 1cannetleok-upon any: 
thing, but I muft ſee Thy Goodneſs! The 
Oil. of thy Love ſwims upon every Crea- 
eure, I touch or feel! That Soul deſerves 
, ..0 
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to die , that doth+not love Thee ! Inlo- 
ving Thee, I live! Thy Love is better. than 
Life ! My.days wilthave an.cnd, my life-ere 
long will paſs from. me ! My ;Riches, my. 
Glory, my Wealth, my Health, my Liberty, 
my Eaſe, .my Friends, my Acquaintance , 
they will ere long cxpire : But-if 1 love 
Thee, that will remain with. me to:Eterni> 
ty My Love to Thee makes: me Thine, 
and makes Thee mine. By loving Thee, 
I ſhew that I amnot@ine:own-: Thou haſt 


" ade me for Thyſcl, and if l amnot Thine, 


I cannot be mine. own, for at that .inſtant 
that I would be mine:own, 1 ceaſe to be 
Thine. Thou art to:me all:that. heart can. 
with, .or reaſon can.defire ! Fhou artimy 
Light, wy Pillow, my Reſt, any Sun, .my 
Meat, my Drink, my Shaay,ony Joy : Thou. 
haſt given me Thy. Son, and .in. giving. him, 

haft given me '\more.than i ten itho , 
Worlds! And if.this be not enoygh, Thou 
art ready togive me more; Shew me Thy - 
Love, and it ſuffices me. Thou haſt wound-- 
ed me with thy Love ! I will fallow Thee! 

© let me do Thy Will: let me 'do that: 
which T how wilt,and:not what. will. De- 

ſpiſe me not.; forſake me:nat; O do not, 
gofar from. me! [Dzaw me after Thee, and. 
I ſhallcun! Wo is me, that I muſt dwell: 


in Mech, -and have my Habitation in the 
Tents .of Keday! Q leave me not-to.my=: | 


ſelf! I.conſecrate both my Soul and Body 
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eo Thee 3 employ them, O Lord, as it (ball 
Pleaſe Thee beſt! : HT; 
.* Or forget me not, and let me never: for- 
gct Thee! Let me rather die a thouſand 
deaths, than live without Thee! O let me. 
love Thee ſo, that I may long to. draw 0- 
thers to 'Thy Love! Ler me be grieved 
when Men do not keep Thy Law! Let it 
go to my Heart to ſee Thee diſhonourcd' 
and affronted ! Thou threatneſt me with 
Ecrcrnal Flames, if th@Flames of Thy Love . 
cannot warm me how. I am not worthy to 
love Thee , yet: Thou art moſt worthy to 
be loved by me! O'let me figh; let me pant, 
let me breath after Thee ! 6 my Life, let 
me live to Thee 7? O my Glory, let me be 
content to die for Thee ! O my Refuge,let 
meever run to Thee! O Thou Eternal Love, 
let mebe always mindful of Thee ! Let me 
embrace Thee ! Let me reſolve not to tet 
_ Thee go, till Thou haſt brought me to that 
place where-I ſhall be for ever united to 
Thee? © | | | 
Withdraw mine Heart from the Crea- 
tare ! Why ſhould it go aſtray from Thee / 
Fam ſenfible-, what -hurt my love to the 
Creature hath done me: It hath alienated 
my Heart from Thee; «hath made Thy. } 
Word a ſavour of Death—unto- Death to. | 
me; it hath rendred Thy Promiſes infipid+ F 
_ to:me; it- hath made me ſlight Thy Ser- 
vice z it hath made Thy ways nauſcous ww 
(3 : ir = 
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irkſome tome ; ithath: made Thy-Lawste- 
dious to me; it hath: made me torget-the 
Life I am to live for ever ;, it hath mademe 
weary of Thy Love; backward to Self-de- 
nial, made. me afhamed of Chriſt, cool'd my 
Zeal, damp*d my religious Defires;z ang 
ſhall 1 harbour -the Viper in myBofom any 
morel 'O throw. this Enemy out of my - 
Soul ! Diſpoſſe(s it of its habitation; expel | 
it by Thy Power » -make it-vaniih by Thy 
Preſence! I begnot Grace to hate anything 
that Thou haſt made 3 but. Thy "Aſtfiance 
that I may love the Creature leſs than Thee; 
I would not have this love of the Creature 
engroſs my Soul z 1 would not have it uſurp 
Authority in my Heart ; I would not have it 
take placepf my Love to Thy. ſweet Self; 
I would rot have it engrols my Aﬀectionþ3 
I would have it ſubordinate. to Thy Love 
d have it to, be a Servant.to, my love 
'to Thee 3 1 would not have it rule-in'.me; 
' I would not have it juſtle out Thy -Love.., 
L know, my dearcſt Lord, I muſt lovemy 
 Neighbour'too : I cannot love Thee, with- 
out | love him with unfeigned Love ! I lie, 
if 1 fy Iove Thee whom I have not ſeen, 
when I love not:my Brother whom I ſee; 
but I would not.loye man better than Tees 
I would not obeyÞim-more than Thee ; I 
mply with him to diſplcaſc 
Thee; 1 would not-prefer his Smiles or 
| Erowns before Thy Fayour,or Thy Indigna- 
| tion 3 
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tion;F would love himfor TheegandinThee; 
and, O Thou that haſt loved me, ſo asto dic 
for-me., grant me that Charity: which is'a 
neceſſary effe&@ of my loveto Thee! | 
 Thonhafſt loved my Neighbour;as well as 
myſelf: My-Jefus! Thou haſtdied'forhim, 
as-well as for myſelf! Though I-muſt and 
amazed at the particular Mercy Thou haſt | 
ſhewn to me, yet'the light of Thy Favour | 
hath ſhinedupon-my Fellow-Chriſtians too! þ 
O let:ime love them -with a+ pure heart fer- 
vently-!'Hereby hal all Men know,that we 
are Thy Diſciples, if-we love one ' another, | 
O my Lord ; Tamrcfolvedto be: Thy Dif. | 
ciple ; 'and therefore will not only love thoſe |}, 
that love me, but. even thoſe that hate me. 
O-make me-tender-hearted, and-compaſh- 
onate to my Neighbour !' Makeme ready to! 
forgive, ready to bear with his Infirmitics, 
ready to relieve him, ready to affift him , 
ready-to ſucconrhim: O let all clamour,and 
; malice and hatred;and evil ſpeakingand cen- 

Coriouſnefs, be put away from me'! Rid me 

_. of all guile, and hypocrific and diſhoneſty : 
Let it be known by my meck, and humble 
and charitable temper, that the ſame mind 
is in meg which was alffo'iin Chriſt Jeſus. In 
vain do I call myſef Thy Follower, if 1 
tread not in Thy Steps, -or do not'render 
good for evil, and ſhew all meeknefs unto 
all men. 

When IT am-reviked; let me not revile-a- 


_ 


gain! 
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gait ! Let here nothbe.any roatof bicter= | 


neſs me! Banith from me baſe ſuſpicion 
Teach tne to pur a favourable conſtrafi- 
on on-other Mens AGions,and'to overcome 
Evil with Good ! Mortifie.in me the itchof 
contradiQion ? Make me affable, courteous, 
kind;genitle ; and1et.no provocation ſowre 
chatdiſpoſitionin me / Make me patient and 
long. (iffexing,peaceable, and calic ro be en- 
treated 5 give mea Temper that may make 
me rejoyce'in:the proſperity of others! Let 
all Prideand Envy die in me! Let me delight 
in Works of Mercy, .in feeding the Hungry, 
giving Drink to. the Thirſty, Clothing ; the 
Nated viſiting the Sick,comfortipg the Pri- 
foners,counfelling the Weak; ſupporting the 
Feeble, direRingithe Erroneous, reprovin; 

the Unwary, guiding. the.Blind, uſing hoſe 
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 Makemecircumfſpec in my Speeches,that 
Toffend not with'my Tongue ! Give me pre- 
fence of Mind upon all occafions, that I may 
not ſpeak or a& rafhly to my Neighbours 
prejudice! Ollet Thy Love be always be- 
fore, me, that T may have compaſſion on my 
Fellow-Seryant! O let Thy Blood ſupple © 
my Heart, that je may mel at the fight of 
its wants .and neceſſities. O let that Word 
found always in mine Ears, That;Thavugh I 
POD the Tougne of Angels, and bave ns 

barity,it profits me notbing ! I ſhall ſee Thy 
Charity in- the Sacrament of Thy Supper : 


132 Prayers and Devotions. 


I ſhall ſee what Thou didſt for me, and all 
the. World / Iſhall ſee what inconveniencics 
Thou didſt endure to procure our Happi- 
neſs ! I ſhall ſee how Thou didfi deny T hy- 
ſelf for our ſakes ? I ſhall ſee how Thou 
didſt not count Thine own Life dear to fave 
ours.! T ſhall ſee” how gentle. Thou waſt to | 
Thy Enemies, how Thou prayedfi for chem | 
that perſecuted Thee, how Thou didſi bleſs | 
_ them that did curſe Thee / I ſhall ſee what | 
Pains Thou tookeſt, what anguiſh: Thou en- | 
'dured*ſt to ſnatch us from Damnation ? 
O let that Charity prevail with me! O 
Ict that Goodneſs produce Bowels-of Mer- 
cy in me; that,as much as in me lies, I may | 
Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
Peace! Make me willing to decede from 
-mine own Right, for Concords ſake! O" 
root out that baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes 
me ſo careleſs of my Neighbours Good! O 
"Thou Efernal Truth,! Thou haſt. promiſed 
to write Thy Lawsin my Heart © write 
this Law of Love with Thine own Blood, 
'and make the Characters ſo laſting, that- no= 
thing may blot ' them. out! O let me love 
myſelfleſs, -that I may love Thee'and my 
Neighbour more ! O let the Fire of Thy 
Love put out the impure. Fire of my Luſis 
and 'Corruptions ! O let that Fire purific 
'my Soul from thoſe. inordinate Paſſions and 
Delires, which too often endanger it ! Thou 


art the God that anſwereſt by Fire 3 Let 
_ 
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Il | me feel Thy Fire, andthe force of it! Let 
'S | it go through my Soul, and ſcatter Heat 
l- | through every part, that 1 may be transfor- 
'- | medand changed into Love! ' Let me love 
u | Thee vehemently, ardently, ſuperlatively, 
Ee | conſtantly, and my Neighbor chaſtely, mo- 
n deſtly, purely, ſincerely, and inviolably! 
$ 
£ 


Whatever Thou denieſt me, deny me-not 
this Love! Remember Thy Word unto Thy 
Servant, in which Thou haſt cauſed me to 
hope ! Thou haſt ſaid, I will give unto him 
that is a-thirſt, of the Water of Life, freely ; 
) | O give. me this Love, elſe I faint! O in 
" | me alittle, 'that I may recover firength, 
'. 1þ « before |] go hence, and be ſeen noimore ! 
| O Thou Spiric of Love; blow upon:me, and 
| | theſe dry Bones ſhall live? O-Jeſa/ Come, 
"| "andlivein'me 3 and if Thou, who-art Love 
| and Charity. itſelf, live.in me, I ſhall love 
| all-that -Thou:-wouldſt have me love, . and 
| | be a Monument of Thy Love, and ſhare i in 
| Thy evetlaſting Love.. Amen. >... 
| Letthe RG, of Heaven hear when I call. 


V. 
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-Thious Whaartthe. K: 2ys the Truth; 
andthe Life,! know. Thee;who Thou 


<5; 6a Somak.the living God; Who ſhall 


lead 
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lead me into: Edom!/ Who ſhall bring me in- | 
to the-ſirong City,. into that Cizy' which 
hath Foundations, whoſe Butidey and' Maker 
is. God! Wilt not Thou, 'O'Lord, Strong, 
tas, 4 of Hear, @:my'Sout'!' Thy Re- 

emer cal's:; If auy Magn ferx me, les him 
follow me, and: where I am, there ſhall alſo my 
Servant be, Qmy Lord: 1 had necd>of a 
Guidein:thisagey when the: World lits in 
Wrhkedoefs? Ho wwmany:ways to Riine do 
L fee + How many Nets: do:1. fee ſpreadfor 
me. What Snareare, even; theſe onrward 
Comifonts ! How: do-they: entice, and draw 
the Heart away! OFatherof Mercy'! How 
meny:. thoufands: do E:ſce beguited (by: the «|| 
Riches and Pleaſaxts of this Life:? How'in- 
ſenſible do'they)giow! of that Life rhey' are, 
te hivefor ever! How _— -of God? 
How cenantoured with.the Gauds; and'Glos 
fies of this: Workd. How does:the Beauty 
of thein Sauls, decay;and wicher away And 
one teaches the'other-to;go 10: Held? -Ormy 
_ God! Whatſkall tdo:among;fo many:Enc- 
mics What ſhall I do in all this Darkneſs ! 
What ſhall I do among; all theſe Precipices ! 
Without Thy Light I muſt needs be loſt! 
Rife, Riſe; 'Thow Glorious Mornimg+Stat, 
that I may be able to'fee.my way Thou 
that art-the Light- of the World He that 
follows "Thee, cahnot:: walk in dazkytl(s! 
Why ſhould I be- afraid of going afitay? 

Thon aut my way, How. afniÞþ o-vectt 


ved! 
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ved! Thou art Goodneſs itſelf, how can I: 
miſtruſt Thee, when "Thow haſt fpile Thy 
Blood: for'me;- 1! "Though naturally  Thow 
dwelleft in's light inacceifiible, yer. of inviti- ' 
ble; Thou becameft viſible, on/purpoſe thatl 

' mightfollow, not the'Father of Lies , not 
'Locifer , not that Enemy who transforms 
himſelf inco- an' Angel of Eight, but Thee. 
rr whom-all che Treaſures of Wiſdom:and: 
Knowledge are. Grear Phy ficiar of Souls! 
Thou cameſtdawn' to. rn mePhylick, 
and that 1 might nor be afraid! to take it , 
didft take itbefore'me,and of God:becamett 
Man, tha&'F might imitate; Thee inthe Ro- 

'} * Tinefs of Thy Buman Nature! | 
. This s-it, O-my Lord, 'thacr my Soul de-- 

olires, even to: ſer Thee before mine Eyes,to - 

Tepreſent Thee in- lively Colours before my 
Mind, and to conforms to Thy! great Ex- 
ample. O my' Jeſus ! Thy: Spirit 3 want , 
which:maychange me into Thy'Image from/ 
Glory to Glory, from bne* degree'of Bright-" 
nef{s 46 another, - and: enable me to <compre- 
hend' with all 'Saints; what is the'depth and 
breadth; and height, and fength of the Love: 
- optrum may" be fled with: the fulne(s 


. '-O my God! My Sonl longs tofay with 
: Thy Apoftle , Flive; ere Þ, but Chriſt 

\ lives in me; Once Thoutdidffereate meats 
j ter' Thy Tmage, but'I defaced: it, thoſe curi- 

" | ous Lines] y_ dafhed, yet Thon- 
> , *:& & 2 
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haſt given me hapes to recover that Jewel» 
and, O my Lord, do Thou place it in its - 

Throne again How do'l.long-to have' my 
Mind renewed, and my Soul -transformed 
that I may mind the things; of the Spirit 
with ſincerity and earneſineſs! Who but a 
Fool -would not tread in Thy: fieps, my. 
deareſt Lord Yetſucha Fool, ſuch a Sott, 
ſuch a Beaſt | have been ! -I have ſeen Thee 
lightening me to Heaven,” and yet have lo-. 
ved Darkneſs better than Light !-O Thou 
Eternal Wiſdom! I hate this Folly ! I ab-- 
hor this Stupidity ! I will follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goes. . The Apoſiles fol- 
lowed Thee, why ſhould not I? Whole Ar- ! 
mies bf Primitive Believers followed Thee, 
Why ſhould not I? 'Why ſhould-1 come be-: 
hind them? Why ſhould I have leſs eſteem 
for T hee, than they had? _ 

My very Name obliges me to follow Thee! 
What am I a Chriſtian for, if I do not-imi- 
tate Thee. Olet me not blaſpheme that wor-- 
thy Name whereby I am called. I blaſpheme 
it, if by my vain Converſation 1 give Thine 
Enemies occaſion to ſpeak ill of Ihy 'Reli- 
gion. Dol call myſelf -by Thy Name, and 
am loth to tread in Thy Reps! My, Heart. 
is ſtabborn./ My Will perverſe! O do-thou 
bow it Make meready, make me willing, 
make me expedite-for this Work. -I hou' 
tookeſt up Thy Croſs, Olet me not dream. 
of Beds of Roſes! Thouwaſt ſubjed to NE 
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Parents, Oh make-me ſubmiſſive to my Su- 
| Periours ® Thou didfſt refit Temptations, 


Oh'let me not be overcome by them ! Thou 


.didſt deſpiſe the World, Oh let me not be 
enamoured. with it ! Thou wentcſt about do- 


ing good , Oh let me not be backward to 
works of Charity! Thoa didſi-deny Thyſclf, 
O-let menot indulge my vain deſires: Thon- - 
didi{t work: while the day did: laſt, Oh let 
me not harden my Heart in this my day ! 
Thou waſt humble, Oh let the (ame humi- 
lity take root in my Soul! Thou waſt meek, 
Oh let this meekne(s: be the rule of all my 
AQions! Thou didft not aim at Vain-Glo- 


Ty, Oh let no ſuch pitifuF end defile my - 
Soul ! Thoudidſt bear with the weak, Oh 


let me be tcnder-hearted, aud gentle too! 
Fhou didſt patiently endvre injuries, Oh 
tet me not fret and murmur under them! 


Thou waſt faithful in all Thy Fathers Houſe, 


Oh let me be fo in the Duties of my Cal- 
ling, and Relations! Thou didſt receive 
and embrace the Penitent, Oh let me re- 
joyce over thofe who are forry for their 
Faults ! Thou didſt encourage Goodneſs 
and Holy Inclinations! Oh: let me cheriſh 
them, whereſoever | find them ! Thou didſt 
do Thy Fathers Will, Oh let me- not pre- 
tend impediments !- Thou. didſt good for- 
evil, Oh let me not recompenſe Sin with 
Sin! A-fenfeof Gods Goodneſs, was Meat 
and Drink to Fhee, Oh let it be myDiet 
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too! Thou walt a pattern .of Gravity, Oh 
let me not.be vain and fooliſh in:my. Cone 
verſation Thou didft ſpend Thyſclffor the 
good of Mankind, Oh let me not indulge 
my Eaſe too much /{ Thou didfi intixely re- 

n Thyſ\clf to Thy Fathcrs pleaſure under 

ce ſevereſt 'Frials, Qh teach me this Axt 
of Sclf-refignation to0/ Thou walt zealous 
for the Houſe of. God,, Oh It not Luke- 
warmanels ſpoil :my Soul ! Thou walt not 
taken with the Pomp and Glory -of the 
World, Oh let me not be gulld with theſe 
£mpty Shows / The Frowns.aud Contempt 
of Men could .not- make Thee weary of 'be- 
ing ſixidtly conſcientious ,  Qh let pot theſe 


pitiful things wake ane aſhamed of Thee »'Þ* 


and Thy Goſpel > | 

O my Jeſus! Thy Kingdom:mullt. ſuffer , 
violance, and whoever enters there, muſt 
force his way :thzough all impediments:;And 
what .if I offer gioleace to my Luſis.and Pal- 
fons for a time, How Gwect will it be to lie 
encixcled in Thy Axms one Day, and to 
hear Thee lay, Come ge blefſed of -my Father, 
znherit the Kiugdom prepared for you ! Ihou 
| doft prowiſe me, That if 4 will fight for 
Thee, lhou wilt giveime to-cat of the Tree 
of Life, and tofit down with Thee .in Thy 
Kingdom, at Thy Table, and tobe a King 
and. a Piicit for ever Do I believe this, 
and -ſcruple fighting the good Fight? Dol 
bclicve this, and. am afraid of the Worlds 
| frowns ? 
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frowns?- Do 1 believe: this; and am 1 aſha- 
med of the Severities Thou calleft me £9? 
Why:thould 1 miftruſt Thee, when: 1. fee 
Theeufet theiſfame mortifications Thou bid- 
deſt me 1chufe? If a Soldier fee his King 
uſe the ſame Pains, Habit, and- hard Fare 
whidh the :meaneſt Man inthe Army uſes, 
what icourage: doth it infuſe tnto him 4þ 
endure-hardſhip and other difhiculties, that 
may adtend the various enterprizes he is.cn- 
oaged in ? | 00 

© my Lord?. That very .contemptof:the 
World, chat Meckneſs and Humility, that 
feverity'of iLife, that averſion from ſenſual. 
Pleaſures, that enmity to Sip, that hatred 
of Vanity,: that indignation againſt bructſh 
D&ights,, that Sincerity ,, that Simplicity 
.Thouroquireſt of me, Thou didft obſerve 
and practiſe, and: perform Thyſgf:; fo thac 
ThoulayeR :the ſame Burdenon:my Shouk 
gcrs that lay on'Thine';, and: if I die-with 
Thee, 14ball live with Thee too ; if 1 fub- 
fer with Thee, I hall reign with Thee, 
© then, d will not tarry'! I willmake 
haſte, and conform to Thine Example! I 
ſhall not 'fareworſe than my King/and Mar 
fier did 3 2nd.as'l have born' the: Ienage:af 
the Earthly, { I ſhall bear the Image of the 
Heavenly too. I will walk as my Jeſus walk- 
ed./O my Lord ! Make me Holy, as Thou 
act \Holyz Perfet, as my Father which is 
in.Heayen is -Perfet! O my Lord, there 
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is no other way to Glory , but by Thee! 
Thou being exceeding rich becameſt poor 
to enrich my Soul ! Thou cameſt not todo 
Thine own Will but the Will of him chat 
ſent Thee !' Put Thine Arms under me; and 
T will. not do mine own Will; I will fol- | 
 Jow Thee through Fire and Water; I will 
follow Thee through Bryars and Thorns, 
through good Report and evil Reporrt. 

O chaſe away all flaviſh fear from my 
Soul! Let me not be afraid of difficu!ties ! 
What can be difficult, where Thou art both 
the Guide and the Encourager ? T hou canſi 
not deceive mes Thou canlt not delude me3 

[Je muſt beſo as Thou haſt ſaid: All things 
are poſlible to him that believes : 11] chuſe 
ſome hardſhip here, ſo I may reſt in Thy 
Boſom hereafter ; I'll be content to paſs « 
through a dirty way forſome time, that T 
may lie downin the green Paſtures of Thy 
Mercy for ever. The fight of Thy Croſs in 
the Holy Sacrament ſhall be my Motive: 
YI draw Arguments from that Remem- 
brance of Thy Death, to die to the World. 
I wilt travel with Thee I will ſail through 
the boiſterous Sea of this Life with Thee : 
And, O! wy Jeſus! let me arrive ſafe at alt 
in the Everlaſting Harbour. Amen, Amen. 


A Thanks- 
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4 Thankſgiving after Receiving of the Lord's: 
Supper, to be ſaid either-at Church, or at. 


Home. 


N D-now, What Reward fhall Tren- 
der unto: Thee, O Holy, and Bleſſed; 
29d Incomprehenfi ble Trinity, for all the: 
Benefits I. have received at Thy Hands this- 
day! Awake up, my Glory | Awake, my 


| outward, and inward:Man! I will fing, and 


give praiſe | Whence is it, that ſo poor a» 
Wretch, a5-l amy is crowned with all this. - 
Mercy and loving! KindneG ! O my Soul , 

thou haſt: been watered this- day with the. 
Streams that flow: from the Paradiſe of 


God ! I that was worthy of God's natred; 


how have [ this day been advanced ! What. 
great things hath God done for me! What. 
Honour hath he laid upon me! What Ma- 
jelty, what Glory hath he-conferr'd upon 
me, 

_I feel the Fire of God within me My- 
Heort grows hot within me! I will fing,aod 
give Praiſe! Who would not praiſe Thee , 
that hath ſeen Thy goings.in the Sanctuary, 
as { have feenthem this day:! Holy: Father; - 
Thou haſt thisday embraced me !. Holy Jer 
ſus, Thou baſtthis day poured out Bleſſings 
vpon me-! Holy Spixit, Thou. haſt this day 
G5 mans: 
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- manifeſted Thyſelf unto-me ! Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Hofts, Thou haſt hum- 
bled Thyſelf this day fo a dead Dog ! O how. 
often have I returned to the Vomit! How 
often have T-gone a 'whoring from Thee !- 
Yet behold, the Lord, inſtead of the Bread- 
of Afflition,hath given me the Bread which. 
came down from Heaven:; tnftead of the- 
Cup of trembling, hath given me the Cup: 
of- Salvation ! I-will remember Thy.Name, 
Q: Lord, 1-will fpeak of Fhy wondrous. 
Works.. 

O-my Lord ! Iſee Thy hand is not fhort- 
ned, neither is. Thy ſtrength abated / Thou, 
that hadft-mercy.on the vileſt-Sinners for-. 
merly., extendeſt Thy Goodnefs to. ſuch. * | 
miſerable Creatures Rill! Thave drawn Was.. 
ter this day from the Well of Salvation, e-., 
ven. from Thy Wounds, © Crucified Re- 
deemer ! Thou haſt lapked upon this Pro- 
digalthis day; Thou haſt run, and fallen. 
on. my. Neck, and kiffed my polluted: Soul. 
Oh Honour! -Qh. Dignity ! Oh Compalli- 
on ! Oh Charity ! Oh Love ! Oh Mercy! Þ| 
Oh Goodneſs ! 'which the Redeemed of the. 
Lord muſt ſpeak.of! Even they, whom he. 
bath-redeemed from the hand of the Enewy,. 
and gathercd-them. out of the Lands, from. 
the Ezjt, and fromthe Wef,from the North, 
and from the South; they. wandred in the 
Wilderneſs, in aſolitary way, they found. 
no City to. dwell in 3 Hungry, and a> 
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Ficir Soul fainted in them; then they ery 
ed unto the 'Eord.in their trouble, and he 
delivered them -out of their diſtreſles, and 
he 1ed them 'forth by the: right! way; that 
they might goro a City of Habitation!:O 
that Men :would mais! the Lord tor his 
Goodneſs,.andfor his wonderful Works 'to 
the Children of Men ! 

Openito me'the Gates of Righteouſnels, "EL 
witl go intothem,and I will praiſe theLord. 
This isthe-Gate of the Lord.into which the 
Righteous ſhalt enter 3 I will'praiſe-Thee, 
for Thou haft heard ime, -andart become my - 
Salvation. The'Stone which the Builders 
xefuſed, is become the head-Stone of the 
Corner. This is the Lords doing, andits . 


marvellous in-our Eyes.” If 4 forget Thee, 


O my Fj let my Tongue cleave to the 
roof of my Mouth. Thou balt regarde@4 - 


-my Tears; .Thou haft taken notice of -my 


S lication; Thouhaſt given me my -Heares - 
delixe 5 Thon haſtnet withheld from me the - 
requetts-of my- Lips! ' Thou haſt given'me 
leaveito come to Thine Altar this day and : 
tolift up 'my hands towards Thy Holy O- 
racle ! Thou hafi- fed my bows: this day - 
with-Royal Dainties, with Peace and Par- : 


don, witha right to Thy Promiſes, and of- .- 


fers: 'of Eternal Lite, with affiftances of 'Thy 


| Holy Spirit, and the Riches of Grace avU E 


Merey. Thisis the Food;' which the Holy 
Bread and Wine have teprefentsd tb ine 
this 


ny l Caen L . 
p RL. 

4 A 4 

*: 
*% 
al 
F 
: x 

. 


44 Prajers and Pevetions. 


this Day, .and with this Food. Thou haſd - 
Bleſſed my Soul. In this Food will I Glory, © 
of this will I make my boaſt, + Thisis Food 
for Immortal Spirits This. preſerves Souls 
through the power of God unto Salvation ! 
This is Bread which fades not away this 


is the Wine which may be had without Mo- 


ney, and without Price. MF” 
O'my God! Thou requireſt no Price, & © 


buta wounded Heart / no Gold, no Silver, Þ| 
no Jewel, but an obedient Soul! I bring itz}. * 


I offer it. 1 beg Thou would ft be pleaſed | 
tO accept of it Thou deſerveſt itz Thou | 


may'ſt challenge it; it's Thine. Thou'ga- -} 
veſt it me, Thy Spirit made it willing : Thy ; } 


Grace did melt it: Thy Fire burnt a 


way the Drofs: Thy Goodneſs purificd it, j b 
and Thay wilt cleanſe it more and more; All ., F. 
the Good:Lhaveis Thine/ From Thee it . F 


flows ! From: T hce it ſprings! T hou convey= 
eliit to-my Soul. * I hou openefi mine Ears; 
Thou awakeneft me; every good Thovght 1 
haveis Thine ; every good-inclination, eve-., 
Ty good reſolution, every good intention. is 


Thine 3 Thou influencelſt every good aQtion 


I perform. My praiſe ſhall be of Thee in 
the great Congregation, | will declare Thy 
Faithfulne(s and Salvation. 


Q how good is God to Iſrael,even tothem, = 


'that are of aclean Heart / -O-make me clean, 
_ that | way feel Thy Goodneſs: Thou art 


wy FI {1 am. Thy Paticnt z Thou 
art 
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- art my Father, I am Thy Son ;. Thou-art 


"my Maſter, Iam Thy Servant, Thou are 
my Teacher, I am Thy Diſciple : Thy Spi- 


rit. is Good, O lead me in-the way Everlaſt- 


ing 
. God forbid, that I ſhould glory in any 
thing, ſavein the Croſs of Chriſt, and-him 


F* Crucified. O that the World were Crucifz- 
A FM me, and: I unto the World ! 1 will 
: :rejoyee in Thy Love, my Deareft Lord / I 

"*haveſeen Thy Power, Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs. Iſee what pains T hou takeft with my 


| Soul to make it happy, to drive away the 
:F -- night of Ignorance from it,and to make me 
' + know there is no true Bliſs, no true Com- 


fort but in Thee! Thou reacheſt me to 


- -overcome my Spiritual Enemies; Bleſſed be 
' . the Lord my firength, which teaches my 
. Hands to War, and my Fingers to Fight, my 


Goodneſs, and my Fortreſs, my high Tower 


and my Deliverer, my Sliicld, and in whom 


I truſt! Thou prevcnteſt me with Thy 


. Grace 3 Thou giveſi me the earneſt of E- 


ternal Gloryz by Thy Spixic, I am ſealed 


' unto the day of Redewption.' Thou art my 


paſt,my preſent, and my future, Good ! Let 
the People pra:ſe thee, O God, let all the Peon 
ple praiſethee! © that all Men might know 


| © and love Thee! O that all Mankind might 


feel Thy Power, and Glory! O Thou who 
art the chiefeft among Ten thoufand, the 
Upright love Thee ;. and. among theſe, bn 
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the umworthieft of thy Servants prefime 
to love thy Name! Thouhaſt made metro 
watk-upon mine bigh places,and io the hit- 
terneſs of my Soulhaſt refreaſh'd my Spirit 3 
Thou haft pardoned, I hope, all my Sins, 
and blotted out mine iniquitics as a thick 
Cloud. Icxpeft Thou fſhould'R forgive me 
much, and therefore ſure I muRt love Thee 
much ! Thou haſt born my Grief, and car- 
ried my Sorrows; Thy Torments have gi- 
ven we eaſe, Thy Reproaches have procu-. 
red my Glory, and Thy Miſery is the cauſe 
of all my Happineſs. 
Therefore I will put on the Lord Fejws 
Chriſt : Thou ſhalt be: my Garment, my 
Crown, my Diadem. I will fing unto Thee 
as long as I Jive. I will ling praife unto my - 
God, while I have my Being. My Medita- 
tion of Thee ſhail be ſweet > 1 will be glad 
in the Lord! O my Lord? I rejoyce to - 
hear that every Knee bows unto Thee. 1 
would have all the World fall down before 
Thee, and worſhip Thee. 1 rejoyce in all * 
the good things that thou poſſcfſeR, mor 
that 1 expect Thou ſhoulIP& make me par-. 
eaker of all, but becauſe-They are in Thee, 
and they are I hine, and Thou doſt dif-- 
penſe them to Thy Creatures, according - 
to Thy ple: fare. | 

I rc3oyce, O. Lord, in aHf the Glorious - 
Gifts Thou haſt conferred on the Head of 
the Church, the Man Feſias Curiit, I re- 


Joyce - 
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joyce in all the Mercies, Thou haſt beſtow- 
_ ed on the blefled Angels, in that Purity and 


Innocence, in that Brightneſs and Splendor, 
in that Bliſs and Felicity, they are crowned 
withal., in their care of Thy People, in 
their MiniGerial Offices. to thoſe that ſhall- 
be Heirs of Salvation. T rejoyceinall the 
Graces, Thou haſt diſpenſed 'to Thy Holy 
Apoſtles, in their miraculous healing of the 
Sick, in their powerful Preaching, vrhereby- 
the 'World was converted, in their Know- 
ledge, and: 'Mumination, in their Zeat and: 
Fervour, in their Patience, and Humility , 
in their Watchfulncls, and Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs; for in al! theſe I fee Thy mighty 
Arm, and Thy Rrong Hand, and thelighe 
of Thy Countenance: And all that they. 
havedone, andfaid, is written for my Learn- 
ing. 

I rejoyce in all the Bleſſings Thy Saints 
enjoy, in Thy calling them to Thy marvel- 
lous Light, in: Thy adorning their Souls 
with ſo many refplendent'Virtues, in Thy. 
honouring of them with che lofty Ticles of 
Children, and Brethren, and Friends, and 
Kings, and'/Pries5 in thy. viſiting of them 
with Thy Salvation, in Thy. s{hiting 6fthem 
with Thy Power, Thy Spirit, and\Thy' In- 
fluences in. their Dangers and' Necallnies - 
in Thy helping their Infirmities, in-'Thy. 
purifying of their Souls, in Thy enlivening 
their Spirits, that they. may nat beaſhamed - 


Of 
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of the Goſpel of Chriſt Feſus 3 in Thy keep» * 
ing of them from all'Evil, in Thy reſcuing | 


of them from Tempeſtions, i in Thy. giving 


them a.happy Death, and Promiſe of a_ 


Glorious ReſurreQion. I rejoyce inall Thy 
Mercies to Poor. Sinners, in . Thy calling of. 
them to Repentance,in Thy entreating, ad- 
moniſhing, and befeeching of them to be re= 
conciled to God, in Thy forbearing of them, 
in Thy. Patience and Long ſuffering to- 
ward themz-in Thy waiting for their,Re- 
pentance, in Thy adjuring of them by Bow- 
els of Mercy, by the Blood of 7eſus, by the 
Wounds of a Crucified Redecmer, by-. the 


ſweeteſt Calls , and by the-greateſt Motives; | 


& # 


to Seriouſneſs, and Holineſs 3 in 1by recei- 


ving the Penitent , in Thy forgetting all. 


their Unkindnefles, and forgiving, the Af- 
frohts they have offered unto Thee; in 
Thy remembring| their-Sins-. no more, and 
drowning them in the depth of the Sea, 
even-in the Blood of the-Lamb, which was 
ſlain from. the Foundation of the World. 

I rejoyce in all Thy loving kindneſles to 


Thy Church, in Thy giving her Thy Wore, - | 


Thy Ordinances, Thy Sacraments, in Thy 
making her Thy Eride, Thy Spouſe, and 


Thy. Favourite 3 in Thy Ordaining. the 


Lord Feſus to be her Head, hex Husband-, 
and her ProteCtor; and Nurkog Father- 
© Jeſu ! I rejoyce in Thy Incarnation,in 


oh great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God mapi- 
felted 


= 


: I nn ®UW WY 


& od... 


Prayers ana Devotions. 149 © 


| ſeſted in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit's 


ſeen of Angels, preached in the World, 
believed on by the Gentiles, received up 
into Glory, TI have reaſon to rejoyce in 


* . Thy hypoſtatick Union, in Thy being the 


Prince of Men, and Angels, and in that all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge 
are in Thee. T'rejoyce in Thy ſending the 
Comforter into the World 5 in Thy Pro- + 
miſes, in Thy Offers, in Thy Providences, 
in the Provition Thou haſt made for our 
Souls and Bodies. 


3Q give mea thankful Heart for my right 
Shape, for my Health, and Strength, and 
"temporal Advantages; O: what a Mercy is 


it, that Thou haſt cauſed me to be born in 
the Light, in the true Religion, in a Reli- 
gion free from notoricas Errors, and Su- 
perſiitions! How amTIbeholden to Thee, 
that Thou haſt kept me from ſo many op- 
porfunities of finning againſt Thee, from 
abundance of Temptations, from innume- 
rable occaſions of evil ! How many have 
been ſnatcht away by (ſudden death ; and I 
am alive yet! How many have been denied 
the Grace of Repentance. which Thou till 
offerelt to me, that | have a Heart to pray 


.and praiſe Thy Name; What a mighty to- 


ken of Thy Love is this! Let Heav en and 


| * Earth praiſe the Lord; let all the Angels 


in Heaven praiſe | Him. Let every thing 
: that 
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that hath breath, praiſe the Lord 3 praiſe 
thou the Lord, O my Soul. ; 
I remember, O Lord, how, when Thave 
gone through the Water, Thou haſt been 
with me ; when I have palted through the 
Fire, Thou haſtcommanded che Flames not 
20 kindle wpon mes I. remember, 'when for 
a (mall moment, Thou haſt hid Thy Face 
from me ; How, with everlaſting -Kindnef(- 
fs , Thou haft viſited me again! O how 
ofecn hai Thou delivered ime from vhe ne- 
thermoſt Hell! when IT have been ready to 
fink in the Mire Thou haft pulled me out of 
the 'horvible Pir,or tof the miry Clay.and (ct 
my Feet upon a Rock, and ecftabliſhed my. 
goings! When the fnares of Dearth Have". 

incompaſſed me, and the pains of Hell 1aid 
Hold.on me, Thou haft ddivered wy Soul + 
from Deach, mine Eyes from Tears,and my 
Feet from falling. I will walk before the 
Lord, #n the Land of rhe Living : What. 
reward hall I render unto Thee for atl Thy 
benehrs! How loth haft -T hou been to be- 
hold my Ruine! How haſt Thou-called at- 
ter me, Have mercy on thyſelf 1 With what 
convitions haft Thou foHowedthe ! What © | 
checks of Conſcience haſt Thou given 
me! O my Lord! Thou ſhalt have all: 
the Gloxy, Thou art worthy to receive Bleſ+: 
fing, and Honour, and Majeſty, and Dotvi- - 
nion. Hew precious are Thy Mercies ' How 
tich Thy loving Kindneffes./ To __ 
, or 


* Or NAgHRYN 
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o fue-to Virtue. This is a 
Eiving.; this is .6 day of glad Tidings; 
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for -duſt.and:athes, for « Worm, for-a,Graf- 
bopper., for a (Creature that hath abufed 
Thee, and rebelled again& Thee, Owhat 


Goodnefs is this ' My Underfianding's nor 


enough to comprehend it. FH acknow- 
by bo Thee for my Gpd . I'llown Thee for 
my Redeemes ; Thou fhalt be my King, 
my Maſter, my:Sovercige Lord.7 {will con- 
fecrate all my Labours, all my Services, all 
I have, and all I am, to Thy Glory ! O what 
afayour is forgiveneſs of Sin, which 1 truſt 
I have zeceived his day! 

Think, © my Sonl, what a-bondage thou 
art delivered from Think, what a flavery. 
thou art froed from?! Now thou ext at li- 


-+ | * berty,now chou may Riiſerve God chearkul- 


iy; now thou may ifredy goon from Vir- 
y of Thank 


this. is:2 day which ought to be ecmenibrad; 
Oy Jefus!! Thon haft this day; viBted the 
Earth, and watered it ! Thou baſt. made'it 
zich with Thy Showres 3 Thy :Grace hath. 
cropped npon-me this day ., like the Rain 
on the mowen Graſs ! 'O order my. Steps 
according to Thy Word for the future? 
Let me {ee Thee in every Mercy! Teach 
me to admire Thee in every Bleſſing! Let 
nothing ſeduce my Heart from Thee! When 


_ avy affliftions come upon me, let me xeceive 


them with Thanks and Submiſſion:! When 


I ſtumble, do Thou ſupport me w_ 
| fall, 
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_ fall, do*Thou raiſe me; when I go aſtray, 
- do-Thou feek me3 when I err, do Thou. | 
direQ me; when I ſlacken in Thy ſervice, 
do Thou ftrengthen me. Keep the 'Door 
of my Scnſes, that noimpure thing may en- 
ter there, Let my Heart be thy Temple { 
Teach me to enquire daily , what progreſs | 
I make ii Thy way! Let Thy Word be a. 
Lanthorn to my Feet, and a Light unto my-*.]. 
Paths ! Let no evi} Company diſcourage 
me ! . Lee Thy Providence dire& me tow” 
perſons that love Thy Law, and in theſe "F: 
excellent ones let all my Delight and Com- * 
fort be! i 7 
-. O my Lord, my Life is hid in Thee! But , | 
when Thy Clory ſhall appear , I fhall be * J* 
like Thee, Speak Lord , for Fhy Servant . 
hears! Let none of Thy Commandments, | 
be: hence-forward grievous to me ! Open 
Thy hand and feed my Soul! When | am 
tempted, lay no more upon me, than I am 
able to bear! Give me courage to ſirive- 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate / Let me 
ever look at the things which are nct 
ſeen ; for the things which are ſcen are 
"Temporal ; but-the things which are not | 
fcen are Eternal ! Thy Kingdom, Lord. | 
ts not in Meat and Drink ,. but in Peace, | 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſtz Give me a 
taſte of it! Let Eternity be always.in my 
mind! Info Thy hands I do commend my 
Spirit, my Body, and all. the concerns: of... 
my 
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2a_.| . my Life! Let Thy Grace come down up- 
e, | on me plentifully! Let me not do Thy 
or | Will negli ; conn. Bh ! Let me live in the 
n- | thoughts of another Life , andMWet thoſe 
Thoughts encourage me to follow after, 
that I may apprehend that, for which [ 
| .amalſo apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus O hear 
1 me! O anſwer me! O pity me! O relieve 
ekwmec! O come in Oſuccour me, Thou thac 
wrt the God of my Salvation,and my Tongue 
e '$. ſhall talk of Thy Righteouſneſs, all the day 

f long / Let all thoſe that ſeck Thee, en 
1 and be glad in Thee, and let ſuch as love 
t, "+ Thy Salvation, ſay continually, Let God be 
* * ] * magnified! I am poor and needy, make 
t . | - haſte unto me, O God ! Thou art my Help, 
| 

| 


+ | eand my Deliverer: O Lord, make no tarry- 
ing, Amen, Amen. 
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| THE | 
HE True Natnre of the Chriſttan Re- 


| ligion! in a Dialogue between a Chri- 
fian and His own Conſcience. Page I 


The F; ire of the Altarz .Or, DireQions con: 


cerning the worthy Receiving of the 
Lords Supper > Wherein is contained, 
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i CPAP. wenn 
Of the, particulars to be ery when we are 
at the Lords Table. :p7 
CHAP. IV | 
\ Of the Particulars to be bſerued after we have 
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and After Receiving of the Holy Sacra- 


ment of the Lords Supper. 
; 
A Confeſſion to be ſaid by way of Preparati- 
on. P. 97. 
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